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Essay one: 
How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

The code of ethics is effective and is used in policing to help reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increases public confidence in policing by setting a standard for officers and staff to work by in order for everyone to maintain a set standard and by doing this are held accountable when they are breached . In this essay research will be conducted around the code of ethics in order to evidence how they are used should an incident of professional misconduct occur and the effectiveness of them in order to maintain and increase public confidence within policing, there are 10 standards of professional behaviour to the Codes of Ethics that police officers are held to in total along with force policies and rules I will be looking to highlight some key points within the codes of ethics which show how they are used to reduce incidents and increase public confidence.

[bookmark: _Hlk156221486]In recent times officers behaviour have been called in to disrepute which has had a massive effect on the confidence that members of the public have in the police, here is a news article from the BBC which relates to an example of where a met police officer kidnapped and murdered a lone female in London, this being about as serious as it gets when it comes to a massive breach of the code of ethics and professional standards which resulted in the tragic loss of a life and a massive shake up in public confidences within policing. “A Met Police officer who murdered Sarah Everard after kidnapping her under the guise of an arrest has been sentenced to a whole-life prison term. Wayne Couzens abducted the 33-year-old as she walked home from a friend's house in south London on 3 March.” (Dominic Casciani 2021)

Research around the behaviours of police officers and how likely they would be to report other officers behaviour that breaches the code of ethics draws us to an article titled ‘Keeping the Blue Code of Silence’ which is described as a code where officers protect one another from scrutiny or punishment by failing to report poor behaviour which would likely be a breach of the code of ethics which would result in professional misconduct hearings. The article aims to cover a study into ethics and the integrity of officers, highlighted in this are some key areas within the code of ethics in which officer agreed to abide by and how they would respond when seeing other officers breech them, within this research a number of scenarios are given to around 1500 police officer to survey and respond on how they would deal with such a scenario should they come across it. The findings within this would suggest a reluctance to report some of what would be classed a misdemeanour behaviour, however when it comes to more serious behaviour such as theft, drink driving offences or sexual assault there would be a significant increase in officers reporting this type of behaviour.
Looking at the data gathered the charts show a 1 – 5 grading 1 being not serious and 5 being very serious and 1 being not likely to report and 5 being very likely when it comes to reporting poor behaviour the research shows that when it comes to theft out of the 1500 officers surveyed 97.48% of officer deem it to be very serious grading it a 5 whereas only 94.80% would be very likely to report it grading it a 5 which shows a slight difference between those who see it a very serious but would then let it go unreported.
When it comes to the likes of drink driving offences using the same grading system 87.61% of those officers deem it to be very serious however only 77.47% would be very likely to report it. When it comes to sexually inappropriate 72.83% of officers see this as very serious behaviour but only 64.02% of those officer would be very likely to report this type of behaviour. (Louise Westmarland, Steve Conway 2020) 

When it comes to showing how effective the code of ethic is in reducing professional misconduct having conducted some research it goes to show that there are large proportion of officers who will work to and abide by the code of ethics throughout their careers and it also shows that officers witnessing breeches will report them this is shown by the large percentages of officers willing to report this type of behaviour however what is also concerning is that this number is not at 100% showing there is still officers out there being allowed to get away with certain types of behaviour which ultimately will have a negative effect of public confidence within policing and until this number is at 100% public confidence will never be at its max.

In conclusion to the code of ethics helping with the reduction in professional misconduct and increasing public confidence in policing from the research conducted it shows that the code of ethics is effective in reducing professional misconduct by the large percentage of officers who are willing to abide by them and are also willing to report behaviour which breeches them, in terms of public confidence this will always vary depending on someone’s “demographical or cultural factors” (Hyunseok Jang, Hee-Jong Joo, Jihong (Solomon) Zhao 2010) however with the public seeing officers held to account for their actions and seeing that they are not above the law is a step in the right direction in order to gain public confidence and is also a deterrent to officers who will willing breech the codes of ethics and believe they will get away with it. 
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Essay two: 
How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

A multi-agency approach to managing offenders is effective not necessarily in reducing the amount of offenders but being able to identify them and manage them effectively by placing conditions on them that they must live by in order to maintain their freedom, this enables multi-agency partners to risk assess and safeguard members of the public and the communities the offenders live within. Multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA) have been in operation for around 18 years in England and Wales. The primary purpose is for the sharing of information between agencies regarding the risk management of offenders returning to the community from custodial and hospital settings. (Taylor & Yakeley, 2019). “One of the most complex and demanding roles within policing is the management of sexual and violent offenders (MOSOVO) officers, the belief of placing violent and sex offenders on a register is that it will help protect the community from potential offences taking place”. (Tehrani, N. (2023)). “Youth Offending Services (YOS) were established under the 1998 Crime and Disorder Act. They are specifically set up as multi-agency services who support young people who offend and are either referred to us by the Police or by the criminal Courts”. (Tyler, 2017)

In order to look at how effective a multi-agency approach to the management of violent and sexual offenders is research has been conducted, and found that by October 2007 there were 30,416 registered sex offenders within England and Wales which was an increase of 1.44 % on the previous year, it is also to be noted the cumulative effect of adding people to the register every year means that less people are leaving and more people are joining which has resulted in a high number of offenders being managed by MAPPA which showed to be a total of 48,668, this also included 1,249 of the critical few offenders who are managed at level 3 due to their violence. MAPPA are meant to concentrate on what are defined as the ‘Critical few’ as a form of a more intensive management, when talking about the critical few this is an operational term used for the very high risk offenders. As evaluation systems and techniques are embryonic it is difficult to establish with certainty the extent to which risk has been prevented by the MAPPA system, although research would suggest significant levels of good practice by high risk offenders it is also important to note that sexual offences amount to 0.9% of all crime reported to police and serious offences such as rape making up on a quarter of that 0.9%. The number of children kidnapped, sexually assaulted, or murdered by strangers has remained the same year on year since the 1940’s at around 6 – 8 children a year. (Hazel Kemshall, Jason Wood 2008). 

Having looked at the article above and the figures that are given as a result of the research that had been conducted in relation to MAPPA and the effectiveness of multi-agency working it would appear that there doesn’t appear to be a significance effectiveness in the works being conducted to manage violent and sexual offenders the research would suggest and increase in recognised offenders with a year on year figure which would suggest crime recordings for serious offences remain relatively the same.  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156245395]Having conducted further research and looked at another article in regard to MAPPA and multi-agency working there is a conclusion drawn that the introduction of MAPPA can be viewed as arising from a move toward blame culture where every bad outcome must be because of a failure or omission of public officials and no acceptance of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, the reason for increasing focus by western society on sex offenders is unclear. However MAPPA has now been around for over 15 years with its evolution shifting towards individual autonomy and focus of the rights of victims, as well as increasing demand for sharing information about individuals who pose a risk to others that would otherwise be confidential. Inquiries into murders and other serious offences highlight on a frequent basis that there appears to be a clear failure between agencies when it comes to important information that may have contributed to the offence, and clearly failures of some degree in contact between professionals and services working with individuals and offenders which is essential to lowering the risk that they may pose. MAPPA has been deemed an acceptable and practical alternative to the blanket disclosure of confidential information about sex offenders that the British press has called for. (Richard Taylor, Jessica Yakeley 2019)  

Having looked at the above article and the research that has been conducted it appears to show a concerning trend in which it would highlight that MAPPA would appear to be a blame culture and that even though multi agency working has been around for some time now there still appear to be some key areas in which members of MAPPA are still failing and this appears to be highlighted around information sharing.


In conclusion throughout this essay there is various research to show if a multi-agency approach is effective to managing offenders and from what has been found it would appear there are some key areas in which the multi-agency approach appears to fail showing that it is not as effective as it should be and this also appears to be on a frequent basis as shown by inquiries that have been conducted in to some of the most serious offence and the highlighted areas that mainly crop up are around information sharing, this is a key area which is need to be right in order to mitigate risk. This is not to say that a multi-agency approach doesn’t work all together as there appears to be some areas in which it works and that would be around the management of offenders and offenders of the most serious offences, in general a multi-agency approach to the management of offenders is effective to some extent however there is always room for improvement. 
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Essay three: 
To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? 
Your answer must be based on academic research into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

The ‘lifestyle’ theory is an accurate reflection on what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming victims of serious and organised crime because of the way that certain person chooses to live their life if there is a drug, gambling, alcohol addiction then that person is particularly vulnerable as they will always be looking for the next fix and most will be willing to do just about anything to get it therefore opening the door for exploitation. This is the same case with younger persons who come from deprived backgrounds and see what life could be like with money and are often groomed into wanted to live life that way. 

“Having conducted some research into the ‘lifestyle theory’ and other types of theories which could tie in with the theory and why it can be so appealing the following information from an article appears to highlight it and explains the reasons behind it, there is an important different between lifestyle and routine activity one that has been forgotten overtime with respect to how risk of victimization is conceived. Lifestyle theory highlights the role of being exposed to high risk time, places and people, when it comes to victimization. Both risk and victimization are seen as probabilistic terms, by taking part in risky behaviour which include the likes of stealing from people, using illegal substances, or theft, does not guarantee that one will be victimized, but taking part in this type of behaviour elevates the odds of it happening.” (Travis C. Pratt & Jillian J. Turanovic 2015) 

The lifestyle of serious and organised crime can be appealing to many as it can be seen as a life of luxury for instance expensive holidays, nice outfits, expensive cars but then there is also what goes on behind the scenes like county lines, drug dealing, assaults and in some cases even death. “County lines” is a violent and exploitative form of drug distribution. A common feature of county lines is the exploitation of children, young people and vulnerable adults who are instructed to deliver and/or store drugs, and associated money or weapons, to dealers or drug users, locally or in other counties. (Home office 2023, page 3).

Young or vulnerable people are often targeted due to how easy they can be manipulated when they are often shown a side of life they never thought they would be able to be part of or ever think they would be able to achieve, these vulnerable or young people tend to come from a background where they don’t have a stable family life or come from poverty so when an unknown person comes in and in an attempt to prey on the young or vulnerable they will shows a form of stability in order to gain trust or they will ply them with gifts and make comments along the lines of there is plenty more of this if you stay with them giving the young or vulnerable false hope that a better life is a head of them if they continue to stay with the unknown person. What these young and vulnerable people don’t realise is that they are being manipulated and grooms into committing offences for reward and when they are settled the organised crime group will start using these vulnerable people and begin to move them around to their advantage. Young people today are exposed to numerous pressures that result from an ever changing environment in which they live within, given the rise of behavioural problems within young adults and the changes of social forces the concerns are growing within their social behaviour and cohesion is well justified. London has been named as one of the worlds most cultural and socioeconomically diverse cities in the world and is unique when it comes to its destiny of population and local governance, these characteristics bring a whole source of challenges themselves. The youth of today are subject to knife crime, gang related incidents, serious violence as well as those who prey of children by offending against them or by grooming or exploiting them in an attempt to get them to engage in criminal activities. Over 70% of youths within London are exposed to serious violence at least once a month and around 90% tend to be exposed to serious violence at least once a week through the likes of social media, TV, or music. (Louis Gladstone Annan, Nadia Gaoua, Katya Mileva, Mario Borges 2021)

Once reaching a certain level within the organised crime group these vulnerable people can be used to go out and recruit new members often vulnerable people or young people who were once in the same position and the person trying to recruit them. Some of the factors that may heighten a person’s vulnerability include to being exploited could be having contact with the criminal justice system even for minor offences that have nothing to do with county lines, also experiencing neglect at home, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and exploitation or not having somewhere safe or stable to stay at night whether that is ongoing, or these could have been incidents in the past.
Other factors maybe down to trauma, including adverse childhood experiences, also having no support network whether that be friends or family meaning these people have less chance of being pointed in the right direction once they start drifting.
Having no money or clean clothes nor nice things so being offered money or material possessions or just generally feeling wanted would draw a vulnerable person into this time of life. (Home office 2023, page 6-7).

In conclusion having conducted research into the ‘lifestyle theory’ and the reasons behind why individuals fall into this way of life it can become quite clear that the exposure to violence at a young age tends to be one reason behind it and other reasons tend to be around the way some has grew up while being exposed to other incidents that don’t necessarily involve violence however with the help of social media, TV and music it tends to make the exposure a lot easier and more frequent. In the essay the research shows that the ‘lifestyle’ theory appears to be quite and accurate reflection as to why young and vulnerable people tend to become victims of serious organised crime.
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Essay four: 
Why is a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
Partnership working to prevent re-offending is vital and it is the most effective way of dealing with offenders and helping put a stop or reducing re-offending, it allows all partnerships involved to be able to risk assess and manage and make attempts to reduce reoffending and, in some cases, offending can be complex and require a partnership approach to deal with the offending and to be able to share the workload. The likes of MAPPA, multi-agency public protection arrangement has been in existence for over 18 years within England and Wales, its primary focus and purpose is to share information between partner agencies in order to correctly risk assess and manage offenders returning to the community for a custodial or hospital environment. (Richard Taylor & Jessica Yakeleyv 2019).
Research conducted in relation to partnership working and have found some of the following information in order to evidence the research appropriately the essay starts with the basics which is some of the benefits of partnership working. “The benefits to partnership working are that statutory partnerships can facilitate information and intelligence sharing, helping to quantify hate crime geographically or within a specific section of a local population. It can also prompt agencies with community safety responsibilities to develop and deliver a coordinated safety package for actual and potential victims of hate crime and prevent duplication of service delivery by different agencies and produce a consolidated approach to accessing additional resources” (College of Policing, page 1-2). 
The partnership approach is also vital to policing in reducing re-offending as the police cannot deal with everything, they come into contact with therefore the need to look at partner agencies who have a better understanding and may even have a more appropriate skill set to deal with the offence at hand, if we look at the likes of domestic violence which is a big topic within policing the moment as more and more victims are coming forward and disclosing incidents to the police. Response to domestic violence can’t be taken away from the social context within which it comes from, and the traditional criminal responses have increased and combined with other preventive measures often involve a multi-agency approach in order to tackle the problem. The increase in complexity in response has seen an increase of specialist services for women of domestic violence to allow for better support to be offered through the justice process and recovery stage, the commitment to a multi-agency approach has become well established. Having looked at information around a multi-agency response to domestic violence is shows there is success in relation to tailored partnership approaches to tackling domestic abuse, findings would suggest that progress has been made in relation to each of the objectives set out by a partnership approach of preventing domestic related abuse and offending and improving the safety of the victims, the criminal justice system outcomes, the offenders behaviour, and partnership engagement. Experimentation and evaluation of the key elements of the evidence based prevention and the safety strategies are showing to be key to developing a better and more effective response to domestic violence against women and girls where there is a complex demand and limited resource. (Davies, P. A., & Biddle, P. 2018).

There are a number of reasons as to why people re-offend and this can be down to addictions, adverse childhood experiences, sleeping rough/ homelessness, previous offending, and negative experiences within the prison system. A partnership approach to the people effected by the above can help reduce re-offending, this can be done by the police, community teams, councils and charities by means of engaging with the person of concern and working with them in order to ensure then don’t come into contact with the above whether this means finding them suitable accommodation, drink and drug rehabilitation, access to mental health services or different teams within the prison system or probation, by all these teams working to their specialism whilst working within partnership with each other and effectively communicating this should overall help reduce re-offending by giving the person in question some form of stability and support moving forward. Rates of re-offending within the UK stand at being high for both people leaving prison or people on a community sentence, it was estimated that 36.2% of people being discharged from custody or those that start a court order are reconvicted within one year, the reconviction rate for all custodial sentences stands at 46.8% rising to 56.8% for sentences that are one year in length. Across the UK the housing issue is often given as a reason behind people reoffending, the need to address housing for ex-offenders has also been recognised by the UK government and as a result a number of policy documents and best practice guides have been published along with performance targets being set. However there is only a limited amount of literature on the links between the housing crisis and people reoffending and even less on the impact specific housing initiatives have on reducing reoffending. Research conducted by a home office pilot study of the offender assessment system that was undertaken in 2001 would suggest that stable accommodation can make a difference of over 20% in terms of reductions in reconvictions, however this research is only based on data that covers only one year after release and studied those with severe accommodation problems. (ELLISON, M., FOX, C., GAINS, A. and POLLOCK, G., 2013).
In conclusion the research that has been carried out shows partnership approaches to reducing re-offending is key as each individual partner has their own specialism which is an area they could be classed as an expert in, by each partner concentrating on their own area this is also allows for a cost effective way of dealing with the problem at hand and not only this but by each partner showing their support and guidance it will likely steer an offending person in the correct direction in order to give them a better chance and making a good go at the next chapter in their life which will hopefully reduce the need to reoffend and help then have a better future some of the figures shown clearly show a reduction in reoffending based on people receiving the right help and support.
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