Ass 2	ECGE7004	1601787
Part 2
This paper aims to reflect on the standing of ethics in the research process outlined in discussion one. This will include a brief analysis of the link between: ethics and methodology, power and human rights, ethical guidelines, and academic texts of research ethics regarding children and young people who are at risk of exclusion within an educational setting.

Concerning the challenges researchers may face regarding vulnerable children (last paragraph on page two), I would first like to draw on the work of Mishna et al. (2004) who claim that ethical practice and children’s rights have at times been overlooked in social science research literature. Morrow (1999, cited in Punch, 2002, p. 2) argues ‘that the power imbalance between adult researchers and child subjects is not always adequately addressed.’ Indeed, Powell, et al. (2012) propose that the power differences between the investigator and children is generally recognised to be the main ethical issue (Mayall, 2000; Morrow and Richards, 1996; Thomas and O’Kane, 1998). This may be noteworthy for researchers when considering the connection between methodology and ethics.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On further reflection of the points raised above, some additional factors for the researcher to consider are as follows: consent must be given willingly without coercion (Powell, et al. 2012), how may the study impact on the child? has the researcher provided the child with adequate information? for instance, the child’s right to be removed from the study at their request (Mishna et al. 2004). Munford and Saunders (2004, cited in Powell, et al. 2012) suggest that the wider discourses regarding the nature and position of childhood are essential reflections when research involves children. Furthermore, Trussell (2008, cited in Powell, et al. 2012, p. 8) suggests that ‘ethical issues in research are constantly evolving, reflecting the various epistemological paradigms and methodological practices within a particular socio-historical context.’
 
These narratives highlight some of the complexities of research ethics in relation to children, as well as the position of ethical principles. That is to say, ethical principles aim to ensure that throughout the research process confidentiality, anonymity, respect, fairness and safeguarding of vulnerable participants is upheld. A topic in discussion one that I would like to expand upon is the position of protective legislation and safeguarding measures concerning children and research, for example, the position of children’s rights, echoed in the UNCRC. Bell (2008, p. 8) argues that:
it is critical for research ethics guidelines to reflect human rights principles that also incorporate special considerations reflected within children’s rights instruments such as the UNCRC.

She further proposes that key considerations of the UNCRC principles, e.g., welfare, protection, provision, choice and participation are executed throughout the research process, i.e., research ethics procedures that reflect fundamental human rights philosophies.

My final reflection is concerning literature reviews and research ethics, as I neglected to highlight ethics in this area. For instance, consideration to respecting participant’s consent when intending to re-use data from a pre-existing study. For example, could the participant be put at risk if data is re-used and presented in a different way to the original study and therefore not in accordance with the consent given by the participant? Reflexivity may therefore help the researcher to address the evolving issues which may arise during the research process, but also help to inform policy and support evidence-based practice.
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