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A fateful day befell them,
Smell so strong it held them,	Comment by Jeni Williams: The smell did?
Crudely placed near market meat,
 ‘twas the kind you would not eat.	Comment by Jeni Williams: Avoid contractions like this – usually associated with comedy today
Tangled limbs with beaten core,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Seems the rhyme is for the following one. Feels convoluted
Clothes stained in bile and gore,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Word now associated with fantasy / horror not really in general use
Next the hands bruised and blue,
Limply hung for rats to chew,

Battered skull devoid of eyes,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Needs tightening – try to imagine it rather than report 
Nesting place for bugs and flies,
Rook and Raven side by side,
Peck at tongue torn and dried,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Would be more like tear out …
Two uprights with iron cage,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Feels lumpy – don’t cut articles unless for a specific effect or it feels difficult to read
Gibbet takes centre stage,
Law men come with scroll in hand,
Spreading word all over land,

 Recent law has come to pass,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Just recent?
For the rich and working class,
 Steal or kill will be a crime,
You will hang and do your time,	Comment by Jeni Williams: Not clear who is speaking – a general moral message?
Respect the rules; do no wrong,
Make the town where you belong,
Free from crime and evil thought,
Or rest assured you’ll be caught.
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Review:
After reading The Hanging Tree: execution and the English people (Gatrell 1996), I was inspired to choose Task 4 on the concept of space to the medieval Gibbet. Having an interest in medieval history, especially the methods of torture and squalid lifestyle most lived, I thought I would attempt a short rhyming poem. I structured it as if I was a villager heading to the market and seeing it for the first time. I imagined what I would look at first, smell, sight, and the overall shock at the horrific sight. I placed it in the middle of the market as this is a communal space inhabited by villagers and traders, familiar faces, and the only bloody corpses would have been of animals on the meat stands. This invasion of the space by the body in the cage hanging from the Gibbet is offensive and unacceptable. There didn’t seem to be any health and safety laws in this time period and I felt it would be appropriate in regards to contamination of polluting the air, encouraging vermin which are incontinent and spread disease, maggots and flies, etc I wanted to add components of dramatic effect to create a disturbing piece of writing.
