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[bookmark: _Toc107340435]    Introduction 
Virtual learning environment practices have impacted the lives of both students and the teachers. It has made learning process easier for students with the large availability of the resources and students have learnt new skills. Teachers have also learnt about digital skills and can now provide better evaluation of the students. This document will include primary research of the virtual learning environment and its impacts on teachers and students. This document will also include secondary research from the available data on the internet. This secondary research will talk about the impacts of these new approaches on the teaching and learning experience and how it has impacted the lives of these people. 


[bookmark: _Toc107340436]Virtual Learning Environment
Virtual learning environment can be defined as the teaching and learning with the help of Virtual platforms and the internet services. Modern technologies and the emergence of internet services has been a catalyst in the learning processes (Pererva et al., 2020). Teaching and learning process has become more effective and easier with the help of these tools. It also makes the evaluation process for teachers easier. The tutors can track the progress students in much effective way and can also assist them easily. 
[bookmark: _Toc107340437]Importance of virtual learning environment
· Virtual learning environment helps in personalizing the teaching experience. The teaching experience becomes more focused, and teachers can guide students to enhance their performances. 
· The evaluation of students become easier with this approach and the tutors can get good idea about the progress of each student.


[bookmark: _Toc107340438]     Primary research 
Conclude the impacts of virtual learning environment, primary research was conducted. This research highlighted the impacts, importance and issues involved in the virtual learning environment. This research included insights from teachers and students since this new way I pacts both. This research can help the institutes in getting better insights and achieving virtual learning environment will become easier.  Primary research was an online survey that had questionnaire for teachers and students and the experiences of these people of virtual learning environment were beneficial for this research.
[bookmark: _Toc107340439]Primary research amongst students 
In the primary research of the students, a total of 10 students participated. These students were picked from different courses and backgrounds so that every section of students gets represented in the research and thus the findings of this research indicated the thoughts of most of the students. The findings from this research will help the institutes in making this process more effective. The research was conducted through an online survey that had an objective questionnaire. The brief analysis of these questions and the findings are as follows. 
Question 1:
Question 1 highlighted the importance of new digital skills amongst the students. 80 percent of students have learned new digital skills in the virtual learning process. Students get access to video lectures, course modules, and tests to evaluate themselves (Aljohani, et al., 2019). To access this data students had to learn how to handle technological devices. Most of the students learned about these technologies after the emergence of virtual learning programs. The assistance of teachers also helped them in gaining digital literacy and thus virtual learning became an effective tool in spreading digital knowledge in both teachers and students. 
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Question 2 
question 2 was based on the interest of students in learning process. In the tough times of Covid, teaching learning process was hampered, and it became difficult for students to focus on studies. 80 percent of the students believed they got their interest back in studies with the help of digital tools. The video assistance made the learning process way more interesting and thus students found their interest in studies. Although 10 percent of the students believed otherwise and said they could not find the virtual experience interesting enough. Institutes and teachers should analyse these students and guide them. With good assistance and analysing the problems they have faced institutes can get better results and virtual learning will become interesting to these students as well.
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Question 3 
the virtual learning process came into existence recently, but it became popular in times of pandemic (Shamir-Inbal, and Blau, 2021). Since this approach showed a lot of good sides of the technologies and their effectiveness, a lot of universities and institutes have prioritized this way and are counting on technologies and virtual learning tools for the future too. In the research, students were asked if they want to continue studying this way in the future too. 60 percent of the students prefer to study this way in future too and believe it will be beneficial for them in future too. Other students were either not sure or were reluctant to continue this way. This was because they faced several issues in online learning programs. Institutes should look after these students and analyse the issues they faced. This will increase their interest in the virtual learning environment. 
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Question 4 
one of the biggest hurdles in achieving virtual learning environment is the availability of the resources. It is important for students to have all the digital resources and good internet connection so that they can learn in virtual way without much disturbance. Some of the students do not have financial support to afford these resources, although they are interested to study this way, they will have to face trouble. All the students who participated in the primary research believed that institutes should provide resources for all the students. It includes devices like mobile phones, laptops, and stable internet connection. If the institutes provide these services, there will uniformity and the teachers can guide students in a much better way. 

[image: ]



Question 5 
Virtual learning environment allows teachers to do more personalized teaching. Teachers can guide everyone. They can track each individual and provide guidance to each student. 70 percent of the students believed they can get better guidance from teachers through this way. The personalized study in virtual environment also takes lesser time than the one in traditional way. The technological advancement also helps the teachers in giving guidance through video and other references and thus teaching and learning process becomes much easier.
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[bookmark: _Toc107340440]Primary research amongst teachers 
Along with students, the new way of virtual learning impacts the teachers as well and it was important to get insights from them as well. To get information from teachers, primary research was conducted amongst teachers as well. This research allowed them to share their virtual teaching experiences. Primary research had various questions and this survey was conducted in online way. 
Question 1 
Along with students, it is also important to provide resources of digital technologies to the teachers. They might also face issues if they do not have a stable internet connection. 90 percent of the Teachers in the primary research believed they should also be [provided these resources for the better management of the virtual teaching programs and since the universities and now prioritizing the virtual learning environment and it will be a long-term process. 
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Question 2
The methods of student evaluation have also changed with this approach. Teachers get access to data of students, their performances. Get more information about the evaluation practices, the question 3 in the primary research was about the evaluation of the students. 50 percent of the teachers in the primary research believed the process of evaluation has become easier, since they have more resources now (Dung, 2020). Twenty percent of the teachers strongly believed this. 10 percent of the teachers disagreed with it. And the other teachers were not sure. The institutes should analyse the findings and get insights from teachers. This will help them in knowing what the issues are these teachers are facing in the evaluation process. The evaluation process may also have become difficult since some of the teachers may not have enough knowledge of handling digital resources.
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Question 3
It is likely that teachers may not have enough knowledge of handling digital resources, and this can become problematic in virtual learning environment. Solve these issues, it is important for the institutes to provide training of these technologies to all the teachers (Manco-Chavez et al., 2020). This way the teachers can perform better and provide better guidance to the students. This practice can become cause of overall success of these approaches. Eighty percent of the teachers involved in the research, believed they should get proper training in these facilities.  Twenty percent were not sure about this. 
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Question 4
Teaching process in the virtual environment is hugely different than the one in offline traditional way. The availability of resources and technologies have helped the teachers in giving more insightful references while teaching. 30 percent of the students agreed that they can teach more effectively, and the process has become easier for them. 50 percent of the teachers were very happy with this way, and they strongly agreed about it. A smaller section of teachers believed otherwise and thought that teaching in a virtual way is not easier. Their reasons should be analysed by the institutes, this approach will help them in future management.
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[bookmark: _Toc107340441]Secondary research 
Get insights about the virtual learning environment, secondary research was conducted. The secondary research was conducted from all the internet and all the available news data. These practices have impacted the lives of both students and teachers and the secondary research will highlight the impacts of virtual learning in the context of students and teachers.
[bookmark: _Toc107340442]Impacts on students
The lives of students have been impacted to a large extent due to the virtual learning platforms. They now have access to an abundance of information and resources to study in a much braider way. They also have learned digital skills through this approach and can use these skills in the future too (Lacka et al., 2021).
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Figure 01
(Source statista.com)
According to the data from Statista (2022), most of the students in the virtual learning programs are from the age of 16 to 24. This age group is keen on learning digital skills and are attracted towards technologies thus for the universities and institutes has become easier to make the teaching process more interesting.  They also get better assistance from teachers in this way and thus the overall learning processes have become effective for all the students. 


[bookmark: _Toc107340443]      Impacts on teachers 
Virtual learning environment was a big change for all the teachers too and it had changed the teaching process significantly. The teachers had to make plans for all the students and apply various strategies for the effective management. This impacted their work processes and made it easier in various ways. 
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Figure 02
(Source: statista.com)
For the teachers in the UK, making virtual environment possible did not involve online classes but it was done through many ways. The data from Statista shows that online learning platforms were one of the most significant ways involved in this process. They also had to maintain good contact with the students by maintaining contact with their parents (Peterson-Ahmad et al., 2018). They made it possible with the help of emails services, phone calls, and text messages to the parents and let them know about the progress of their kids (Borba et al., 2018). They also had access to pre-recorded online classes and students were allowed to access those multiple times. This made the teaching and learning process easier. 



[bookmark: _Toc107340444]Conclusion 
Virtual learning environment has made the learning process effective. Students have learned new skills about digital skills. This approach has also helped the students in getting guidance from the teachers. They also faced several difficulties like unavailability of the resources, and they expect the institutes will provide them. Similarly, these approaches have impacted the teaching process too and teachers had to apply new strategies to achieve. They could provide assistance and evaluate students in a better way. This document highlighted all these points through primary and secondary research.
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