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Subject knowledge & skills

https://wordwall.net/resource/598166/subject-knowledge-1

https://wordwall.net/resource/598166/subject-knowledge-1


Aims of this lecture

1. 
Recap on 
subject 
knowledge

2. 
Consider 
what the 
term 
“authentic 
contexts “ 
could mean 
at FP and 
KS2

3. 
Research 
and plan 
for a 
cross-
curricular 
theme

4. 
Evaluate 
different 
types of 
medium-
term 
planning

5. 
Plan a 
lesson



Authentic contexts

The curriculum purposes and Progression Steps will
reinforce the need to make learning meaningful and
authentic. Mick Waters describes good teaching as
bringing ‘the world into range’. It is important that
children and young people see the relevance in their
learning to the world beyond the school gates and that
opportunities are taken to forge links to that
world…………………Visits and visitors can help to bring
abstract learning to life. Similarly, the internet opens up
immense possibilities to access resources, explore
sources and engage with real-life issues.

Donaldson(2015)



Just imagine ……… a year from now …

A Y5 class

What would 
make a good 

cross-curricular 
theme for that 

class?

St Thomas Primary School



Planning a cross-curricular theme

https://hwb.gov.
wales/curriculum
-for-wales-2008

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008


Planning a cross-curricular theme

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUhKB
Zb7A7c

https://sites.google.com/site/ahistoryofmum
bles/the-old-cape-horners-of-mumbles-by-
carol-powell-m-a

https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-
communities/learning-
resources?page=6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUhKBZb7A7c
https://sites.google.com/site/ahistoryofmumbles/the-old-cape-horners-of-mumbles-by-carol-powell-m-a
https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-communities/learning-resources?page=6


Planning a cross-curricular theme
Medium-
term 
Planning 
Y5.docx

Medium-term Planning Y5.docx


Share your plans
Key questions

How do your plans promote 
“authentic learning”?

Are the activities engaging and 
do they enable pupils to acquire 
knowledge and develop key 
skills?

Are there good opportunities to 
develop literacy skills?
What are they?



Lesson planning – let’s have a go

• APLP lesson 
Plan Phase 1 
2019-20.docx

Let’s choose one 
of the LLC ideas 
you thought of 

when you planned 
for the medium 

term. 

APLP lesson Plan Phase 1 2019-20.docx


Does planning in this way work?

A clear 
sequence of 
lessons 
enables you to 
support 
independent 
learning.

Similarly, you will be 
better able to 
differentiate 
learning and 
challenge pupils

If you are familiar 
with the curriculum 
documents, you will 
get to know what 
the progression of 
skills in the 3 
different areas are, 
so you will be better 
able to plan for 
progression and 
choose appropriate 
learning outcomes

s

Interesting good 
quality texts, or 
themes, will 
engage pupils, but 
they must engage 
you too!



Planning at KS2: what do you think?

Discuss the pros and cons of the 3 
types of planning and collate them 
in a grid.
Consider: 

• the 12 pedagogical principles
• the practicalities 
• whether you feel confident to 

teach in that way

Don’t feel that you have to agree 
with my views!

Pedagogical Principles.docx

Pedagogical Principles.docx


Review

1 you would like me to 
change about this lecture

2 things you will do in the 
future

3 things you have learnt


