Within this section, the author will outline the findings of the research project and aim to clarify the findings in relation to the overall research question which is, can more effective and focussed roads policing reduce the vast amount of casualties and fatalities on UK roads? The author will also examine the findings of the project in relation to the four research objectives which have been previously outlined as;

· What is the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety?
· What constitutes effective roads policing in regards to reducing road casualties and fatalities?
· To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
· Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?

The overall findings of the research project is that more effective and focussed roads policing can reduce the vast amount of casualties and fatalities on roads. Whilst the research conducted during the course of the project cannot provide clarity on the extent to which roads policing reduces the amount of casualties and fatalities on roads, the research has certainly found that roads policing does reduce road traffic collisions which in turn will reduce road related casualties and fatalities.

The secondary research conducted within the project found that there is a positive relationship between increased roads policing and increased road safety which in turn will reduce the number of casualties and fatalities on roads. It was also found that increased enforcement of traffic law is found to increase compliance with traffic laws, further reducing the overall number of road related casualties and fatalities. The research also concluded that a major causation factor of casualties and fatalities was the presence of one or more of the ‘fatal five’, namely; driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, careless or inconsiderate driving, use of a mobile phone whilst driving, not wearing a seat belt and driving at excess speed. 

Overall, the secondary research found that the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety is a positive one and effective roads policing greatly improves general road safety. A clear theme was identified within the secondary research and that was that road policing and enforcement of traffic laws in integral to any effort made to reduce road casualties and fatalities. Furthermore, it was found that effective roads policing involves not only the enforcement of the law but also the education of those who due to their behaviour increased the risk of casualties and fatalities on roads. However, it was also found that in circumstances whereby education of road users was not applicable, the severity of penalties and the perceived risk of apprehension are two major factors in the effectiveness of road policing activities. 

Within the secondary research, an alarming theme in the number of designated roads policing officers across the United Kingdom was identified. In the past two decades, the number of roads policing officers has declined steadily and even more worryingly the importance of roads policing appears to be neglected as a priority for many police forces across the United Kingdom. The research discovered that 83% of police forces fail to mention roads policing in their respective Police and Crime Plans. The secondary research identified the clear lack of acknowledge for the importance of roads policing by the large majority of police forces within the United Kingdom. As such, the overall aim of the primary research was to establish exactly how the lack of acknowledge for the importance of roads policing is impacting on the ability of roads policing units to effectively police the roads and whether other units within their respective police forces can assist to effectively police the roads. 

The primary research which took place in the form of questionnaires found that the reduction in the numbers of roads policing officers is having an impact on their ability to meet demand with 60% of respondents feeling that there is not an adequate number of roads policing officers to meet demand. The importance of this finding cannot be understated as if roads policing officers cannot effectively police the roads, there is more risk of harm to the public on the roads. Furthermore, the research found that roads policing officers do not have enough time to proactively police the roads which will further the impact of low staffing levels as the perceived risk of apprehension is a vital factor in deterring traffic law violations. 

It is clear from these findings that the number of roads policing officers is so low that they can no longer effectively police the roads. Therefore, the police now rely more and more on response officers to assist roads policing officers. However, the findings within the primary research conducted show that response officers are far less well equipped to police the roads.

The primary research found that response officers have even less free time to proactively police the roads with 87% of respondents feeling that they do not have free time within their role to proactive police the roads. The questionnaires also found that response officers are not appropriately trained to effectively police the roads and generally response officers are not awarded for proactively policing the rewards. Furthermore, it was found that response officers do not have the appropriate equipment to assist them in proactively policing the roads. It is clear that response officers are not appropriately trained and are ill-equipped to police the roads effectively through education of roads users and the proper punishments of those who continue to violate traffic laws.

To conclude on the overall findings of the research project, it was found that more effective and focussed roads policing can reduce the amount of casualties and fatalities on the roads of the United Kingdom. It was also found that roads policing has an overall positive impact on road safety when roads policing is conducted effectively through education and prosecution of offenders. However, it was found that police forces across the United Kingdom are neglecting the importance of roads policing and the low staffing levels within policing is preventing the effective policing of roads across the United Kingdom. 

