
Author Questionnaire

Your ideas, suggestions and contacts are a valuable part of the effective marketing of your book. Please complete this questionnaire in as much detail as you feel able to and return to [email] , with a high quality author photograph for use in publicity. 

 
                                                                   
1. Full name including degrees and professional qualifications (please indicate how you wish your name to appear on the book and in publicity material and catalogues). 
Charlotte Coram. Would want C Coram to appear on book and publicity material. Bachelors in Creative Writing, Published in The Winchester Student Anthology.

2. Place and date of birth.
Swansea South Wales. DOB 05/10/1999

3. Private contact address and telephone number.   
Arfryn, Peniel, Carmarthen, SA32 7DP. Mobile: 07572147039
       
        

4. Previous books (with publishers’ names and year of publication), and/or journal or magazine articles
The Winchester Student Anthology, published 2019 by Atmosphere Press


5. Please write a short biographical piece that we can use, with details of education, academic qualifications, appointments, travel, awards, interests and any other relevant information about yourself. This should be a narrative rather than a straightforward CV
Charlotte Coram was born and raised in a small market town in South Wales. Growing up, she had a strong interest in writing and textile art, which led to her pursuing a Bachelors in Creative writing. This is where she was first published in the Winchester Student Anthology. Currently living on a farm in West Wales, Charlotte spends her time in nature along with her partner with the intention of completing her Masters.

6. Please write a brief description (in about 200 words) of your book to be used as a basis for publicity material – the book’s cover or jacket, leaflets and catalogues. 
Clouded by the mystery of her sister’s disappearance, Florence Cunningham, trapped in her grief and her need for closure, embarks on a journey to an isolated Welsh town in search for answers. Greeted by hostile natives, with no need to offer assistance to an outsider, Florence is left to navigate the mystery on her own; that is until she meets the mysterious Patrick Graves, the only native willing to open his home to her.
In terms of book covers, in the same genre books such as How to make friends in the dark by Kathleen Glassow, Good enough by Jen Petro-Roy, One of us is lying by Karen M.McManus and I will never see the world again by Ahmet Altan.

 Is there an intended audience for your book?
Fiction readers of any age above sixteen.
Readers of Wales, particularly the readers local to the areas mentioned in the book


7. Please give details of any forthcoming events relevant to your book, such as conferences, readings, concert tours and soon, both in Britain and abroad.
Llandeilo literary festival – with a focus on Welsh authors, this would be an ideal event.


8. Are there any towns or areas where you would recommend special promotion such as a local bookshop or local media?
Local areas to where I was raised such as Swansea, Carmarthen, Lampeter and Cardiff. Local channels such as


9. Please list the names of any societies, associations, or professional institutes whose members may be interested in your book, with a contact name if you have one. (Tick any that you belong to.)
The Winchester student creative writing society 
University of Wales Trinity St David creative writing BA 



10. We will send review copies and/or press releases to journalists at the relevant specialist and general press. Please list those you consider should be included, with contact names if you have them.

Review copies should be sent to:
Kemptown Bookshop – Cathy Hayward 01273 682110 




11. Does your book have any news value to help us secure the interest of the mainstream media? Is there an interesting backstory to your project? What was your point of inspiration for the project?
This project was formed while I was in my final year of university, studying creative writing. I was inspired just a month before my course finished to focus on the area I was born and raised in, using my knowledge of Welsh culture and my interest in horror fiction to begin my journey as a writer. With Welsh authors on the rise, using the land they call home as inspiration, I found inspiration myself from my dissertation to navigate my way through this niche market. I was also inspired by the creator of the Llandeilo literary festival, who identified a gap in the market in terms of Welsh literature and was inspired as a bilingual writer to start writing in my native tongue.

12 Are you a social media user? Please list any relevant accounts.
Facebook: C Coram
Twitter: charlotte_coram
Instagram: charlotte_coram
	
Thank you very much for taking the time to complete our questionnaire. Please feel free to forward further information or ideas to us at any time!
Olympia Publishers
Dear Olympia Publishers,
I hope this email finds you well. I’m contacting you today in regard to my novel ‘What happened to Eunice?” I am a debut novelist and I believe I would be a good fit for your company. From my understanding, you are interested in several genre’s, including fiction and horror, and I believe that my novel would be an ideal fit into these categories. I am aware you represented debut novelist Sam Cooper, an author who’s style I greatly admire. His ability to convey human experiences in such a realistic way, while having horror undertones to move the story along; is something that is reflected in my own work and elements of my novel. Saying this, however, I do believe there is a clear distinction between both works that is sufficient to contrast from it.
I decided to write “What happened to Eunice?” after a turbulent journey achieving my bachelor’s degree. Coming from a bilingual background and the very background based in the novel, I have a unique understanding of the setting I have written about. I am a Welsh-speaking native, having grown up in the more isolated parts of the country and while this story is fiction, I do believe I have a unique perspective and voice. I do not believe there are many stories out there like mine. While there is a variety of horror fiction available, there are very few that involve a horror story set in Wales, written by a Welsh native.
This is a story featuring a mysterious disappearance, fuelled by complex family relationships and themes of isolation and mistreatment. These components are a good fit for the stereotypical horror fiction genre, and it would appeal to readers who took interest in novels such as “Gone Girl” and “The Girl on the Train”, and further appeal to those living local to Wales.
I am a newly graduated student as of 2022, where I spent three years obtaining my bachelors in Creative Writing at UWTSD. I was an active member in my university’s club of higher intelligence, where I received a grant of £500. I do also have the plans of returning to complete my Master’s degree, also in Creative Writing. In 2019, I completed a further one-year degree in creative writing with the Open University. Also in 2019, I was published in the Winchester Student Anthology and am currently waiting on the outcome of further submissions.
I look forwards to hearing from you, should you decide this piece if worth further consideration.
Please find attached the synopsis and the first three chapters of the novel. The full word count is 90,000 words.
Yours sincerely,
Charlotte Coram



WHAT HAPPENED TO EUNICE?
Synopsis
Whitland 2007. Eunice Cunningham, freshly graduated from university and works in a bookstore on the weekends. She is friendly and dedicated to her weekend job, she does not drink or stay out late. She is the perfect daughter, never stepped a foot out of line, which was concerning when she did not return home on a Saturday night from a shift; prompting her family to report her missing. Six months and nothing has changed, Eunice has not reappeared, and she is pronounced missing. This affects her family, especially her younger sister Florence.
Florence is eight years older, a university graduate herself, though struggles to keep a job for longer than a year. She is a shadow of her sister. Stuck in her monotonous lifestyle, the effects of her sister’s disappearance are obvious. She has been fired from her job, there’s an eviction notice on the door to her flat and she’s in the process of moving her things; half of her belongings packed away in boxes. Her parents have agreed to store her things while she’s getting back on her feet. On her last day at her flat, a brown envelope is posted through the door, and upon opening it, she finds an old journal. Opening it, she realises it’s her sister’s old diary, which forces Florence to question the disappearance of her sister. Flicking through it, there was mention of an unnamed man who’d caught her eye and on the very last page is the word Llansannan. Florence decides to follow to clue in the hopes of finding her sister.
Travelling in her silver 2000 Vauxhall Astra, Florence makes it to Llansannan without any plan or place to stay. The whole time, wondering and questioning why her sister left and if she was really still alive after all these years.
Upon her arrival to the small, isolated village, she is immediately shunned and shown she is unwanted there, and after trying to find somewhere to stay and denied at the local pup, she is forced to sleep in her car. Not one native to the town will speak to her, despite explaining the situation and asking if anyone had seen her sister. She is shut down immediately. This is where she meets Patrick Graves, a local sheep farmer and the only one who is willing to speak to her.
She is helped by Patrick, who shows concern to the whereabouts of her sister, claiming he’d seen someone fitting her description in the town just a week ago, before moving on to somewhere else. During this time, Florence is enticed by Patrick, who opens his home to her while she’s staying in the town, which is the catalyst to the final part of the novel. While looking for answers, Florence comes to realise that there was evidence that Eunice had been in Patrick’s home, and while he denies it, Florence becomes suspicious of him.
Further reading Eunice’s diary, she realises this mystery man was indeed Patrick, and that something bad must have happened to her; her diary being the last cry for help. After trying to get help from the local police station and being denied, creating the thought that maybe the whole town was in on the disappearance of her sister, Florence is confronted by Patrick, who is still trying to play coy.
Understanding that she knows, Patrick confesses to the murder of her sister, explaining that he stole her away from her town and brought her to his home, and kept her captive. That he was infatuated by her and when she rejected him, he couldn’t stand it and took her against her will. He tells Florence that she’s buried under a tree on the farm, and how by revealing his actions, she will join her sister there as well. A chance ensues, he almost manages to incapacitate her, but she evades him and after a scuffle, she escapes his home. While doing this, she accidently sets fire to the farmhouse, and locks Patrick inside to burn with his home.
In the final scene, we see an injured Florence stumbling away from the farmhouse, which has been set on fire with a presumed Patrick inside. She has her sister’s journal clutched in her hand. She makes it to her car, turning momentarily to stare at the farmhouse before getting into her car and succumbing to the emotion of that night’s events. As the sun begins to set, we see Florence’s car lights driving off into the distance, away from the still burning farmhouse. She has finally been set free from the disappearance of her sister.



WHAT HAPPENED TO EUNICE?
Charlotte Coram

Clouded by the mysterious disappearance of her sister, Florence Cunningham, trapped in grief and need for closure, embarks on a journey to an isolated Welsh town on the trail of her missing sister.

With no home, very few belongings, a beat up Vauxhall and a mysterious diary that ended up on her doorstep earlier that morning, Florence is on  the trail of her sister, desperate for answers.

Isolated, vulnerable, and unwelcome in the unfamiliar town, she’s taken under the wing and offered shelter by the mysterious Patrick Graves, the only person with a connection to her missing sister; where the disappearance and the lies surrounding it, begin to unravel.




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

[image: A person taking a selfie  Description automatically generated]

From a small market town in South Wales, Charlotte Coram is a newly gratuated author with a BA in Creative Writing. With a long history with her own writing society, where she has been in regualr contact with the writing world, and she has heavily participated in her University’s creative writing clubs and academic classes.

She is currently working on her second novel, a follow up to her debut novel and book number two in her horror series. She has been published in the Winchester Student Anthology. She has also been long-listed in the 2019 Outsideleft Short Story Competition.
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Seren books, Suite 6, 4 Derwen Road, Bridgend, CF31 1LH
Serenbooks.com
seren@serenbooks.com 

ADVANCED INFORMATION SHEET

Distributed by: Seren Books visit (serenbooks.com)
Seren books, Suite 6, 4 Derwen Road, Bridgend, CF31 1LH
T: 01656 663018									E: seren@serenbooks.com
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KEY SELLING POINTS
The author is an experienced public speaker, with plenty of experience, who would do well on television, press tour and radio
Author has established a relationship with Llandeilo Literary Festival
‘What happened to Eunice?’ has great potential for competition success with novels such as Gillian Flynn, Paula Hawkins and Lucy Foley
Novels such as ‘What happened to Eunice?” are extremely popular right now in the literary scene.
Author will be publishing a series of novels to create a collection, following the same genre with predicted success.
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