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Introduction
In this report I will be analysing the definition of childhood and how it was seen and how it is now also the development of children over years and how families have changed over time. I will also be analysing some of the laws and acts that have come in to practise and have helped families and people with disabilities and finally I will make a few recommendations on how child services could improve and provide a better service for children and families.



Definitions of childhood
There are many definitions of the term childhood, and these definitions have been changing throughout history. This is because there have been different views on childhood on aspects like when does childhood start and when does it end, does it start when a child is born, does it end when they leave home or leave school, or does it end when they become financially independent (Cunningham, H, 2006). Christensen, P (2000) defined childhood as a stage of vulnerability, she defined it as a stage of vulnerability of when a child is in need of adult care and therapy, and the adults are viewed as being in charge of the child until it becomes independent. Whereas Nutbrown et al (2013) defined it as the complete opposite, he defined instead as a time of discovery and exploring the world around them Nutbrown et al (2013). Compared to Cunningham, H, (2006) who just simply defined childhood as a stage on the road to adulthood. 

Age has been one of the questionable factors when it came to defining childhood, Bradley, C (2006) stated that the age range for children ranged from anywhere from infancy to 18 or 20 years old. Legally a person stops being a child at the age of 18, this is when all the power of making their own decisions falls on them instead of relying on your parents, this is when they are classified as adults. Whereas during the 18th century this wasn’t the case as they were treated and seen as adults as soon as they were able to look after themselves regardless of their age. 

The development of childhood has been massive when you look back and see how children were treated and raised decades back during the 18th century, this is because ideology of childhood didn’t exist as children lived and worked alongside adults. This is now seen as child labour and is illegal but during the 18th century it was completely normal as children used to be doing the same jobs as adults, they were either working or being trained into a job at around the age of 7 or above. This was mainly for boys, as the girls used to stay at home with their mothers. They were also trained too at a young age, they were trained at household duties like cooking and cleaning and taking care of their families and then were normally married off by the age of 15. 

During the 21st century children were raised in a traditional home with parents who were married but also had the support of their extended families. The homemaker or breadwinner roles had evolved and involved both parents to work and earn a wage to get by. There are 2 types of family which are nuclear and extended family. A nuclear family involves husband and wife and children who are dependent on them and extended family who is a collected part of the nuclear family and other relatives. Parsons. T (2017) theory on nuclear family concluded that the male is known as the instrumental leader and is in charge of the economic maintenance of the family and the female is known as the expressive leader who is responsible for socialisation of the emotional aspect for children. The nuclear family is beneficial for society and the individuals because they provide a more stable environment for their spouses and children and are able to construct relationships. Fletcher on the other hand believed families are massively involved in the function of health, education and welfare. Fletcher. R (1966).He claimed that families are responsible for the economic function of consumption meaning advertising of consumer goods was aimed at persuading families to spend money so the economy is stimulated.   The other types of families are the lone parent families which is one parent and their children. Functionalism is a theory which saw society as a social system designed to meet the needs and promote the survival of its members which included economic, political, kinship and culture. Each of these has played a role in the running of society and talks about society being like a human body. The system approach has 
been used by functionalists to explain how social changes occurs in society. The concept of childhood has been discussed over the past 300 years and its role has been defined in the last century. (coster, 2007:3) thought children were treated the same as adults when they had grown old enough to look after themselves. They worked with adults and wore the same clothes and behaved like them. Children also contributed in all aspects of an adult social life. both childhood pasts and present indicated the significance in society which changed the idea of childhood and was reconstructed over time. In the 19th century laws were passed to reduce child labour but was proved to be unacceptable. The first effective law was passed in 1833 and proved to be effective because factory inspectors were made to ensure the law was being enforced. This new law banned children who were under 9 from working in textile factories and said that children from the ages of 9 to 13 should not work for more than 12 hours a day. Children as young as 5 worked in coal mines and in 1842 enforced a law banning children under 8 from working and then in 1847 the factory act said women and children could only work for 10 hours a day. In 1989 the childrens act was enforced making sure childrens best interests were taken into account ensuring that every child is brought up and cared for within their own families.

Laws and acts
There are many laws and acts that protect children from exploitation, abuse, violence or any other sort of neglect. Article 19 of the UN convention which is on the rights of a child which provided for the protection of children. There are child protection systems and are normally run by government services which are designed to protect children and young people who are young and to encourage family stability. UNICEF defines a child protection system as the sets of laws, policies, regulations and services needed across all social sectors especially social support prevention and response to protection related risks. They are part of social protection and extend beyond it. At the level of prevention, their aim includes supporting and strengthening families to reduce social exclusion and to lower the risk of separation/ violence and exploitation, responsibilities are often spread across government agencies with services delivered by local authorities. ( United Nations economic and social care council 2008)

The department for education (DFE) is responsible for child protection in England. It sets out policy, legislations and statutory guidance on how child protection systems should work. Local safeguarding partners are responsible for child protection policy, procedure and guidance at local level.

One of the biggest educations reforms to come in a generation is to help children and young people with special education needs because law on September 2014. The new children and families act will offer simpler, improved and consistent help for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). This will help children from birth to 25 years of age. It will give families more choice in decisions and to make sure all needs of the child are met also to give families more tailored support and the assistance they need.

	Recommendations
Children care services in the UK is some of the best and inferior in comparison to some European countries and the wider world services. There are many good examples of the services provided for young children and families, but I think a lot of the services provided are planned around the organisations instead of children and families. I feel a lot of the services are ineffective and wasteful. I think we should start by freeing up time for social workers by taking the load off them. This could be done by getting somebody to help with paperwork because social workers have increasing demands of casework. Social workers used to have assistance, who did not have qualifications, to help them with paper work and driving them to appointments which freed up time for social workers to do meaningful things.

I think giving senior staff daily cases or one case always would help them understand the system they are working with and how social workers on the front line are struggling. This would give senior staff the inside view on how social workers struggle with over loaded work and on how they miss out on giving more support to their clients and their families and see how they can improve services.

One of the main recommendations would be communications between all stakeholders involved in any child or family case. We have seen in the past what could happen if there is a lack of communications between service provider such as the Peter Connelly case and Victoria Climbie because of neglect. A lot of this could have been avoided if the communication between all stakeholders was better and more efficient. I think this could have been done if there was a system where they could check each other’s notes and 
Be aware of what each service was doing and what action was being taken from each service. This would give all agencies involved a bigger picture of each case and find out what service user’s, carers think and feel also provide information others might need.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have come to the conclusion that in the UK we have a very good social service and it is some of the best in the world however there is always space for improvements and this shows that through the cases like baby P and Victoria Climbie and many others. I think a lot of this was down to lack of communication between services also when you look back in time, the lives of children and families has improved a lot and will carry on improving. Life in the 21st century brings its own new problems like social media, the fast life of having to keep up financially with bills and trends is not always easy and people and families will struggle so social care will have to adopt with new problems and life stages. Overall the UK is doing good.
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