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This essay will critically evaluate the statement that ‘landscape’ is a social construction. Landscape according to the European Landscape Convention (200) is defined as “an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors”. Natural landscape can be defined as the collection of landforms such as mountains, hills, plains, and plateaus, lakes, streams, soils (such as sand or clay), and natural flora that are not manufactured by humans and that contribute to the characteristics of a place (National Geographic Society, 2022). Cultural landscape is described as the surroundings that are the product of human involvement in a natural environment and exhibit a record of human activities and human ideals (Phillips, 1998). There are several factors which can influence a person’s perception and interpretation of landscape, plus the environment. Individual characteristics, cultural considerations, and the physical geography all influence landscape perception. Firstly, explore the history of peoples perception of landscape through time, looking at both European landscape perception through time as well as global cultural perception through time. Secondly, discover how sustainable development has an effect on landscape perception and interaction. Thirdly, look at how people’s perception of landscape is influenced by laws. Fourthly, go into how topophilia (positive) and topophopia (negative) has an influence on perception. Finally, discus how an individual interprets the landscape based on who they are and how it influences their perception of certain landscapes, plus how perception can be altered due to things like the weather. 

Overtime, history has changed people’s perception of landscape. European landscape perception through time, has several different periods of time which had an influence on landscape perception. In prehistoric times landscape had two main functions which were functional and ritual. Also, individual experiences during prehistoric times was influenced by social codes (van Heijgen, 2013). During the antiquity period a beautiful landscape was perceived as agricultural land that had been tamed by "the strong hand of the master with the aid of the plough". Additionally, the Romans' interactions with the region they invaded were primarily based on ritual and military (van Heijgen, 2013). Furthermore, Greek philosophy had an important influence on a Romans perception of the environment. Landscape perception during the middle ages, after the fall of the Roman Empire changed in Western Europe due to being influence by Latin Christian culture. During this time landscape perception was viewed where wild nature is a place were demonic creatures roamed and wilderness is godless (van Heijgen, 2013). The renaissance which took place during the 15th and 16th centuries is where the wilderness was connected to self-discovery or endurance, as well as rural landscape been celebrated. During the renaissance there was a change in the meaning of the world ‘landscape’ which was an important development of peoples perception towards landscape  (van Heijgen, 2013). The enlightenment period was during the 18th century, throughout this period humans appreciate the beauty of the landscape only when it is cultivated, and woods should be planted in perfect symmetry (van Heijgen, 2013). Romanticism is also known as the romantic movement which occurred in the 18th/19th century. The Victorian age which is apart of romanticism saw a success of creative heritage of landscape especially with a lot of artists (van Heijgen, 2013). This showed that the landscape can be used us a way to make artistic pieces of work, and landscape can be interpreted in different ways. Modern Age is for the period of the 19th and 20th centuries, where the landscape was viewed as an ecological system and lots of paradigms occurred which had a universal approach towards landscape (van Heijgen, 2013). Throughout these periods from Europe landscape perception has changed within time to fit with the current culture of the time periods, which has modernised as the time has gone on, with present time bring the aspect of sustainable development within perception of landscape.

There are three main global cultural perceptions through time, which are Aboriginals, Hinduism, and Islam. Aboriginals are the original inhabitants of Australia, how believed that there was an additional landscape that exited alongside the visual landscape, which is known as dreamtime.  The landscape became the bearer of the dreamtime mythical creatures/animals' life power, and human, landscape, and nature became an united whole (van Heijgen, 2013). Non-Aboriginals do not have the same understanding of the landscape of Australia like the Aboriginals had, plus there is very few areas of landscape where you can see were Aboriginals inhabited (Stewart, 2008). Hinduism is the most significant aspect of Indian perception: the wheel of time turns in accordance with the infinite cosmic rule, in which the universe arises again with each turn. Humans, too, are subject to the cyclical world (van Heijgen, 2013). Within Hinduism animals, trees and mountains are a sacred aspect of the landscape. In Islam landscapes are usually mentioned as gardens, especially being an important part of stories and art. Within Islam landscape and nature are perceived as the creation of god (van Heijgen, 2013).
Sustainable development can have an effect on landscape perception and interaction, especially with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Sustainable development can be defined as the ability to meets the needs of the present time without compromising future generations ability to meet their own needs (United Nations Brundtland Commission, 1987). The UN came up with Sustainable Development Goals, which there are 17 goals in total which are in place to transform the World. The Sustainable Development Goals are a demand for action for all countries, rich, middle, and poor income, to increase growth while protecting the environment (United Nations, 2022b). The first sustainable development goal is no poverty which means that by 2030 everywhere should eradicate extreme poverty for all people across the world so that it ends all forms of poverty. Goal two of the Sustainable Development Goals is zero hunger which is about creating a world that is free of hunger by 2030 to ensure that everyone in particular the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including infants can access safe, nutritious and significant food all year round. Goal three of the Sustainable Development Goals is god health and well-being. Goal four of the Sustainable Development Goals is quality education. Goal five of the Sustainable Development Goals is gender equality. Goal six of the Sustainable Development Goals is clean water and sanitation. Goal seven of the Sustainable Development Goals is affordable and clean energy. Goal eight of the Sustainable Development Goals is decent work and economic growth. Goal nine of the Sustainable Development Goals is industry, innovation, and infrastructure. Goal ten of the Sustainable Development Goals is reduced inequalities. Goal eleven of the Sustainable Development Goals is sustainable cities and communities. Goal twelve of the Sustainable Development Goals is responsible consumption and production. Goal thirteen of the Sustainable Development Goals is climate action. Goal fourteen of the Sustainable Development Goals is life below water. Goal fifteen of the Sustainable Development Goals is life on land. Goal sixteen of the Sustainable Development Goals is peace, justice and strong institutions. The last Sustainable Development Goal is partnerships for the goals (United Nations, 2022a). All 17 Sustainable Development Goals have an impact on an individual’s perception of landscape, this is because by having the goals they can improve the way an individual sees the landscape, so they want to help give action, to be able to improve the world and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Everyone is able to keep track of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals online, where the track will show data from the databases using statistics, from organisations to track the progress of the goals (SDG Tracker, 2015). 

Thomas Malthus wrote ‘An Essay on the Principle of Population’ in 1798 which is about the Malthusian Theory of Population which was a theory of exponential population growth and calculation of food supply growth (Malthus, 1978). The theory is no longer used as the growth rates were not consistent with Malthus predictions. George Perkins Marsh wrote ‘Man and Nature’ in 1864 which is about how he believes man can destroy the earth rather than man creating it like others believed, if the earth is not restored and global resources are sustained (Marsh, 1864). It was one of the first documents on how human action has an impact on the environment. Rachel Carson authored 'Silent Spring' in 1962 on chemicals used in aerial sprayings, industrial settings, and on food to characterise the impacts of these agents in ecological terms rather than simply depicting the effectiveness of the chemical solutions. Carson based her argument on scientific evidence. She conducted significant research, quoting dozens of scientific studies, interviewing key experts, and studying materials from several fields (Carson, 1962). Carson's research was not disregarded, and it resulted in the restriction of some chemicals, as well as the fact that she promoted a new paradigm of thinking in which humans is not the centre of life on Earth, but rather a part of it. Silent Spring's impact goes on today in the scientific community's greater emphasis on environmentally friendly techniques and the public's increased support for sustainability in all aspects of our life. From each other these three people’s work you can see how their cultural background influenced the way they interpreted the landscape, through new concepts on sustainability, two in which had great impact in particular. 

Different laws, regulations, politics, political agenda can have an effect on ones perception of landscape such the fact political attitudes can alter the environment and so influence people's perceptions of the landscape (Taylor and Lennon, 2012). 

Topophilia is a positive effect of affective bonds between humas and the environment (González, 2005). Topophobia, on the other hand, is a negative term that refers to a hate or dread of places and encompasses all negative emotional responses people have to spaces, places, and landscapes that they find disagreeable or terrifying (González, 2005). Topophilia is excellent way in which everyone should have with landscape perception, as gives an individual a way to have a positive and beneficial effect on the environment, whether it is local or globally. Topophobia could occur when something negative has happened within a landscape, so an individual doesn’t want to associate with that landscape. 

Every individual has a different perception and interaction with the landscape which can be due to several factors. Individuals influences on landscape perception can be due to where they grew up, country/group they live within, life experiences, employment history, education, and mood. Gender is one aspect that determines an individual's perception and relationship with landscape. This is because the understanding of the link between the body and landscape differs from place to place and is conditioned by gender, place landscapes themselves can be gendered (Sikkink and M., 1999). 

The mood and circumstances can influence an individual's perception of landscape, which can be positive or negative under different situations. Weather, light, time of day, time of year can on the way someone interprets and perceives the landscapes, for example when it is a nice sunny day in the middle of the summer, an individual might see a landscape, and decide they want to spend time within that environment, however, if it was a rainy, gloomy day, they might decide to inside. Different ways people travel can change the their perception of landscape as the views on foot, cycle or vehicle can be all very different on how people see the landscape. 

A geologist will have a different interaction and perception of the landscape compared with others due to the fact that they will study, all the rocks and elements the come to gave to create the landscape. When looking at the geology of the landscape a geologist will be able to identify the time frames of all the layers of rocks and identify the different rocks types such as old red sandstone can be found in the Devonian period of time (www.chm.bris.ac.uk, n.d.). 

From my experience there are different factors which influences my landscape perception and interpretation such as the fact when out within the environments that the outdoor activities is take part in, sometimes you can not explore the environments, the way you want due to policies and rules in place like the Countryside Code. I think that landscape is not necessarily a social construction, as landscape can be seen all around, and everyone can have their own view and opinion on how they interpret and perceive the environment and landscape. When I perceive the landscape, I look at ways in which I can be sustainable to protect and preserve the environment for future generations. With learn about the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (2022b) I know the goals I can help with to show want can be achieved, so that the people can have a better way of life with an improved landscape, to interpret and perceive. 

There are several ways in which landscape can be perceived and interpreted, it not necessarily just a social construction. Landscape perception can be influenced by three different factors which are individual, cultural or the physical landscape itself. Individual factors are the influence a persons individuality has on the way they perceive landscape. Cultural factors are the influence of nationality, residential background of urbanization and politics. Physical landscape factor is the influence of the objective and material reality that is all around, there are specialties which explore physical landscape which are ecology, geology, hydrology, soil science and environmental science.  Landscape is always changing due to rapid urbanisation and development processes, which can be negative and change landscape perception more. From this there needs to be an understanding of the relationship between people and the environment as urbanisation destroys the natural landscape (Cakci Kaymaz, 2012). To conclude with landscape perception being adapted through history, and different impacts that influence peoples landscape perception it is more than a social construction. 
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