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     Classical criminology emerged during the Enlightenment period in the 18th century, primarily in response to the arbitrary and harsh punishments that were imposed on offenders at the time. This perspective sought to replace these brutal punishments with a more rational and just system of justice. Central to classical criminology is the idea of free will, which asserts that individuals have the ability to make rational decisions and choose their own course of action. 
One of the key figures in classical criminology was Cesare Beccaria, whose book On Crimes and Punishments (1764) outlined the principles of this perspective. Beccaria argued that punishment should be proportionate to the harm caused by the crime, and that it should be swift and certain in order to deter future criminal behavior. He also asserted that laws should be clear, simple, and consistent, and that the criminal justice system should be transparent and impartial.. In his book he wrote; 
"The laws of this nature are those which forbid to wear arms, disarming those only who are not disposed to commit the crime which the laws mean to prevent. Can it be supposed, that those who have the courage to violate the most sacred laws of humanity, and the most important of the code, will respect the less considerable and arbitrary injunctions, the violation of which is so easy, and of so little comparative importance?"
                                                                                                                    (Beccaria, 1766).
Another influential thinker in classical criminology was Jeremy Bentham, who developed the concept of utilitarianism, which emphasizes the greatest good for the greatest number of people. Bentham argued that punishment should be used to deter future crime, but only if it is more effective than alternative measures, such as rehabilitation. Classical criminology also emphasized the importance of the idea that individuals surrender some of their rights to the state in exchange for protection and security. This perspective suggests that the criminal justice system has a responsibility to maintain social order and protect individuals from harm.
     One way that classical criminology helps us understand crime is by highlighting the importance of punishment as a deterrent to criminal behavior. Beccaria argued that the punishment should be proportionate to the crime committed, and that it should be certain, swift, and severe in order to deter others from engaging in criminal behavior. He believed that individuals would be less likely to commit crimes if they knew that the punishment would be harsh and certain. It also helps us understand crime by emphasizing the importance of individual responsibility. According to classical criminology, individuals have free will and are responsible for their own behavior. Bentham argued that individuals make rational decisions based on the potential rewards and punishments of their actions, and that they should be held accountable for their choices. Classical criminology provides us with a framework for understanding crime and criminality that emphasizes the importance of rationality, free will, and deterrence. This perspective highlights the importance of punishment as a deterrent to criminal behavior and emphasizes the role of individual responsibility in understanding crime. As Beccaria wrote in his influential work, On Crimes and Punishments, "The more promptly and the more closely punishment follows upon the commission of a crime, the more just and useful it will be."
     Evidence-based policing (EBP) is a method of law enforcement that relies on scientific research to guide decision-making and policy development. Several models of EBP have been developed to assist law enforcement agencies in applying research to their operations.
One model is Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), which involves identifying and analyzing specific crime problems and developing tailored solutions to address them. The SARA model (Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment) is a variation of POP that includes four stages: scanning the problem, analyzing its causes, developing a response, and evaluating the effectiveness of the response.
Another model of EBP is HotSpot Policing, which focuses on identifying and targeting areas with high levels of crime or disorder. This model is based on the idea that by focusing resources on high-crime areas, police can reduce crime in those areas and prevent it from spreading to other locations. Other models of EBP include Intelligence-led Policing (ILP), which emphasizes the use of intelligence to guide law enforcement operations, and Community Policing, which involves developing partnerships between police and community members to prevent crime and improve public safety. These models of EBP can be effective in reducing crime and improving public safety when implemented correctly. However, their success depends on the quality of research and analysis that goes into identifying and addressing specific crime problems.
     This perspective of criminology suggests that individuals engage in criminal behavior when they believe that the benefits outweigh the costs. Evidence-based policing models, such as POP and SARA, can be understood within the framework of classical criminology because they aim to increase the perceived costs of criminal behavior by making it more difficult and less profitable. For example, POP and SARA models focus on identifying the root causes of crime in a community and implementing targeted interventions to address those causes. By addressing the underlying factors that contribute to criminal behavior, these models aim to reduce the perceived benefits of engaging in criminal activity. Similarly, hotspot policing involves increasing the risk of apprehension for criminals by targeting specific areas with a high concentration of crime. "The more certain and the more severe the punishment, the greater is the certainty of its efficacy" (Beccaria, 1764, p. 94). Evidence-based policing models can be seen as implementing this principle by increasing the certainty and severity of punishment for criminal behavior, through a more targeted approach to policing. evidence-based policing models can be understood within the framework of classical criminology as a means of increasing the perceived costs of criminal behavior through targeted interventions that address underlying causes and increase the risk of apprehension. By doing so, these models aim to prevent crime and reduce recidivism rates.
     Drug crime is a complex issue that has been a major focus of law enforcement efforts for decades. Evidence-based policing and classical criminology can both provide valuable insights into the nature of drug crime and the most effective strategies for addressing it. 
One evidence-based approach to drug crime is known as drug market intervention (DMI), which targets drug markets with a combination of law enforcement and community-based interventions. The goal of DMI is to disrupt drug markets and reduce drug-related crime and disorder. This approach aligns with classical criminology's emphasis on deterrence and punishment. DMI aims to increase the certainty of punishment for drug-related crimes, with the hope of deterring future criminal activity.
Another evidence-based approach to drug crime is harm reduction, which aims to minimize the negative consequences of drug use for both individuals and society. Harm reduction strategies include providing access to clean needles, naloxone to prevent overdose, and medication-assisted treatment for opioid addiction. These approaches align with classical criminology's emphasis on reducing the benefits of criminal behavior, by reducing the harms associated with drug use.
Evidence-based policing and classical criminology can both provide valuable insights into effective strategies for addressing drug crime. Approaches like DMI align with classical criminology's emphasis on deterrence and punishment, while harm reduction strategies align with the goal of reducing the benefits of criminal behavior. By using evidence-based approaches that are informed by classical criminology, law enforcement agencies can more effectively address drug crime and reduce its negative impacts on society.
    Classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two approaches that have had a significant impact on the field of criminology. While both approaches have their strengths, they also have some weaknesses that should be considered. One of the strengths of classical criminology is its emphasis on deterrence and punishment as a means of preventing crime. This perspective has guided law enforcement policies and practices for centuries and has helped to reduce crime rates in many contexts.
However, one weakness of classical criminology is its limited focus on the underlying causes of criminal behavior. This narrow focus has been criticized for failing to take into account social and economic factors that contribute to crime, such as poverty and inequality. According to Cynthia Lum and Christopher Koper (2015), “its limitations are that it can be difficult to implement, the potential for a narrow focus on statistical measures of crime to the detriment of other factors, and the need to maintain flexibility in order to adapt to changing circumstances" (p. 42).
     In conclusion, classical criminology has informed evidence-based policing in relation to drug crime by emphasizing the importance of deterrence and punishment as a means of reducing drug-related offenses. Classical criminologists believe that individuals are rational and make choices based on the potential benefits and costs of their actions. Therefore, increasing the likelihood of punishment for drug-related offenses through enforcement and prosecution can deter individuals from engaging in such activities. However, evidence-based policing goes beyond classical criminology by incorporating research and data to guide policing strategies and interventions. Through rigorous evaluation of programs and policies, evidence-based policing seeks to identify what works and what doesn't work in reducing drug-related offenses. This can involve a range of strategies, including community policing, problem-oriented policing, and hot-spot policing, among others. Overall, classical criminology provides a theoretical foundation for understanding the causes of drug-related offenses and the potential effectiveness of deterrence and punishment. However, evidence-based policing builds on this foundation by using empirical research to inform and evaluate policing strategies and interventions aimed at reducing drug crime.
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