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APPENDICES 
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES
Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 
                                       AFTERNOON 26/09/2022 - YEAR 3 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

I, the researcher, spent two full days in an English Medium Primary School, which had pupils aged 3-11 from an economically deprived area of South Wales in the Neath Port Talbot county. The researcher was challenged with the task of lesson observation, with day 1 being observations of a Key Stage 2 Year 3 class, and the Second day observing a Foundation Phase Year 1 class.

On day 1 the researcher made an effort to be a non-participating observer, as the Year 3 teacher had chosen to have the children working at their desks, which were split by ability as priority and also behaviour. The teacher had great behaviour management, and had mentioned to me that this was their first time teaching Year 3 since their PGCE, as they had been tasked with teaching Years 5&6 until this point. Other than occasional chatting between pupils, the day ran very smoothly under the teacher’s supervision.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)


The critical incident that has most sparked my interest began when the children returned from their lunch break. Their teacher had been allocated PPA and was in the staffroom lesson planning while their class was supervised by two separate supply staff, each teaching the class for 1 hour each. Although the researcher was observing the exact same pupils as they had in the morning, there was an immediate and noticeable difference in their attitudes towards the supply teacher and approach to the lesson. The children were far more talkative and spoke over the supply teacher for the majority of their lesson. Children were also out of their seats and wandering the classroom, even though this was not required for any of the tasks given by the supply teacher. The researcher found themselves having to pause observations and instead help keep the class on focus by speaking to each table individually to ensure they stayed on task.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


The researcher found that the classes full-time teacher demonstrated the professional standard of refining teaching by managing the learning environment. The teacher used techniques such as silently raising their hand, with the expectation of the pupils doing the same in silence, and would ensure she thanked the class or praised them for their cooperation. This practise links the the research and methodology of theorist B.F. Skinner, who believed that caregivers can affect a child’s behaviour through both positive and negative feedback. 
I also thought this critical incident may tie into the beliefs of theorist Erie Bronfenbrenner, who proposed the idea that in order for a child to thrive in eduction, they need a stable and lasting relationship - as their relationship with their supply teacher was far more premature and undeveloped in comparison the the relationship they have with their primary teacher.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)






Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
                                       AFTERNOON 26/09/2022 - YEAR 3


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

I, the researcher, spent two full days in an English Medium Primary School, which had pupils aged 3-11 from an economically deprived area of South Wales in the Neath Port Talbot county. The researcher was challenged with the task of lesson observation, with day 1 being observations of a Key Stage 2 Year 3 class, and the Second day observing a Foundation Phase Year 1 class.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)


There was also an incident where a pupil who was sat at their desk on a lower-ability table, turned their back away from the whiteboard and took their glasses off and began playing with them which created a quiet but noticeably distracting noise. Without asking the pupil to stop playing with the glasses or put them back on and turn around, the teacher took the glasses out of the pupil’s hands and temporarily confiscated them without any explanation as to why they had done this to the pupil.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


This incident could link to the research of B.F. Skinner and his belief that parents and caregivers can affect child’s behaviour through positive and negative feedback, as no feedback at all was given to the child in this example. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


This event took place in the afternoon with an unfamiliar caregiver as their primary teacher had PPA.



Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
                                       AFTERNOON 27/09/2022 - YEAR 1


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

I, the researcher, spent two full days in an English Medium Primary School, which had pupils aged 3-11 from an economically deprived area of South Wales in the Neath Port Talbot county. The researcher was challenged with the task of lesson observation, with day 1 being observations of a Key Stage 2 Year 3 class, and the Second day observing a Foundation Phase Year 1 class.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Children assemble on the carpet to be spoken to as a whole, 1 child isolates themselves from the rest of the group and refuses to rejoin. This particular student is a twin with ALN, and their twin had been sent home from school in the break prior due to ill health. The teacher and two TA’s try to reason with the child but the child becomes more frustrated and tearful.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This would reflect the work of Urie Bronfenbrenner and how primary relationships can be influential to childhood development. It may also highlight the work of Lev Vygotsky as he theorised that the child’s social interaction and social contact is essential to development.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
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