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	[bookmark: _Hlk167135687][bookmark: _Hlk167126739]DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Do male victims of female perpetrated Domestic Violence exhibit reluctance in reporting to Police and to what extent does unconscious Gender Bias in Officers play a role?

INTRODUCTION:

[bookmark: _Hlk167126693]Careful consideration was taken by the writer when choosing this dissertation question due to the topic being relevant to that of a close family member and an experience in which they endured. Although the writer wished to understand the family members experience more, it also piqued an interest into the topic of female to male violence overall which often feels like a taboo subject. The writer feels it is a worthy dissertation topic consideration due to the epidemic that is Domestic Abuse. Domestic Abuse can happen to any gender, age, social or economic status, nationality, disability – it has no boundaries, therefore the literature requires constant research and understanding. 

On beginning to research literature on the topic, it became apparent that the literature is not as vast as the reverse gender. However, in recent times on programmes such as BBC (2019) have covered stories on male victims of Domestic Abuse. The case of Alex Skeel gave an insight on female to male Domestic Violence and breaks the gender barrier additionally highlights Police positive action. 

In recent years the social stigma attached to people expressing their emotions has reduced and encouragement to talk more is widely publicised. Victims are being supported to discuss abuse they have suffered or are suffering, and male victims are slowly coming forward to report abuse. One clinical phycologist originated the term Male Normative Alexithymia or MNA which he devised to explain the reticence in male expressing emotion (Ronald F. Levant, 1992). Male Normative Alexithymia (MNA) looks at the ‘traditional masculine’, of how men believe they are required to act, or not act to become a more stoic feature in society. 

Breaking historic norms is the foundation to lifting the veil of silence with men discussing abuse, however it isn’t an easy task when familial traits are embedded at a young age. Discussing this as being the “Silent Generation” Henger writes that “our generation were encouraged to conform to family and social norms and remain obedient and silent”. Regrettably, men remain the highest likely to commit suicide, therefore the topic needs to be talked about, unravelled, researched and funded. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

[bookmark: _Hlk167126771]Objective 1 – What reasoning do male victims of Domestic Violence provide for not reporting abuse from their intimate partner?

Objective 2 – Is there an unconscious Gender Bias in Policing which causes male victims of Domestic Violence to become invisible?

Objective 3 – Is there sufficient support for male Domestic Victims in the Public Domain?

The steps that will be taken to endeavour an answer to the dissertation question and research aims will be the following (in no particular order):

· Extensive research on existing literature written on female to male Domestic Abuse, possible barriers to male victims reporting abuse and support available for male victims.
· Extensive research on both primary and secondary research.
· Conduct a primary survey via use of a questionnaire to existing Police Officers to gather data, thoughts and recommendations.
· Gather and analyse all primary and secondary data collated. Utilise the findings to note any gaps, ideas or recommendations for further research required on the topic.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

[bookmark: _Hlk167131627][bookmark: _Hlk167134749]Existing literature on Domestic Abuse predominantly focuses on female victims with limited research on male victims. Studies by Hines and Douglas (2010) highlight the issues men face when coming forward as Domestic Abuse victims, those including disbelief, stigma and humorous push backs on their revelations. Research carried out by Saunders (1986) have also alluded to the theory that men are attacked by women by way of acting in self defence due to the male being the initial aggressor. Furthermore, research by Drijber, Reijnders and Ceelen (2012) and Hines and Douglas (2009) saw male participants explain that police did not take their report of Domestic Violence seriously which has the adverse effect for future reporting. 
Existing literature begins to tackle the topic of male victimhood however, there is still some that could be taken as victim blaming and not victim understanding. There is a vast collection of established literature of mental ill health in men and the World Health Organisation (2021) state that men are twice as more likely to die by suicide than women. There is a pattern that emerges within current literature, a man decides to discourse his feelings or experiences and gets dismissed by being laughed and brushed off which then potentially declines his mental state. Due to the limited research, the opportunity to research this topic and produce another piece of material is the purpose of the writer.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

[bookmark: _Hlk167128527]The chosen research method to be sampled will be a survey consisting of questions aimed around the research topic, aims and objectives. The questions, although not written yet, will be carefully and sensitively thought of and compiled as to not cause any distress. The questions will begin with a choice to submit “Female, Male, Prefer Not to Say” and will also display age ranges in blocks of ten years. Not only will this assist with the data analysis but protects the identity of the participant by not supplying their name and date of birth. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
[bookmark: _Hlk167127555]
Given the risk of ethical issues, the writer decided against offering the survey to third party organisations and interviews with victims due to the vulnerability and distress this may cause. Therefore, a questionnaire style survey to sample with staff working within South Wales Police will be more suited. Rationale for this was that Police Officers are frontline to Domestic Abuse reports daily, as well as Officers in Specialist roles such as Public Protection and Domestic Abuse specific roles. They hold a vast knowledge and understanding on the subject. Furthermore, with the survey being anonymous, participants may feel they can express freely on the topic and assist with any recommendations for the organisation.



	[bookmark: _Hlk167126805]ETHICAL ISSUES:

It is not believed or intended that there will be any ethical issues off the back of researching, writing and submitting this dissertation. 

Anticipation for a potential ethical issue that may arise from creating a survey has been considered and the writer has decided the following:

· Participants will remain anonymous and a link to complete the survey will be posted to a South Wales Police homepage whereby people can choose to take part. 

· Within the survey it will be clear that the information will be confidential, anonymous, participants can withdraw and request withdrawal of information at any point. 

· Links to support websites and numbers will be displayed clearly on the survey.

· After the dissertation is submitted, all information stored on South Wales Police laptop will be deleted. 



	TIME SCALE:

[bookmark: _Hlk167126839]The University has set out a timescale which I intend to adhere too.
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