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Choose two of the following topics, one from each section (people; places or institutions), and using both traditional and electronic catalogues compile a list of archival sources. You should begin your report with a statement explaining your methodology. You should then list the sources you have been able to find, explaining their current location and, where appropriate, their provenance and significance. The list should be set out according to scholarly convention for manuscript / archival sources. You should conclude your report with a statement of future directions for archival searches.

(A)	People and events
	Edward the Black Prince
	
(B)	Places and Institutions
	Warwick Castle 


I should note from the outset that I have been unable to access any ‘traditional catalogues’ if that means a card catalogue.  I am not aware that such a thing exists in my near proximity and even if it did, coming from Australia, there would be no medieval content.  Although the indigenous cultures of Australia were here long before medieval times, they didn’t use what would be recognised as a written language and left no manuscripts.
As a qualified Librarian, still working in that profession in a small regional campus academic library, searching electronic catalogues is second nature; I am aware of developing keywords or using subject terms, phrase searching, Boolean operators, and limits such as date ranges, but I did struggle with this archival exercise.  
Searching Archival sources really requires both a knowledge of the topic and the terms that may be used to describe that person or place, and how to use the online catalogues, and both of those parameters can change from one archive to the next.

A – Edward the Black Prince
Although Edward wasn’t called ‘the Black Prince’ during his lifetime, because many of these manuscripts are described in modern terms, searching for the Black Prince did succeed in most catalogues.  The National Archives (TNA) also used ‘Edward of Woodstock’ as a term to describe him and had the most sophisticated catalogue.  Although the TNA, through the Access to Archives function searches a range of other English archives, I have found previously that sometimes searching an archive separately ends up with different results, and I did search the Canterbury Cathedral Archives
Surprisingly I had problems using the British Library manuscripts catalogue, and there were certain searches using phrase searching that didn’t appear to work as well as expected.  However almost all the catalogues either allowed me to enter a date range as part of the catalogue search, or I could organise the results according to date, and this helped to narrow the results down to the period in which the Black Prince lived.
In terms of referencing these manuscripts, some archives did set out the collection details, so it was easier to see the hierarchy, such as TNA and the Canterbury Cathedral Archives, but others did not and that was difficult.  I was surprised to only find one manuscript in the French Nationale Archives but was at a total loss as to how to reference this correctly.
The following results are in no particular order.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Records of the Duchy of Lancaster, Deeds, Series L (DL 25), 3590/3144, Edward Prince of Wales, to John, Duke of Lancaster, his brother, 8 Oct 1370.
This deed is sealed at Cognac, Charente involving a grant, in tail mail, of his castle, town and castellary of Bragerac (France).  Edward is described as Prince of Aquitaine and Wales.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Records of the Exchequer, Records of the King’s Remembrancer: Accounts Various, Wardrobe and Household (E 101), 399/15, Imperfect account of daily household and foreign expenses of Edward, earl of Chester.
Dating is unsure on this record [1327 Jan 25 – 1377 June 25] but if he is only described as Earl of Chester it may be when he is still young.

TNA, E 101, 389/6 Part of a roll of expenses of Edward, duke of Cornwall, 14 Edw. III (25 Jan 1340-24 Jan 1341).
3 membranes, of expenses.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Special Collections: Ancient Petitions: Petitions to the King: to the King and Council; to the Council; to the Parliament and the like (SC 8) Individual Petitions, 191/9547 Petition by Abbot of Chester, c. 1333.
Letter of Abbot of Chester to Edward III which mentions the creation of Edward of Woodstock as Earl of Chester in March 1333

TNA, SC 8, 180/9000, Petition of Joan of Kent, Princess of Wales, c. 1377
This petition of Joan of Kent alludes to being granted lands for her dower, after the death of Edward, but asks that they be granted to her son Richard, so he can then grant her any dower.
The dating is interesting because it refers to one of the signatories Adam Houghton, Bishop of ST David’s position as Chancellor starting on 11 January 1377, but it must be dated before the death of Edward III on 21 June 1377.  Although we know when Edward the Black Prince died from other sources, this would obviously confirm that date.

London, The British Library (BL), Additional Charters & Rolls (Add Ch) 72561, 1340
Deed of Edward Prince of Wales, as Earl of Chester, with Seal, when he was aged about 10.

London, The British Library (BL), Add Ch 76863 C, 22 Jul c. 1340.
Letter close of Edward, as Keeper of England on behalf of Edward III to Eleanor, Countess of Ormond, ordering her to pay sixty pounds to John de Moleyns.  Dated at Kennington 22 Jul 14 Edw. III (1340), when Edward, the Black Prince was 10 years of age.

Canterbury, Canterbury Cathedral Archives – Dean and Chapter (CCA-DCc), Chartae Antiquae (ChAnt), N/37, Order and certificate, 17 Feb 1359
From Edward of Woodstock, prince of Wales, to John de Alveton, deputy steward of Wallingford, relating to Manor of Benson, held by Cathedral from Edward for an annual payment of 12d. Parchment In French.

CCA-DCc, ChAnt, F/50A, Grant, in pure and perpetual alms, 1 Sep 1362.
Edward of Woodstock is granting manor of Vauxhall and 31 acres and 1 rood of land in Lambeth, with 4 quays lying near the river Thames, for the maintenance of certain chantries in the priory.  This is a copy with no date, but date of original is 1 Sep 1362.  On paper, written in Latin.

CCA-DCc, ChAnt, F/50, Letters of Attorney, 1 Sep 1362.
This is related to the previous but is addressed to William de Fulbourne, who is to deliver seisin of the lands as mentioned in F/50A.  This is also in Latin, but on Parchment.

CCA-DCc/ChAnt/F/51, Letters of Attorney, 2 Sep 1362.
Again related to F/50A and F/50 this time addressed to John Delves and John Henxteworth, for them to deliver seisin for Vauxhall.  Interesting not necessarily for Edward of Woodstock, but how much paperwork was involved in making this grant.

CCA-DCc/ChAnt, C/145, Inspeximus, 4 Aug 1363.
This is for the foundation of 2 chantries in the cathedral church as a consequence of the dispensation granted for his marriage to Joan, Countess of Kent, his kinswoman.  The grant of Vauxhall already mentioned in several other manuscripts is to support the chantries.

Canterbury, Canterbury Cathedral Archives – Canterbury City and County Borough (CCA-CC), Finance, Miscellaneous Accounts (F/Z), 4, Accounts, 1368.
A memorandum of expenses for the Prince’s masons, probably at work on his Chantry.  Also expenditure for timber, hire of transport, other materials (lead, nails, ironwork) for mill.  Parchment roll of two membranes, with small piece of parchment attached to top of roll; receipt for cash.

CCA-DCc/ChAnt, C/693, Licence, 10 May 1339.
This is from Edward III to priory and Convent of Canterbury Cathedral Priory, granting them licence to acquire lands, tenements and rents worth 10 marks.
Interesting because Edward, duke of Cornwall and earl of Chester, the king’s dearest son (‘filius noster carissimus), keeper of England is a witness when not quite nine years old.

This is the only record I could find in the Archives nationales but totally at a loss as to how to reference this.
Paris, Archives Nationales, Fonds Gramont (XIIIe-XXe siècle), Rois, reines et princes du sang 1371-1745, 101AP/B/4
Arrêt de défaut donné par Édouard (fils d'Édouard III, roy d'Angleterre et de France), dit le Prince Noir, prince de Galles et d'Aquitaine, en faveur de la dame de Came (Doulce de Gramont, fille d'Arnaud Guilhem III de Gramont, veuve du seigneur de Came), contre le seigneur Bernard Dax.



B. Warwick Castle
Finding information about Warwick Castle proved to be even more difficult.  It was almost impossible to separate information about Warwick Castle from records emanating from Warwick castle.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Records of various departments, formerly called Special Collections, Ministers and Receivers Accounts (SC 6), General Series, Bundles 740-1124, 1040/24, Warwick Castle, Town &c, 15 to 18 Edward II.
Concerning lands late of Guy de Bello Campo (Beauchamp), Earl of Warwick, held by the King during the minority of Thomas, his son and heir.  Lands formerly possessions of the Templars.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Records of the Duchy of Lancaster, Royal Charters (DL 10), Letters patent for the delivery of Warwick Castle, 1216.
Deliver of Warwick Castle to the earl of Warwick and Thomas Basset.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Chancery Records, Court of Chancery: Six Clerks Office, Early Proceedings, Richard II to Philip and Mary (C 1), Chancery pleadings addressed to the Archbishop of Canterbury as Lord Chancellor, 136, 80 Glen v The Under Sheriff of Warwickshire, 1486-1493 or 1501-1515.
John Glen, of Lutterworth, imprisoned in Warwick Castle for horse stealing.   The date is in this range because it isn’t clear which Archbishop of Canterbury was Lord Chancellor at the time, John Morton or William Warham.

London, The National Archives (TNA), Records of the Exchequer, Treasury of Receipt: Ancient Deeds, Series A (E 40), 4506 Copies of two deeds, Michaelmas, 20 Henry VI.
Appointment by John Beauchamp, knight and others of John Vorde to be porter of Warwick Castle, also further grant to the said John Vorde to be gardener of “le Vynezard”.  Interesting to see something about a resident of Warwick Castle who is a ‘worker’.

Warwick, Warwickshire County Record Office, Dormer Family of Grove Park, Manorial Documents, Ministers Accounts: Budbrooke (00309/1/4), CRO895/8/21, Accounts of John Edwarde, 1440-1441.
Includes a section devoted to works at Warwick Castle, consisting of roofing of towers and walls with straw and the rebuilding of the armourer’s house.

Warwick, Warwickshire County Record Office, Warwick Castle MSS (04823), Z0263(L). Charter of Henry de Beaumont, 1st Earl of Warwick, c. 1088-119.
From a collection marked 40 early charters.


Hopefully searching and referencing manuscripts is one of those research elements that get easier with experience.  I suspect that learning more about a topic will both improve knowledge about how to search an archive and which archives to search.
Obviously actually visiting archives in person, is a necessity to read the manuscripts, many of which aren’t or can’t be digitised, but I imagine that being there in person will also assist in the searching process.
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