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Introduction:
Crime is a social phenomenon that has existed throughout human history. Understanding crime and the causes of criminal behaviour has been the focus of criminology, a discipline that seeks to explain why individuals commit crime and how society can prevent it. Classical criminology is one of the most influential theories of criminology, developed by Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century (Siegel, 2020). This essay will outline the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology and explore how this theory informs evidence-based policing. The essay will also describe some models of evidence-based policing, such as problem-oriented policing (POP), the Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) model, and Hotspot policing. Finally, the essay will apply the ideas of evidence-based policing and classical criminology to drug crime, evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology, and discuss the limitations of evidence-based policing.
Classical Criminology Classical criminology is a theory that emphasizes the rationality of criminal behaviour and suggests that individuals are motivated by pleasure and pain. According to this theory, individuals will engage in criminal behaviour if the potential rewards outweigh the potential costs. Cesare Beccaria, an Italian philosopher, and Jeremy Bentham, an English philosopher, were the founding fathers of classical criminology. They argued that crime is a choice, and that individuals weigh the costs and benefits of committing a crime before engaging in criminal behaviour. Beccaria and Bentham believed that punishment should be swift, certain, and proportionate to the crime committed. They argued that this would deter individuals from engaging in criminal behaviour (Schmalleger, 2017).
Classical criminology also emphasizes the importance of the social contract between individuals and society. Beccaria argued that individuals have a right to be protected from harm and that society has a duty to punish those who harm others. This social contract creates a balance between individual freedom and societal protection. According to classical criminology, the role of the criminal justice system is to punish offenders and deter others from committing crimes (Schmalleger, 2017).
Evidence-Based Policing is a framework that uses scientific research to guide police practices and policies. The goal of evidence-based policing is to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of police operations by using data-driven approaches to solve problems. Evidence-based policing involves the use of research and evaluation to identify effective policing strategies, to evaluate the impact of police practices, and to make informed decisions about resource allocation. Evidence-based policing also emphasizes the importance of collaboration between police agencies, researchers, and the community (Cochrane & Wortley, 2019).
Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) Problem-oriented policing is a model of policing that focuses on identifying and addressing the root causes of crime and disorder. The POP model involves a systematic process of problem-solving that includes four steps: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. The scanning phase involves identifying and defining a problem. The analysis phase involves identifying the underlying causes of the problem. The response phase involves developing and implementing a solution to address the problem. The assessment phase involves evaluating the effectiveness of the solution and making adjustments as necessary (Eck & Spelman, 1987).
Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) Model The SARA model is a problem-solving model that is based on the POP model. The SARA model involves four stages: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. The scanning phase involves identifying the problem. The analysis phase involves identifying the causes of the problem. The response phase involves developing and implementing a solution to address the problem. The assessment phase involves evaluating the effectiveness of the solution and making adjustments as necessary. The SARA model is used by police agencies to address specific problems in their communities, such as drug dealing, gang activity, and disorderly conduct (Eck & Spelman, 1987).
Hotspot Policing is a model of policing that focuses on targeting high-crime areas. The idea behind Hotspot policing is that crime is not distributed evenly across a community, but rather is concentrated in specific locations. Hotspot policing involves identifying these high-crime areas and deploying police resources to these areas to prevent and deter criminal activity. Hotspot policing can be effective in reducing crime, particularly in areas where criminal activity is concentrated (Braga, Papachristos, & Hureau, 2014).
Drug Crime and Classical Criminology Drug crime is a significant problem in many communities, and understanding the causes of drug crime is essential for developing effective strategies to address this issue. Classical criminology can inform evidence-based policing approaches to drug crime by providing insights into the factors that influence criminal behaviour. Classical criminology suggests that individuals engage in criminal behaviour when the potential rewards outweigh the potential costs. For drug offenders, the potential rewards may include the financial benefits of drug sales, the pleasure of drug use, or the relief of emotional distress (Schmalleger, 2017).
Classical criminology also suggests that punishment should be swift, certain, and proportionate to the crime committed. This principle can inform police approaches to drug crime by focusing on the swift and certain punishment of drug offenders. This approach can involve the use of undercover operations to identify drug dealers, the use of drug courts to provide swift and certain punishment for drug offenses, and the use of asset forfeiture laws to seize the proceeds of drug trafficking (Kilmer, 2016).
Evidence-Based Policing Approaches to Drug Crime Evidence-based policing approaches to drug crime include problem-oriented policing, the SARA model, and Hotspot policing. Problem-oriented policing can be used to address the root causes of drug crime by identifying the factors that contribute to drug use and drug trafficking. This approach can involve partnerships between police agencies and community organizations to address social and economic issues that contribute to drug crime. The SARA model can be used to develop targeted interventions to address specific drug-related problems, such as drug use in a particular neighbour hood or drug trafficking on a specific street corner. HotSpot policing can be used to target high-crime drug areas and prevent drug-related offenses from occurring in these locations (Eck & Spelman, 1987).
Strengths and Weaknesses of Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing Classical criminology provides valuable insights into the factors that influence criminal behaviour and the principles of punishment. However, classical criminology has been criticized for its focus on individual choice and its failure to consider the role of social and environmental factors in criminal behaviour. Critics argue that classical criminology ignores the structural inequalities that contribute to criminal behaviour, such as poverty, unemployment, and social disorganization (Schmalleger, 2017).
Evidence-based policing has the potential to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of police practices by using data-driven approaches to solve problems. Evidence-based policing emphasizes collaboration between police agencies, researchers, and the community, which can lead to more effective and sustainable solutions to crime problems. However, evidence-based policing also has limitations, such as the availability and quality of data, the potential for bias in research, and the challenges of implementing research findings in practice (Cochrane & Wortley, 2019).
In summary, the National Decision Making Model (NDM) and the National Intelligence Model (NIM) are two key frameworks used in policing practice in the UK. The NDM provides a structured approach to decision making based on a set of guiding principles, while the NIM provides a structured approach to intelligence gathering and analysis. Together, these frameworks help police officers to make more informed and effective decisions, which can help to reduce crime and enhance public safety. By understanding the rationale behind and the application of these frameworks, police officers can enhance their policing practice and contribute to a more effective and efficient police service.


Conclusion:
In conclusion, classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two approaches that can be used to understand and address crime. Classical criminology provides a theoretical framework that emphasizes individual choice, rationality, and deterrence. This approach has been influential in shaping criminal justice policies and practices, such as the development of the modern prison system and the use of harsh punishments to deter crime. However, classical criminology has been criticized for its narrow focus on individual factors and its failure to consider social and environmental influences on criminal behavior.
Evidence-based policing, on the other hand, is a data-driven approach that uses research to inform police practices and policies. This approach emphasizes the importance of using scientific methods to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and strategies. Evidence-based policing has been shown to be effective in reducing crime in specific contexts, such as in hot spot policing and problem-oriented policing. However, this approach also has limitations, including the challenges of collecting and analysing data, the potential for bias in research, and the difficulties of implementing research findings in practice.
When applied to drug crime, classical criminology and evidence-based policing can provide complementary insights and interventions. For example, classical criminology can help to identify the factors that influence drug-related criminal behaviour, such as economic marginalization, social disorganization, and addiction. Evidence-based policing can provide targeted interventions to address specific drug-related problems, such as the use of problem-oriented policing to target drug markets or hot spot policing to reduce drug-related crime in specific neighbourhoods.
Despite their limitations, classical criminology and evidence-based policing are important tools for understanding and addressing crime. By combining these approaches, it is possible to develop more effective and comprehensive strategies for reducing crime and promoting public safety. However, it is essential to recognize the limitations of these approaches and to use a holistic approach that considers both individual and social factors to effectively address crime.
In summary, classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two complementary approaches that can be used to understand and address crime. While classical criminology emphasizes individual choice and deterrence, evidence-based policing emphasizes the importance of data-driven approaches to solve problems. By combining these approaches, it is possible to develop more effective and comprehensive strategies for reducing crime and promoting public safety. However, it is essential to recognize the limitations of these approaches and to use a holistic approach that considers both individual and social factors to effectively address crime.
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