Tillia Toth

Critically examine the scientific evidence and arguments for and against the existence of God.

‘Is God real?’ is one of the most asked questions in history. The first written evidence of religion ever found was from 3500 BCE,[footnoteRef:1] and there have been over four thousand religions in existence. Over history there have been thousands of attempts to prove or disprove the existence of God. People of all occupations, ages, beliefs, and wisdom have given their theories, yet there still remains no conclusive evidence of a God. But even with no proof, around 85%[footnoteRef:2] of the population today is religious, dedicating their lives to these Gods and putting their faith into unexplainable things. In this essay I will discuss the arguments for and against the existence of God and give insight as to why theists still choose to believe. [1:  World History Encyclopaedia, World History (n.d.) <https://www.worldhistory.org/timeline/religion/> [accessed 9 December 2023].]  [2:  World Population Review, World Population Review (n.d.) < https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/religion-by-country> [accessed 9 December 2023].] 


There is a lot of ‘evidence’ put forward by theists (people who believe in God) but in this day and age with no scientific evidence to back it up, it’s harder to believe. The main argument for the existence of God is people claiming to personally experiencing Him themselves. An example of this in Christianity is Speaking in Tongues. This is when you sit in church and wait for the Holy Spirit to talk through you. When a person speaks in tongues, the Bible says that they are in direct communication with God ‘For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit’.[footnoteRef:3] However, this is very easy to fake and/or exaggerate so it’s taken lightly even in the Christian community. But there are cases of more personal experiences people have faced. In November 2009, Jim Bay fell 14 feet off the side of the road. Unable to move and not visible to passing cars, he gave up. However, after he accepted his fate, he claims:  [3:  Nicodemus Amboye, Scriptures Explained (2023) <https://www.scripturesexplained.com/bible-faqs/what-does-speaking-in-tongues-really-mean/?utm_content=cmp-true> [accessed 09 December 2023].] 

I saw a big bright light and a figure coming towards me, getting closer and closer. It ended up being a grandfatherly figure in a white robe holding the hands of my deceased children. The man then went on to tell me it was not my time.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Sharron Torrence, Jim “Bubba” Bay Fell 14 Feet Down A Ravine And Encountered His Children In Sprit & God, [podcast], Spotify, Magic is Real, 6 December 2023, <https://open.spotify.com/episode/0biOhoiVymD9TN8VtaBLAV?si=wicry8ttRumb-0CiBWDJpQ> [accessed 10 December 2023]. ] 

Of course, as Jim had just fallen 14 feet, it is not absurd to conclude that he hit his head, causing a brain injury, and was experiencing hallucinations. However, not all experiential experiences are so easy to justify. Take Luca Suliveras for example, three weeks after Luca was born in 2007, he woke up in the middle of the night with a fever that wouldn’t go away. His parents took him to the hospital, he got given medicine and was hooked up to wires and machines. Luca’s fever would not go down and no one could figure out what was wrong. After about a week his fever unexplainably stopped, and things went back to normal. The strange thing is that when Luca was five, he was colouring with his sister and said to his parents ‘Red is a nice, hot colour. Fire is red. Mama; do you remember when I was in the hospital, and I was on fire?’ [footnoteRef:5] His parents asked him if he remembered anything else, he said: [5:  Katherine Suliveras, Guide Posts (n.d.) <https://guideposts.org/angels-and-miracles/life-after-death/his-scaryneardeathexperiencebecameapowerfultestimonial/?_gl=1*10duu15*_gcl_au*NDIyMDA2MDM0LjE3MDE4Njc4MDU.*_ga*MTgwOTA5MzEwLjE3MDE4Njc4MDY.*_ga_GNQ31K0F2R*MTcwMjExNjk3NS4yLjEuMTcwMjExNzE4Ny42MC4wLjA.&_ga=2.148534583.1853527439.1702116976-180909310.1701867806> [accessed 6 December 2023].] 

I was in a bed, but I was in the sky too, looking down on you guys. And all these doctors and nurses were standing around me in the bed, and I was on fire. There was a silver tube in my throat.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Ibid.] 

No three-week-old can remember that much so he must have had an out of body experience? You could say that it’s his parents just making it up, or maybe even Luca heard someone else saying this and it was just a coincidence that it links to what he went through as a baby, but Luca is a great example of something pointing to something ‘out of this world’ and can be used as an example for this argument.

A criticism for Gods existence is that the Bible so evidently records God’s appearing to people, performing amazing and undeniable miracles, speaking audibly, and many other things that we do not often witness today[footnoteRef:7]. Why did God make himself so known before but stay so silent now? Some religious people would simply say he does not want to be found, some speculate that maybe God thinks we are not worthy of Him because we have ruined the world he gifted to us, others simply say God already put eternity in the heart of every human, ‘every person is born with an innate sense of the existence of God and eternity’. [footnoteRef:8] Theres a parable about this topic called ‘The Barber’ in which a man goes to get his hair cut and during the barber exclaims he does not believe in God due to all the evil, suffering and pain in the world. When the man leaves, he sees a homeless man in the street with long, dirty hair and an untrimmed beard, he walks back into the barbers.  [7:  No Name, Got Questions (2022) <https://www.gotquestions.org/God-hidden.html> [accessed 8 December 2023].]  [8:  Joseph Mattera, The Christian Post (2022) <https://www.christianpost.com/voices/nine-reasons-why-god-never-tries-to-prove-his-existence.html> [accessed 10 December 2023].] 

“You know what? Barbers do not exist.” he says.
“How can you say that?” asked the surprised barber.
“I am here, and I am a barber. And I just worked on you!”
“No! Barbers don’t exist because if they did, there would be no people with dirty long hair and untrimmed beards, like that man outside.”
“Ah, but barbers DO exist! That’s what happens when people do not come to me.”
“Exactly! That’s the point! God, too, DOES exist! Because people do not look to God for help is why there’s so much pain and suffering in the world – God could make a difference, if only people would let him!” [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Geoff Heggadon, Works Of Faith (2015) <https://www.worksbyfaith.org/the-barber/> [accessed 10 December 2023].] 


Although, with the belief that God does exist one would have to face The Problem of Evil. God is deemed as all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving however if bad things happen in the world, then surely not all of these can be true? Take The Holocaust for example, would an all-loving God let millions of innocent people die? He would surely have the power to stop it being all-powerful, and he must have known it was going to happen so why not prevent the whole thing entirely? This is regarded as ‘The Inconsistent Triad’, three ideas but only two of them can be true. [footnoteRef:10] Nevertheless, we cannot forget about free will. This is the ability for humans to make their own decisions. It means that although God made a world and it was good, it is up to humans whether they choose to do good or bad deeds. [footnoteRef:11]  [10:  BBC, BBC Bitesize (n.d.) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhsjscw/revision/7> [accessed 7 December 2023].]  [11:  BBC, BBC Bitesize (n.d.) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zct68mn/revision/2> [accessed 7 December 2023].] 

And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.’[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Genesis 2:16 - 17 ] 

In Islam life is seen as a test for Allah to deem whether you are worthy enough to get into Jannah (heaven), so maybe that’s why God allows evil. God let’s all these bad things happen to see how you react. Do you lend aid to people in need? Do you fight for what’s right? Do you act selfishly? But still all those innocent people suffered. Why would God be so unfair? The book of Job is dedicated to this exact question. Job was a wealthy man caring for his extended family and vast flocks. He is described by God himself as ‘constantly mindful to live in a righteous manner, there is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil’. [footnoteRef:13] But one day Job loses all his flocks and all his children and is struck with a horrible disease. Has God not just told us that he believes Job to be a worthy man, yet he still takes all he has. Why would God allow such injustice? Similarly, to Islam, some Christians believe injustice happens in preparation for The Great Tribulation, a time where millions of Christians will experience violence and gross injustice as a test to stand firm in their faith. ‘Great tribulations should lead us to a greater trust in Lord God’.[footnoteRef:14] Perhaps God is teaching us to trust in Him more, showing that we do not have all the control. ‘Trust is accepting what God sends into your life whether you understand it or not’.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  BST & Crosswalk Staff, Bible Study Tools (2022) <https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/bible-story-of-job.html> [accessed 6 December 2023].]  [14: Lailah Gifty Akita, Good Reads (n.d.) <https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/tribulations#:~:text=Great%20tribulations%20should%20lead%20us%20to%20a%20greater%20trust%20in%20Lord%20God.%E2%80%9D> [accessed 9 December 2023].]  [15:  Timothy Keller, Azquotes (n.d.) <https://www.azquotes.com/author/18107-Timothy_Keller > [accessed 10 Dember 2023].] 


A more ‘scientific’ approach to the question is William Paley’s theory. He compared the design of the universe to finding a watch. He argued that if you were walking and found a watch and saw how complicated it was with all the coils, springs and movements all working together so that the watch is able to keep time, you would have to assume the watch had a designer and creator.[footnoteRef:16] Many people can come forward and say they made the watch, just as people came forward claiming to have made the world, but unless you can provide conclusive evidence of your creation there will always be doubts about whether or not you did actually design or create it. This is the problem with God, He says He created the universe but has never given us solid evidence that He did, surely if He’s all-powerful it should be easy for him to come forth and show us. [16:  BBC, BBC Bitesize (n.d.) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv2fgwx/revision/3> [accessed 7 December 2023]. ] 


Science says our whole universes existence comes down to 30ish numbers so perfectly precise and so perfectly balanced, if any one of them were off even the tiniest bit there would be no life. This has always been a big topic of discussion in this debate, as the chances of very number being ‘just right’ is almost too good to be true, almost like someone fine-tuned them for life on earth. Roger Penrose had two theories. Either someone set these, or they occurred naturally in one universe amidst trillion of others that we will never know exist[footnoteRef:17] and our universe was the only one that got the numbers right. Of course, you could suggest that if you were a creator who wanted to bring a physical world into existence, you’d need stuff to make it out of, you’d need to figure out how all that stuff would come together, and you’d need to make it as organised as possible. To create a successfully running world God would have created something like science to do all those things. You could also argue that science was a gift of knowledge to us. Without science we would have never found out millions of discoveries that keep us alive today: trees help give us oxygen, how to purify water, how to save people through medicine etc. [17:  IMBeggar, Do God And Science Contradict Each Other? [video]. 2019 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxA-gdq_LUs&t=331s> [accessed 5 December 2023].] 


What’s more is if I showed you how Google is run, you’d see two billion lines of unique handwritten code by 25 thousand engineers in a vast network of computer and data sims spread over the entire world,[footnoteRef:18] if I then showed you the 3 billion letters of genetic code arranged in a precise specific manner written inside a cell weighing less than a few thousand million tones of a gram to run a human[footnoteRef:19] Im sure you wouldn’t look at the Google code and assume that it just kind of evolved together on its own, somehow. You’d assume that someone created it. Certainly, it’s not farfetched to conclude that Googles code was based off our code as we seem to work so well, so perhaps this point is not valid in its argument.  [18:  Cade Metz, Wired (2015) <https://www.wired.com/2015/09/google-2-billion-lines-codeand-one-place/> [accessed 9 December 2023].]  [19:  National Human Genome Research Institute, Scitech Daily (2022) < https://scitechdaily.com/3-billion-bases-ofourdnafirstcompletegaplesssequenceofahumangenome/#:~:text=According%20to%20researchers%2C%20having%20a%20complete%2C%20gapfree%20sequence,for%20understanding%20the%20genetic%20contributions%20to%20certain%20diseases> [accessed 9 December].] 


Scientists do say that they think it’s unreasonable to think that it all just happened by chance,[footnoteRef:20] but that doesn’t necessarily mean the answer is a supreme being. It just means there was a question with an unknown answer, and it created unease, there was space left for religion to be formed as a sense of comfort, ‘God was created by mankind not the other way around’.[footnoteRef:21] I think the main argument against the existence of God through science is that there actually is no solid proof ever found, if there was, I think our outlook on a supreme being would be very different. Back when science wasn’t as advanced people would turn to something to believe in for comfort as it was better than nothing, but nowadays where science has massively progressed over the last 100 years, people find much more confidence in the word of science as opposed to God as science has turned out to be more accurate, precise, and reliable. [20:  IMBeggar, Do God And Science Contradict Each Other? [video]. ]  [21:  Ibid.] 


And plainly there’s also the simple understanding that only currently do we not know the answer to ‘Is God real?’ We still don’t know a multitude of things currently, it doesn’t mean we will never not know, discoveries are made every year. In the future we may have found conclusive evidence of God.

In conclusion this essay has shown an array of theories on the existence of God, and even though most of them do not uphold as conclusive evidence, theists still find ways to have faith. For the majority, in the time that we live in now, science is simply deemed as much more reliable. Religion is more of a comfort, there should be no need for it to be ‘proved’. One does not have to be either team God or team science. Science is not an impediment to God; they are able to co-exist. 
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