Developing my personal Welsh language skills

Throughout the PGCE course I have strived to improve my personal Welsh language literacy because I am not overly confident in my own ability to speak Welsh. I think that it is my professional responsibility to progress in my Welsh literacy so that I can contribute to the Welsh Government’s vision of developing bilingual learners. I have collated evidence here which I believe illustrates my commitment to improving my personal Welsh language skills.
[image: ]Example 1. This is a screenshot from one of my weekly reflections with my class mentor in foundation phase during PTE1. We agreed that I needed to focus on growing in confidence using Welsh in the classroom by developing my personal Welsh literacy and using as much Welsh as I was able. Having this as a weekly target really made me focus upon how I could improve and what impact it had on the learners. One of the things which I developed was learners developing their emotional literacy by expressing their feelings in Welsh during registration time. Learners grew more confident asking and answering ‘sut wyt ti?’ as time progressed and using as many Welsh words as they could such as ‘pam?’ and ‘achos’. 











[image: ]Example 2. Prior to the start of the course I knew that I had forgotten basic Welsh vocabulary which I would need to use in the classroom. To brush up on my vocabulary I made revision pages on my laptop and asked my family to test me until I was confident that I had drilled it into myself. 








Example 3. To improve in my own Welsh language literacy, I regularly use the app Duolingo. While using this app I have become more confident using Welsh in the classroom, but also in my day-to-day life. I have learnt a lot of new vocabulary, practised my pronunciation and developed more competency using different sentence patterns. I will continue to use this app to improve my Welsh literacy and consider other programmes to develop for professional and personal reasons. 
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[image: ]Example 4. I have attended all Cymraeg i Bawb sessions whilst in university. I have endeavoured to engage with the content to improve, while utilising this opportunity to practise pronunciation and mutations alongside my peers. I have transferred ideas learnt in these classes to the classroom, for example ‘un, dau, tri, edrychwch arna ni’ to embed Welsh into the culture of my lessons. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]






Example 5. These extracts from my learning journal are comments from my class mentor during PTE1 regarding my use of Welsh during the lessons. I strived to incorporate Welsh as far as possible and in doing so felt more confident as the placement progressed. 
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Example 6. This is an extract from my observation during PTE1. As you can see, my lead network mentor set me a target of continuing to develop different Welsh phrases and patterns in the classroom. As we were unable to complete PTE2, I have been unable to try and test out more Welsh during my lessons, I have continued to engage with Duolingo and revise content from Cymraeg i Bawb to ensure that I can continue to progress with my use of Welsh during my NQT year. 
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Growing in confidence using Welsh in the classroom.

ect - identify your target Think - are you carrying this target forward, or developing a

new target?

This target i being carried forward from last week as there is still
room for improvement. After discussion with my class mentor |

Test - implementation

Welsh lesson to be taught next week.

Incidental Welsh (commands around the classroom, directions of
transitions times, known sentence patterns used and encouraged)
Include Welsh in a cross-curricular way (e.g. during a maths
lesson).

Share - what were your reflections shared with class teacher
/ mentor

SNOT strategy for independence of all children around the
classroom helped support behaviour and organisation. Learners
became increasingly independent as the week progressed

Using Welsh in registration time engaged children, children trying
hard to copy pronundiation.

Classroom management improved this week with consistent use
of the timer which led to behaviour and overall calmness in the
room also improving.

will be aiming to meet this target by improving my use of
incidental Welsh and planning Welsh focus tasks.

Think - reflect on your implementation

I have been using more incidental welsh this week, for example
using welsh during my mathematics lessons to broaden the
learners Welsh vocabulary.

I have also used Welsh to instruct learners to tidy-up. Further, |
have been using commands such as "grandwch arna ni* and
“edrychwch ama ni” consistently and the learners are following
these instructions.

Also, | have been encouraging learners to use Welsh where
possible, for example when asking to go to the toilet or when
explaining how they feel.

Think - develop your strategy

I will be continuing to develop this target and developing my own

Welsh so that | become more knowledgeable and natural with
the Welsh language. | will do this by continuing to broaden my

own vocabulary using Duolingo and also by learning more Welsh

commands to use in and around the classroom.
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