Christian Ethics.
 Christianity takes its teachings from the Bible. The Bible has many versions and interpretations, and it contains religious texts or scriptures that are said to be divine inspirations given to its authors directly from God. The scriptures offer moral guidance via prayers, hymns, and prophecies. This anthology of theological history is written about Jesus and his teachings as opposed to written by Jesus with direct instruction from him, showing how to apply Christian morals in daily life. Scripture as an account of God’s revelation often entices Christian moral engagement. Christian ethics differ from person to person according to the approach of the individual. Contemporary ethics allows Christians to apply scriptural teachings to accommodate the world in which they live. Even Some atheists’ ethical approaches to the world are based on Christian morals taken from the scriptures of the Bible, “thou shalt not kill” or “thou shalt not commit adultery” for instance. However, what characterizes Christian ethics from any other is their belief that Jesus Christ is not a prophet but an incarnation of God Himself. The Christian scriptures offer guidance about how to behave in an ethical manner; all Christian ethics utilize the scriptures, but how they are delivered is more complicated. The location and ethnicity of the Christian, for example can influence the ways in which Christian ethics are approached.  The speculation of the individual creates ambiguity, and forces complications when turning to scripture alone. There are different forms of scriptures used for interpreting Christian ethics; Decalogue (the ten commandments), narratives (‘because we sinned God has saved us’), prophetic speech (Isiah 5:8 condemning social injustice), and the Gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John). Within this framework there is the dilemma of choosing one of the many different versions that is right for that individual. There are certain aspects of the Bible that can give way to immoral interpretations; the references to slavery are examples of this. This may be referred to as situational ethics because when some versions were written it was common practice to have slaves, these versions were offering the best moral guidance within the context of that situation. 
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 Christian ethics are traditionally implemented to maintain social order. In the King James edition of the bible, Mathew 19:18, Jesus states “Thou shalt not steal and thou shalt not bear false witness.” This moral guidance offered in the bible by Jesus encourages social order. The location of the Christian can influence the scriptures used to maintain traditions. Catholic countries like Portugal have chosen to interpret verses such as Genesis 1:28 (NRSVACE) as instructing believers to subdue their sexual urges. This enables the tradition of rejecting contraception in favour of controlling lust unless it is for procreational purposes. Catholic priests practice celibacy. However, Protestant priests interpret the same verse in a contemporary context as being free to marry and favouring contraceptive methods, as opposed to removing lust from their hearts altogether. Pictured below are a Catholic priest (on left) and Protestant priest (on right). Both are wearing traditional dress for Christian priests. Whilst there are many similarities there are also some notable differences. 
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Protestants have also introduced females to the clergy. This shows that tradition within a Protestant framework has no fixed boundaries and adapts to fit contemporary ethics. Catholics uphold fixed traditions that refuse to expand to accommodate new elements. However, there are currently discussions surrounding the notion of Catholic priests getting married. Female priests may refer to Christian female saints in support of going against tradition to welcome female priests. The individual’s moral perspective will influence their chosen tradition and decisions to go against tradition. Traditionally, regulations put in place by dead white European males decided what was and wasn’t important and were put in place to maintain the moral authority of priests within the community. However, post modernism takes a more sociological approach and applies contemporary theories via situational ethics. Lived experiences shape the ways in which ethics are applied. Doing good acts does not necessarily make a good person; donating to charities to receive a tax break is an example of this. Christian theologists imply that reasoning systems of thought do not hold the sincerity of Christian faith. Non-spiritual philosophical documentation is usually thought to belong to reasoning, and their knowledge is not based on Divine revelation. However, reasoning can also be described as God given free will that allow humans to make sense of the world and interact with it in a well-informed way. Roman Catholics generally look to Aristotle and how he expresses Christian virtue ethics. Scriptural based Penticostal Karl Barth, however, explores reasoning as a source of Christian theological principles.
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 Reasoning is problematic because it does not consider the grace of God; instead, they choose to place natural law against Christian law. God’s will is considered by devout Christians higher than the free will of humans. Christian ethics are often ambiguous and open to philosophical, theological, and anthropological interpretations. Implicit ethics are concerned with norms that indicate authentic philosophical discussions surrounding what a Christian ‘ought’ to do. This is in opposition to formal norms, which are theoretical rules, regulations, and material norms arising from Christian beliefs. Within the hierarchy of these norms, being virtuous and improving one’s behaviour is held in the highest regard, rather than focusing on sins and identifying faults. Jewish approaches are concerned with rules and regulations, such as the ten commandments, whereas Hellenistic approaches believe that God is the source of all that is virtuous and innocent. 



Islamic ethics:
Islamic ethics are concerned with what followers should do, according to the Quran. The Quran contains scriptures that were written by a primary source, the Prophet Muhammed and are God’s direct word. This makes what is written an absolute truth for all Muslims. The Ijma is the acceptance of the consensus for moral reasoning. Modernist Muslim thinker, Fazlur Raman argued that initially Islam was driven by a desire to morally reform society, and these moral intentions saw the birth of dedicated reasoning and rational discourse. The revelations of God’s will encouraged Muslims to apply reasoning when attempting to understand God’s revelations in the Quran. Part of this rational inquiry into the understanding of revelation forced Muslims to extend rules and regulations for ethical behaviour. This provided a framework within which obligations and values could be defined. However human reasoning must be applied to the process of determination and elaboration. The Quran does not see spiritual life as being in conflict but recognises the dual aspects of human and social life. It is not obligatory for spiritual life to take priority over material duties. Emile Durkheim argued that religion promotes socialisation, I agree with his point and the Quran would also seem to support this as no priority is given to spiritual practice over material life such as socialising for example. Max Webber however disagrees with this and argues that post modern interpretations of religious ethics can leads to disenchantment. I refute his claim without modernity Islamists would not have travelled and cultural diversity would not have progressed, however post modernity has encouraged people of faith to be suspicious of those deciding what we ought and ought not to do. This is true about women in Iran. The punishment for adultery within the Quran is 100 lashes for both the man and the women, however in some Islamic states only the women is punished. Many Muslims are now protesting that death by stoning in countries like Iran is barbaric. Morality hasn’t changed but the ways in which morality is ethically applied is changing. However, traditionalists believe post modernity and philosophical reasoning is an attempt to westernise Islamic culture. Whilst writing this essay it has been difficult to find non bias texts that give an objective view of Islamic ethics. So much of what is written is seen through the eyes of the western caricatures of Islam or testimonials from Muslims that have experienced negative or abusive treatment within their faith. This paints a very one-sided view of how morals and ethical behaviour is implemented under the guidance of the Quran. Family values and showing kindness to others is something that transcends Islam and is the foundation of most religions including Christianity. Social cohesion is needed to maintain social order and help society progress harmoniously. The word terror was used many times and Islamic ethics are often presented as barbaric. On the contrary the Quran provides a sense of purpose that actively encourages freedom of belief on the basis that ‘God treats humans with honour giving them the choice of believing or not believing. (A. Ourghi; Freedom of religion also applies to Islam 2019 pp 137-140) There is a distinct lack of understanding of both the language and the cultural traditions. Traditionally, followers of Islam must have knowledge of Arabic language and culture to understand the formation of the Quran. Other secondary sources considered credible by Muslims, according to the interpreters’ credentials, are the Sunnah or Hadith which are human interpretations of Mohammed’s life. They are concerned with the material world and criticism of sinful activity. The Ijma or Consensus, and the Qiyas or analogy are used more in contemporary ethics as they are open to interpretation and philosophical discussion. Earlier Islam offered clearly defined moral goodness, and how to apply ethics. However, the Quran is now being translated into other languages. These translations have varying interpretations, which can prove problematic, opening the scriptures to philosophical discussion and reasoning. Only the Arabic version remains in the original format, so it is considered the most reliable source. Some Arabic words have no English translation or have more than one meaning. In the Quran (9:29) the English translation states,” fight those that do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day.” However, in the Arabic version the word ‘fight’ can also be translated as defend. During this period Islamists were forbidden to defend themselves until they migrated to Medina, so the verse is permitting Islamists to defend themselves rather than attacking non-believers. Sunnis traditionally follow one school of thought, but this can change in accordance with which interpretation the individual chooses to support their chosen lifestyle. Muslims can shop around for a credible opinion that supports the individual’s desire, Shia Muslims for example generally prefer mystical interpretations. The opinion isn’t binding like that of a judge. Fatwas are advisory opinions relating to God’s will but aren’t morally binding. This it could be argued is a form of reasoning. The meaning of the Quran is often controversial and complicated. Many Muslims are now trying to implement morality in their lives in accordance with Quran by carefully balancing traditional interpretations and contemporary ethics.  Situational ethics are often viewed as the westernisation of the Islamic faith. Abdel- Hakim Ourghi recognises the Quran as a religious offering of spiritual values that enable and promote a tolerant and peaceful life with others. This perspective is in stark contrast to the more traditional interpretations and the western caricatures of barbaric Muslims desperate to cut peoples heads off. Location also plays a part in what is or is not considered ethical. For example, Muslims from India are free to travel anywhere as a tourist or for job opportunity. Muslims from Pakistan are not permitted to Kuwait. Muslims n China aren’t permitted to fast during Ramadan as this practice is considered morally wrong by the Chinese government. This could also be classed as situational ethics.
[image: ] The image on the eft and below depicts social harmony within the Islamic faith. It is considered morally wrong to disrupt social harmony for personal gain
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