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Mock Court Case:

The Murder of Victoria Climbe

Victoria Climbie's life was short and tragic. Her murder prompted the largest review of

Child Protection Arrangements in the United Kingdom. This trial will be focused around
the independent inquiry following the death, neglect and abuse of Victoria Climbie and
how we can prevent and avoid such events in the future.

Background on the deceased:

e Victoria Adjo Climbie born 2nd November
1991, murdered 25th February 2000, aged 8.

e Victoria was born in the small African Village of
Abobo which is located near Abidjan, the
former country capital of the Ivory Coast.

e Victoria’s parents were Francais Climbie and
Berthe Amoissi.

e Due to Abobo often being torn apart by civil
war, having endemic poverty and illiteracy
being extremely high among women and girls,
Victoria’s parents gave their daughter to Great
Aunt Marie-Therese Kouao so that she could
have a better life in Paris, France.

e Marie- Therese Kouao falsely claimed that Victoria Adjo Climbié was her
daughter. Kouao had initially intended to take a different young girl called Anna
Kouao, however Anna's parents had changed their minds and declined to allow
Kouao access to their child, Anna. Instead, Victoria Adjo Climbié travelled with a
French passport under the name of Anna Kouao and was identified as Anna
during her stay in the United Kingdom.

Parents

All mothers and most fathers have legal rights and
responsibilities as a parent - known as ‘parental
responsibility’. If you have parental responsibility, your most
important roles are to protect and maintain the child and to

provide a home for the child. In addition to this, you are also

responsible for disciplining the child, choosing and providing
the child’s education, agreeing to the child's medical treatment and naming the child.
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Victoria's parents, Francis Climbié and Berthe Amoissi gave their daughter to her Great
Aunt Marie Therese Kouao on the promise and basis that Victoria would have the best
possible life and get a proper education that she wouldn’t have received in Abobo. They
are clearly not to fault or blame in any part of the murder of their daughter Victoria Adjo
Climbie.

‘Blinding Incompetence’ from Services:

During Victoria Adjo Climbie’s life many services were aware of who she was and had
contact with her up to her death, these include; The Police, The Social Services
department of four local authorities, the National Health Services (NHS), the National
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), and local churches. Not only did
they have contact with the deceased, they also all noted and recorded signs of abuse.
However, all these services failed to properly investigate the case and it can be seen
that minimal action was taken to help Victoria Adjo Climbie.

Climbie’s story showed that there were flaws between all aspects of the main services
involved in her case, especially with child protection protocol and laws. Victoria Adjo
Climbe’s was known to four social service departments in London, England. These
services included; Enfielnd, Brent, Ealing and Haringey Social services, there were
three housing associations, two main hospitals, Central Middlesex and North Middlesex
Hospital, two child protection teams, two Metropolitan Police Department and a
department headed by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

Victoria Adjo Clmbie’s death showed that there had been breakdown, faults, corruption
and flaws within the multi-agency approach to child protection Furthermore, Climbie’s
Case showed that thousands of children who enter the UK every year under private
fostering arrangements come from west Africa. Therefore highlighting further matters to
do with other children in situations like Victoria’s!

National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children:

The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) is a charity
campaigning and working in child protection in the United Kingdom and the
Channel Islands.The NSPCC should have been aware of Victoria’s situation. The
NSPCC is an organisation that has been put in place to help children and families if
needed. Phone lines have been set up especially for children so that they can call the
NSPCC for help or advice without it appearing on a phone bill, both parents and children
have access to this. The NSPCC should act so why did they not in this instance?
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The NSPCC aims include, Early intervention is available so that the NSPCC can offer
assistance and guidance as issues occur immediately. To promote the best interests of
children who make contact with the NSPCC, and that individuals, particularly
practitioners working with children, can identify violence and react appropriately, helping
children to be confident that their needs would be addressed, believe that they can ask
for support, and know that they can trust employees with their problems. Make sure that
families are able to seek help without apprehension that it may contribute to stigmatising
interventions from public authorities, and to Ensure that families feel able to ask for help
without worries that it will lead to consequences from statutory services.

Police

The police are one of the most important contacts everyone has access to. The purpose
of the police service is to uphold the law fairly and firmly; to prevent crime; to pursue and
bring to justice those who break the law; to keep the Queen's peace; to protect, help and
reassure the community; and to be seen to do this with integrity, common sense and
sound judgement.Police also follow safeguarding when they are working because they
will be in some form of contact with children. They have a responsibility to help and
provide as best as possible for the community they work for.

In Victoria Climbie’s case, she had been known to two police child protection teams, four
social services departments and a specialist centre of the NSPCC. The officers are
accused of alleged neglect of duty. They all worked for the child protection teams at
Brent and Haringey which came into contact with Victoria. The Police involved in
Climbie’s case missed at least 12 chances to save Victoria's life.

Below you will find a timeline of Victoria’s life, a timeline of her trial, a time of the
inquiry and a list of missed chances to save Victoria because we as a government
have failed in our duties to save Victoria Adjo Climbie’s life.
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