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What is Ethics?
Correct rules of conduct

Ethical Guidelines
The purpose of these is to protect the participants, the reputation of Psychology and the Psychologists themselves.

About the experiment
Prisoners treated like every other criminal. 
Arrested at their homes with no prior warning.
When they arrived at mock prison, they were striped naked, deloused. Person possessions taken from them.
All give prison clothing and bedding.
Could only be referred to by prison number.

Guards were all dressed identical.
Sunglasses worn to prevent eye contact.
Instructed to do whatever they thought necessary to maintain law and order and respect. However, Violence was not permitted.

After a short time, guards began taunting the prisoners and giving physical punishment.

Less than 36 hours into the trial prisoner number 8612 began suffering from emotional disturbance, disorganised thinking and uncontrollable crying and rage. 
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Was the
Experiment
Ethical?

Consent/Deception

* The prisoners and Zimbardo himselt did not know what would happer. Meaning
there was alack of fully nformed consent

* The Prisoners did not consent to being ‘arrested:at home. This breached the ethics
ofZimbardo's own contract which the participants had signied.

* Deception was evident throughout all the study.

Protection of Participants

* The participants playing the role of prisoners, were subjected o psychological
‘harm, humiliation and distress.

Right to Withdraw

* The participants were informed they could withdzaw at any time, this however vras
revoled The prisonere viould tell each other there s o way out”

Debriefing
* The partcipants were also not debriefed until several years later.

* This made it dficult to assess whatlevel of peychological harm came rom the
experiment
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Due to the violations of ethics, The Stanford Prison
Experiment would ot be conducted currently.

The ethical guideline for protection of participants
from physical or psychological harm was developed as
aresult of this experiment

Any studies undertaken now go under extensive
review by an ethics committee before they are
implemented.

Guidelines are published by the British Psychological
Society.
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Stanford Prison Experiment - Kayleigh Evans
Monkey Drug Trials - Loretta Waters
Little Albert - Lewis Rocke
Project MKultra — Sarah Goode
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What is Ethics?

Key part of psychological experiments and investigations

Researchers responsibility to ensure their practice is
morally correct

Protecting participants from harm
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There are a few guidelines in which researchers should be mindful of :

I o

Protection of Participants

Ethical Debrief
Guidelines in Deception
Psychology Contidentiality

Withdrawal
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About the Experiment

Zimbardo and his colleagues were interested in finding out if brutality reported among
guards in America was due to sadistic personalities or was because of the prison
environment

A basement in Stanford University was converted into a mock prison

78 applicants were given diagnostic interviews & personality tests. This was to eliminate
anyone with medical or psychological issues or a history of crime and or drug abuse

24men were chosen to partake in the experiment. No one knew each other and they were
paid $15a day.

Participants were randomly given the role of prisoner ot guard
Within a short time, both were settling into the roles

The experiment should have run for two weeks, but on the sixth day the
‘whole experiment was terminated due to emotional breakdowns of prisoners and
excessive aggression of the guards
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Was the

Experiment
Ethical?

«At the time, this experiment was normal and did not violate
any laws because there wasn't any.

“With laws now in place looking back at this experiment it
draws quite a few red flags.




