Covid 19- and its affects on the world 2020-2021 
HOW did covid 19- effect the world and what happened? For everyone Globally, the pandemic along with its crisis downfall’s was a major sock to everyone and nobody was prepared . But  was this pandemic also a blessing in disguise? 
For me Personally, I felt like a lot of the new guidelines were a good feature in todays society. When  social distancing and wearing masks in stores become compulsory, and sanitizing your hands before and after entering anywhere and touching anything was also compulsory. As much as you didn’t and still to this day don’t know what germs are out there or what you could be picking up its thanks to covid-19 all the hygienic sanitization came into place, and when it did I cant speak for others but again I personally  thought  it was the best change to have happened Globally.  Let us talk about how covid 19- has not only just affected one or two small businesses, but also how it forced closure for many small local businesses, alongside lots of big branded chain businesses in smaller communities and even in bigger city centers. 
Debenham’s’!  Everyone has head of this big branded high street store at least once in their lives and many would have shopped there also. But unfortunately, due to Covid19- and its rapid effects on the world they to saw a downwards spiral in their businesses future .  They were viciously affected and had to face hard truths about closing 124 of their stores in 2020. 
Dec 1st, 2020, Daniel Thomas businesses reporter for BBC News : Made an article claiming that “Debenhams is set to close all of its 124 stores after last-ditch efforts to rescue the department store chain failed.” He also added It looks like it is finally the end for the 242-year-old business. It reached its position as a lynchpin of the UK retail landscape by 1950, when Debenhams became the largest department store group in the UK, with 110 stores. And in 2006 it joined the stock market - for the third time - with a worth of £1.7bn - a price tag it has never topped since. Over the last decade, it started its descent, as its profits fell and debts became unmanageable. 
But A big brand like Debenhams not being able to survive this horrendous and tragic pandemic? If they could not  how would other big and small business’s be able to survive? A shocking 12,000 jobs were lost during the closures of just Debenhams. So how many jobs were lost in total? 
Well according to Joshua Haigh Business reporter’s new article that was featured on the BBC said: ‘Last year was the worst for the High Street in more than 25 years as the coronavirus accelerated the move towards online shopping, analysts say. Nearly 180,000 retail jobs were lost in the UK in 2020, up by almost a quarter on the previous year, according to the Centre for Retail Research (CRR). It warned there will be more pain for the sector in 2021 as retailers face a cash flow crisis and rent payments. He also stated that ‘It has predicted up to 200,000 more retail jobs will be at risk in 2021.’ You can ready the full story here : https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-55501049#:~:text=Last%20year%20was,stores%2C%22%20he%20added.
Nobody could believe how many jobs were lost in just the first year of this pandemic 2020, let alone how many will have been lost this year in 2021. Although it left a big hole for many big and small businesses it had also brought forward a bright future for online companies, and online businesses such as Amazon. This specific online company benefited massively from the covid19- pandemic with online sales flying through the roof when suddenly online shopping became more trendy and easier but also safer since most stores and shops were forced to shut due to government guide lines and the ones that remained open were only selling small essential items.  Places like Amazon, Tesco, Asda and Ebay along with many more, made massive profits. The huge increase in sales raised to more than ever before. 
 A very interesting article I found online at United Nations news stated : 
“ According to UN trade and development experts UNCTAD, the e-commerce sector saw a “dramatic” rise in its share of all retail sales, from 16 per cent to 19 per cent in 2020. The digital retail economy experienced most growth in the Republic of Korea, where internet sales increased from around one in five transactions in 2019, to more than one in four last year. “These statistics show the growing importance of online activities”, said Shamika Sirimanne, UNCTAD’s director of technology and logistics. “They also point to the need for countries, especially developing ones, to have such information as they rebuild their economies in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.” The UK also saw a spike in online transactions over the same period, from 15.8 to 23.3 per cent; so too did China (from 20.7 to 24.9 per cent), the US (11 to 14 per cent), Australia (6.3 to 9.4 per cent), Singapore (5.9 to 11.7 per cent) and Canada (3.6 to 6.2 per cent).  Online business-to-consumer (B2C) sales for the world’s top 13 companies stood at $2.9 trillion in 2020, UNCTAD said on Friday. 
You can read their fully story here: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091182#:~:text=economists%20have%20found.-,According%20to%20UN%20trade%20and%20development%20experts%20UNCTAD%2C%20the%20e,stood%20at%20%242.9%20trillion%20in%202020%2C%20UNCTAD%20said%20on%20Friday.,-Source 
Amazon have always been reflected on a negative side for workers people were coming and going like never before.  Some employees simply could not keep up with the demand of work. Not many online articles surfaced, but for the some that did to say that amazon over work and exhaust their workers was not the best in publicity. There were claims that male and female workers were pushed to their absolute limits, and if they could not keep up with the demand in work, they were losing their jobs. Another downfall for amazon workers, would have been during the massive increase of online sales during this pandemic, there would have been so much more work for the current employees they would have been over their heads with the demand. Alongside of that, it was also a good outcome that there were more jobs and opportunities raised from this terrible pandemic from Covid-19. There were more jobs in and out of warehouse, customer service jobs and delivery job opportunities.  
McDonalds Food chains and how they have seen a drastic change since 2020. They may be one of the biggest foods chains in the world, but nothing could have prepared them for the pandemic. When covid 19- first hit everything and everyone was advised to shut down and stay at home. With branches being closed all over this increased the online sales for the food market since everyone will always need food. However, when everything started to re-open following government guidelines, fast food chains such as McDonalds undertook many changes to their company policy’s.   Immediately after re-opening they began to require that the crew members and the customers were to Follow health and safety guidelines and all wear masks/Face covering when inside and encouraged physical social distances when between crew members and customers where possible. But what about those who are exempt from wearing a mask? How could you tell if people were exempt and the ones who just couldn’t be bothered to follow the government rules?  Did they feel safe enough to collect their food? Did crew members feel safe enough to serve medically exempt customers since they are in a higher ranking of catching and spreading the disease? At the beginning of the covid19-pandemic in mid-March McDonalds decided to close all of their dinning rooms for all its company owned USA locations. as of July 1, just 15% of the chain's 14,000 locations had reopened for dine-in service. More have opened since, but many have not and have instead chosen  to focus on drive-thru and mobile ordering just as they did earlier in the pandemic. It is a big relief that after such a new scary disease spreading globally and changing life as we know it, everything seems to be settling down and people are learning to adapt rather than be fearful. 
During my research on impacts of Covid19- I came across a devastating statistic that 70,000 households in UK were made homeless during pandemic. And tens of thousands more threated to face homelessness. That for me was pitiful and absolute heart breaking. Of all the impacts covid 19 could have surfaced. I personally take homelessness articles to heart. How could this have been allowed to happen by our government during such a crisis. I think people forget that behind small businesses and all the job losses nobody actually realizes that it means so much more than just being unemployed. These are not just headlines and stories, these are issues happening all around us and nobody takes them serious enough. Where were people expected to go? Children being moved from their homes to homeless shelters! From owning homes to not being able to make a hot meal. There were no back up plans so how could our governments not put things in place to keep everyone’s homes safe during this pandemic?  Well, they began by banning evictions for 3 months to provide security to tenants, the eviction ban was initially for a period of three months but was later extended to another 2 months, but landlords insisted it would not be extended for any longer time. Those three months were a good way to give tenants a chance to try and find new jobs etc. If tenants still could not find any jobs it at least gave them a little bit more time to arrange plans to move back in with family or find some sort of supported accommodation until this whole pandemic started to calm down. It was such a new crisis that nobody had ever had to deal with neither did they have any experience in the quick fix solutions they had to do. I personally don’t agree with a lot of things that were happening during this pandemic, but I did for some. I took some news personally, and others didn’t affect me.   During the covid19- pandemic I personally think it has changed everyone attitude for the better. Increases in personal hygiene is now a max priority for more than ever before. But also, for everyone to start remembering that family comes first. When working from home became compulsory and people started to feel better being home with their children and families and even pets all day long. Although it was tough for many to see themselves working from home with all the background noises. I discovered that many peoples mental health in one way seemed to get better. They were at home constantly in their own safe space with the comfort of family round them they didn’t have to worry about being late and even getting stuck in traffic. Although a lot of the mental health rates decreased, they soon enough started to rise more than ever before. Suicide rates raised and the trauma for family’s just kept coming.  At the beginning of the pandemic there was a post being shared widely across Facebook in the UK, that a Man who had been a successful business owner for more than 3 decades committed suicide due to his company facing Furlow and he had had worried of not being about to pay for things. Its sad that during such a hard and stressful crisis like the Covid 19- pandemic, people thought that they only way out was by giving up. During all of the job losses for the business that closed there was an increase for those that survived the pandemic. Places like Tesco were hiring without needing a CV. There were sings in my local Tesco’s requiring immediate staff. This created jobs for many fresh leavers from school and I personally thought it was a great way to ‘throw them into the deep end’ as people would call it. Creating opportunities for quick thinking management teams and business owner. A new change that was put into place during the covid19 -pandemic in many store was the one way systems. How did they work and were they effective? These steps were never taken In stores before so when they all came about overnight and became guide lines from governments everyone was taken back. This new guideline causes absolute carnage for stores everywhere. There were masses of ques outside every store you went to, people were panic buying since they weren’t sure when they would get another opportunity to get inside a store without a 2 hour wait outside. It created drama between customers and working staff verbal abuse was seen more than ever before and everyone was just out of control. Items such as clothes and shoes and baby’s items and kitchen appliances were not compulsory and not be bought. This caused masses of online slandering for many stores such as Tesco’s and Asda.. 
I personally was so afraid of this pandemic since I was a new mum at the time and I was suffering from really bad asthma. I like many were so vulnerable and I felt so scared and afraid of what was going to happen next. I am just thankful that it is all starting to fall back into place how the world used to run.  
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