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Slide one: introduce, why is it important and why have I chosen it 

National council of Teachers of English, (2020) explain that there is not one set definition of literacy, however, literacy is a meaningful tool of communication with links to speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
Wray, et al. (2002) supported this and explained that literacy is a powerful tool. 

From babies’ children are developing their literacy skills through the sounds of different voices, stories, and rhymes (Makin and Whitehead, 2004). Neuroscience now reveals that the brain develops and builds neutral connections in response to pleasurable social interaction in the first year of life (Whitehead, 2010). This highlights how significant it is for babies to have interactions as it is the build the foundations for their literacy development. 
Ergen, (2019) explains how essential literacy is as it is a form of communication, and a world without interaction is unable survive.
Psychologist Vygotsky viewed words as the essentials for thought, therefore teaching children to be literate allows them to have the tools for thinking allowing them to grow and develop (Fisher and Williams, 2006).
Hall, and Robinson, (2003) explain that school learning is centred around literacy with literacy being seen and valued as a core skill for children to develop. Literacy is also seen as a core skill in the new curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2022)
With the new purpose led curriculum, it gives children a range of opportunities to develop their literacy skills in a range of different contexts, and with the new curriculum being flexible, practitioners can develop this skill in a range of ways to suit the child (Welsh Government, 2022). 

Slide two: Summarize the one key educational/pedagogical aspect and explain your reasoning 
The UNESCO, (2023) expressed how literacy is constantly developing in the modern world, yet there are still around 763 million adults globally who are still unable to read or write. Therefore, this is an essential skill which needs to be developed within children from a young age. 
There is not one set view or theory on how children develop literacy, as all children learn and develop at different rates (Makin and Whitehead, 2004).  However, one hypothesis is:
The Sapir-Whorf- hypothesis - Particular categories and concepts of language are considered to be unique to that language. Literacy is unique 

Bruner- acknowledges the significance of early pre-verbal thinking but he stresses the role of adults in organising language and cultural experiences for the child. 

Regardless literacy does Not only greater educational achievements but can also Allow for greater participation in the labour market in addition to offering a range of other social opportunities (UNESCO and (Bronfenbrenner et al., 1986; UNESCO, 2021; URT, 2018, cited in Suru, 2022 p. 61))- 


Slide Three: intro to best practice 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (n.d.) and Browne (2009) expresses that classroom settings should be rich in opportunities for children to be able to read, write, speak, and listen.  Therefore, it is the role of the practitioner to ensure that they have an environment where all children can learn

This is supported by the by the Professional standards for teaching and leadership as it is the role of the practitioner to be innovative and use these skills to ensure that they are developing new techniques which will support students further to develop a skill that will be crucial to their future (Welsh Government, 2020)


Slide four: Visual Materials 

Hasan et al found in their case study that 68% of students and teachers in their study founded that visual aids help support learners in their development of vocabulary. This highlights the significance of using visual aid in developing childrens literacy as it helps scaffold on build on children current knowledge.  

Bryson, (n.d.). - visual aids are objects such as photos, materials and diagrams which help facilitate conversations and open discussions in an engaging manner. 

The National Council for Special Education, (2021) explain that Visual materials are inclusive as they as helpful for everyone, helping children communicate especially for children who may struggle with a learning difficulty such as dyslexia. visual aids are a multi-sensory material, Leicester City Council. (2012, p. 32) explains that having them available every lesson for children who have dyslexia is extremely beneficial. 

Morin, (n.d.). highlights how this supports a multi-sensory pedagogy which is where the practitioner will create tasks which require children to use more than one sense at a time, this allows children to have more than one way to make a connection and learn new concepts. For example, Visual aids allow children to use their sight to aid understand when reading texts. 


One activity could be for practitioners to have children create:
Bryson, (n.d.) Mind maps as they are great visual aids, this allows students to brainstorm ideas for a writing task or PowerPoint. This is a task which can be done collaboratively, and a practitioner can easily model the activity by demonstrating how students a mind map on a white board, 

Laal and Ghodsi (2012) explain that Collaborative learning is seen as an effective educational approach to teaching and learning. The Education Endowment Foundation (2021) support this as they founded that through collaborative learning with literacy, pupils can make an additional 3 month’s progress on average. For collaborative learning to be successfully it is significant that the practitioner organises these activities with consideration to ensure all children can contribute. 

This also links with professional learning, which is one of the 5 standards of professional teaching, which ensures that practitioners are consistently extending their own knowledge and pedagogy to ensure children can access teaching and education which suits them best (Education Wales, 2018)


Vygotsky strongly supported a practitioner scaffolding as he emphasised that through the process, it structures a child’s learning, allowing a learner to exceed their current ability (Boyd and Bee, 2014).

Under the language, literacy, and communication framework, under the new curriculum for Wales children under progression step one should be able to use different contexts and pictures to help children understand, (Welsh Government, 2023). This highlights how the curriculum supports the use of visual materials as they can support children in their development of literacy as it supports them in finding meaning and understanding in words. 

Pateşan et al., (2018 cited in Suru, 2022, p.57)- Visuals must be engaging not distracting challenge as visuals are unique to the child therefore, it is dependent on the child if they are distracting or helpful.
John, et al. (2013) explain that through using visual aids in the development of literacy children can fully be concentrated on the text, which is significant as it ultimately allows them to be fully engaged with the literature and allows them to fully understand the story or text 

Supporting children in gaining a range of understanding, supports children in their development of life skills such as critical thinking and problem solving. 

Developing skills such as these will continue to be relevant for children in their futures as they begin their lives and careers as these are everyday skills which are used (Estyn, 2018).

Slide five: Play 
Glenda and Pellegrini (1985, cited in Hall and Robinson, 2003) claimed that the language used when children play is like the formal language that children are required to learn and use in school.
In 2010 Wales passed the Play Sufficiency Duty and became the first country to pass a law on play (Play Wales, 2022). The law ensures that local authorities assess and ensure that the schools are secure to ensure that children can have opportunities to play. (Welsh Government, 2014). This law recognises that children enjoy and benefit from taking part in a wide range of playing activities

There are a range of definitions of play as there are a range of different playing methods. However, play Scotland 2024 highlight that they key elements to play are:
· Fun
· Uncertain
· Challenging
· Flexible

one activity found in a case study was to have children write letters during their pretend play which links to the role play scenario for example being on holiday (Tekyi-Arhin, (2023). Bailey et al., (2016) explains that this would engage children as they would be able to write about what they are doing whilst playing, therefore children would be unaware working on their literacy skills. Within the curriculum for Wales, under progression step one under the literacy language and communication framework, children should be able to communicate through writing letters in a range of different contexts (Welsh Government, 2023) 


Piaget (1962,) supported this and expressed that as a child develops play it aids the development of cognitive structures which supports a child in being able to understand their environment and the world. This highlights how essential play is for children as they can develop in a range of ways through play  
This is also supported by the next point which is that
Under article 31 under the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of a child, every child has the right to play, this highlights again the range of benefits that play can have for children in every aspect of their development (UNICEF, n.d.).
Marbina et al., (2011 cited in Parker, et al. 2022) highlight that Learning through play is now seen as a pedagogy which can have a range of benefits for pupils, therefore, it has been heavily encouraged for practitioners to incorporate into a school day. Pedagogy is now a part of the 5 expectations of professional standards therefore, it extremely significant that teachers adapt their pedagogy to ensure learners can progress in their learning. (Education Wales, 2018)
However, it can be challenge and complex to integrate into the school’s day as it can be difficult to define. Parker et al. (2022) and Treasure (2018) expressed that it is best practice for practitioners to ensure they understand play and what it means to be able to ensure that children can actively engaged themselves in meaningful play to ensure they are learning and developing.

Slide six: Technology 


In a survey taken by the National Literacy Trust (2019) they founded that out of 219 teachers almost 9 in 10 believed that technology could help engage children with literacy 
It also founded that 75% of teachers believed that technology should be made more available to help support literacy. 


However, there are concerns by many parents, for children to stay safe online which can limit therefore the government have created guides for teachers to use to educate children on online safety (UK Government, 2023).  Education Wales, (2018) and Turvey et al (2016) Therefore, explain it is extremely significant that practitioners in their pedagogy are up to date with current policies and are aware of the dangers that can happen with technology to ensure that childrens well-being it at the heart of their pedagogy. 


Smith (2022) Founded that it is extremely significant that practitioners can prepare children for their futures in the modern digital world, therefore, integrating technology into developing educational skills such as literacy skills is extremely significant. 


 Estyn (2013) highlighted how Penybont primary school integrated ICT to their class theme
 
Penybont primary school used ICT to develop the teaching and learning of literacy. The school used WW2 as a project and had year 5+6 used different soft wears to create a script based on Michaels Morpurgo’s Friend and Foe. After creating and working on the scripts they performed and filmed them acting, from here the pupils edited their act and premiered it to the class (Estyn, 2013)

The practitioner founded that through using ICT children were more engaged and motivated on the task and founded that ICT has a positive impact on literacy as standards were raised through using it. 
Estyn (2013) did express that a challenge can be that students copy and paste information when doing tasks online, 

Activities like this are supported by the science and technology framework where children under progression step one should be able to experiment with a range of computing technology and under progression step two children should be able to use a range of material and equipment for a range of reasons. 

Activities like this are supported by the cross curricular framework within the new curriculum for Wales, (Welsh Government, 2022

Dewanti, et al.  (2022). Explains that This is also supported by the ideas cyber pedagogy which is a focus on using technology as a teaching method where appropriate rather than using traditional pedagogical methods. Welsh Government, (2022) explain that when a setting is designing their curriculum, they should integrate the use of technology where appropriate due to its benefits.  
This links with the ideas of theorist Dewey who believed that practitioners should centre students learning around pupils’ interest and aim to prepare students to be socially responsible citizens (Williams, 2017). Therefore, this highlights how technology can prepare children for their futures. 

Margot and kettler (2019 cited in Pappa et al 2023) and Smith (2022) found that integration of technology into the classroom is heavily based on practitioners training, ability, and confidence. 

Brooks, (2009) explains that it is essential that the practitioner are trained and skilled with technology to ensure they can ensure actively engage children with technology this may help with challenges such as children copy and pasting information.

Slide seven: Conclusion


UNESCO (2023) explain that Developing literacy is extremely important as it Empowers individuals and allows them to be literate, not only will it have effects for childrens development but will also support children in their future socially and economically 

All 3 best practice ideas support children in being able to develop the skill of literacy, 

Each best practice examples have clear links to the curriculum which highlights the relevance of each.

Education Wales, (2018) explain that Professional standards for teachers highlight that a practitioner should always be advancing learners and supporting learners as they learn and discover new knowledge. Therefore, Ridgeway (2017, p, 100) explains that it is best practice offering children additional structure when writing for example can support children in becoming more engaged in the task. 
Wang, and Degol, (2014) highlight with children more engaged they will develop the skill to a higher standard and enjoy developing the skill at the same time.
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Visual Aids:

Hasan et al (2015) found that 68% of students and teachers in their study found that
visual aids help support learners in their development of vocabulary.

Visual materials are often described as objects such as photos, materials and diagrams
which can support students to start talking (Bryson, n.d.).

Visual Aids are inclusive (National Council For Special Education, 2021).

Task idea: create a mind map for a writing task or PowerPoint (Bryson, n.d.).

Supported by the language, literacy, and communication framework (Welsh
Government, 2023).

Visuals must be engaging but not distracting (Patesan et al., 2018 cited in Suru, 2022,
p.57).

Supports children In their development of relevant life skills such as critical thinking
and problem solving (Estyn, 2018).
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The language used when children play is similar.Q the formal language that children are required to learn and use in school (Glenda
and Pellegrini, 1985, cited in Hall and Robinson, 2003).

Play supports children in their development of their language skills which supports them in their development of literacy (Bailey et al.,
2016 and Paterson and Mielonen, 2009).

To incorporate writing into play activities practitioners can have children write letters during a pretend play session (Tekyi-Arhin,
2023).

Under progression step one under the literacy language and communication framework, children should be able to communicate
through writing letters in a range of different contexts (Welsh Government, 2023).

Different stimulating games can have excellent effects in developing literacy in children (Estyn, 2017).
Piaget (1962) expressed that as a child develops play it aids the development of cognitive structures.
Under article 31 under the UNCRC, every child has the right to play (UNICEF, 1989).

Learning through play is now seen as a pedagogy (Marbina et al., 2011 cited in Parker, et al. 2022).

It is significant that practitioners understand play and what it means (Parker et al. 2022 and Treasure, 2018).

(Denver VC Primary School, nd)
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TECHNOLOGY:

In a survey taken by the National Literacy Trust (2019) they found
that out of 219 teachers almost 9 in 10 believed that technology
could help engage children with literacy.

Smith (2022) and Blue (2022) found that it is extremely significant
that practitioners can prepare children for their futures in the
modern digital world.

Homer et al (2014) highlighted how technology can encourage
the most reluctant of reader to read.

Estyn (2013) highlighted how Penybont primary school integrated
ICT into their class theme.

Supported by the Science and Technology Framework and digital
competency cross curricular framework (Welsh Government
2023).

Supported by Theorist Dewey who heavily encouraged for
activities to be purposeful with links to real world thinking
(williams, 2017).

Itis essential that practitioners are trained to ensure that they
can use different programmes effectively for children
(Brooks,2009).
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CONCLUSION:

- UNESCO (2023) explain that developing literacy is extremely
important as it empowers individuals and allows them to be
literate.

- Each best practice example has clear links to the curriculum
which highlights the relevance of each.

- Ridgeway (2017, p, 100) explains how offering children
additional structure can support children in becoming more
engaged in the task.

- With children more engaged they will develop literacy to a
higher standard and enjoy developing the skill at the same time

(Wang, and Degol, 2014).
{OneEducation, 2023)
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Developing Literacy

What is Literacy?
There is not one set definition for the meaning of literacy (National Council of Teachers of English, 2020) .
Wray, et al. (2002) explained that literacy is a powerful tool.

From babies’ children are developing their literacy skills through the sounds of different voices, stories and
rhymes (Makin and Whitehead, 2004).

Why is it important?

Ergen, (2019) explains how essential literacy is as it is a form of communication.

Psychologist Vygotsky viewed words as the essentials for thought (Fisher and Williams, 2006).

Literacy is a core skill (Hall and Robinson, 2003. National Literacy Trust, n.d. Welsh Government, 2022).

Nationi Literacy Trust,n.d)
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* Browne (2009) expresses that classroom settings
should be rich in opportunities for children to be able to
read, write, speak, and listen.

* Supported by the Professional Standards for Teaching
and Leadership (Welsh Government, 2020).
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