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[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to fully understand the forever changing youth work society we must understand its history and how change has landed us to this present point in civilisation. It is a strong belief of mine that what we do in the past effects our present, and therefore in order to gain a better future, history becomes inescapable. Both Cooper and Rose show acquired knowledge through the research of history in youth work, sharing information that can lead to diverse learning opportunities. Perspectives and methods of which I will be discussing, in connection to my current youth work practice.  

Cooper suggests that having an agreed theory base for youth work is essential (Cooper, 2012). I agree with this as it ensures that everyone is aware of their responsibilities and roles within the organisation. It gives guidance, allowing individuals to feel more potent to achieve the same goals and work towards further success. This also allows the young people themselves to feel more motivated as they gain a sense of belonging to that organisation (Nason, 2005). With an understanding of the foundations they may be more likely to put effort in to practice, for they understand the likelihood of it translating into real positive results. Rose also states the importance of recognising theory in practice and believes that principles shape the decisions made about how theory and practice should be related. This method of planning is used within my current practice for we consider principles such as ‘The well-being of future generations (Wales) Act 2015’, in connection to theory of change, ensuring that what we are doing today will build upon a more positive tomorrow. This helps produce a series of results for our young people, outlining what should be done next in order to achieve their goals.  

Furthermore I believe that Butters and Newell’s model, as discussed by Cooper (2012), is relevant to my current practice. They suggest that youth work can be characterised by three stages. Firstly is character building of young people, creating identity and meaning through reflection which can then contribute to future mind-set. Secondly a Social Education Repertoire, done through developing social skills and furthering development of life skills. And lastly Self-emancipation, created by accepting new ideas and adapting to problems as and when they arise. It is important to identify how youth work models such as the above contribute to practice, as they allow starting points to be identified in a systematic manor.
I have learnt from practice that my role within this is to observe and critically reflect on the effectiveness of existing models, updating them as and when is needed. Rose states the importance of doing this, as it ensures that risks are reduced and young people don’t become more vulnerable for the needed changes are made and implemented up to the date (Rose, 1997). This process enables relevant methods and models to be maintained and communicated, and youth work is able to thrive from the lessons us as youth workers have gained from our past. 

This leads me to philosopher George Santayana’s quote, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it” (Stanford, 2020).  Consequently an important lesson is gained from this and the articles discussed, being that we should prevent the repetition of misdeeds and learn from history.
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