Michel de Montaigne’s essay ‘Of Conscience’
2i. The main argument is about people behaving differently according to whether they feel guilt. Montaigne also explains his doubts about the use of torture.

ii. Montaigne initially uses his own personal experience. He then uses evidence taken from history- the story of Bessus the Paeonian as well as quotations from Juvenal, Virgil and Publius Syrus and then an anecdote he has heard.
iii. The quotes are all from Roman poets. They support the points de Montaigne is making. The give his argument weight and authority because they are from old works that were still relevant to de Montaigne and his readers.
iv. The essay is written from de Montaigne’s own perspective. In the first paragraph de Montaigne explains his actions and his feelings and that gives immediacy to his discussion. He describes the atmosphere of fear and suspicion and then his own fear, and explains why it is realistic to be afraid, given that people, and their belongings might be in danger. He is sympathetic to the feelings of ‘the gentleman’ who is betraying his guilt because of his conscience. He describes his page, who was killed, which increases the impact of his death and the loss to de Montaigne. He uses long sentences, but each sentence makes a point and takes his story forwards. He uses emotive language in this paragraph- ‘disorder’, ‘confusion’, ‘miserably slain’. 
v. This essay explores a point of view and gives evidence to support de Montaigne’s conclusions.

vi. The way it is written begins with an example from de Montaigne’s life. It sets out de Montaigne’s theory that a guilty conscience is hard to hide. The story of Bessus the Paeonian and the three Latin quotes expand on this. When discussing torture, de Montaigne describes the reasons why torture might be used and gives his reasons for disagreeing with it. The concluding paragraph is shocking, and demonstrates the brutality of torture.

vii. He says in his essay ‘Of Idleness’ that he wrote for himself, to give his thoughts clarity.  
c. De Montaigne believes that torture is ‘to very little purpose’- ‘rather a trial of patience than of truth’. He believes that although it is used based on the idea of ‘force of conscience’, he believes that people might lie to avoid the pain, which can be worse than dying. He believes that it allows people to behave barbarously, and that innocent people are made to suffer.
