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Encyclopaedia Article 5 (Oxford Islamic Studies Online)

[bookmark: _Hlk504398311][bookmark: _GoBack]Dhimmī
A term designating the legal status of non-Muslims living in Islamic states. From the Muslim side a legal obligation (dhimma) exists to protect the life and property of the dhimmi. In return for the protection afforded them, non-Muslims are expected to pay a tribute (jizyah)[footnoteRef:1], rather than (zakāh); a specific religious for Muslims only.[footnoteRef:2] Dhimmi and jizyah both find precedent in the Qurʿān (9:8-10, 9:29) and hadith.[footnoteRef:3] The status of ‘protected people’ was initially afforded to ‘People of the Book’ (Jews and Christians). As the Muslims conquered new territories pragmatism meant non-Abrahamic faith groups (e.g. Zoroastrians) were also brought within its protection.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Joseph Schacht, An Introduction To Islamic Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2012), 130.]  [2:  Mohammad Hashim Kamali, Shariah Law (Oneworld Publications, 2017), 160.]  [3:  Sahih Muslim, Book 19, Number 4924: http://cmje.usc.edu/religious-texts/hadith/muslim/019-smt.php#019.4294]  [4:  Anver M Emon, Religious Pluralism In Islamic Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), 69.] 

Dhimmī status provided for differentiated rights compared to Muslims. Accounts of these vary, however the Pact of ‘Umar provides some breakdown. Non-Muslims were not allowed to build new religious buildings, proselytize, fight in the army, dress inconsistently, display religious symbols, or build houses taller than those of Muslims.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Colin Chapman, Cross And Crescent (Westmont: InterVarsity Press, 2012), 329.] 

With the advent of uniform systems of taxation the jizya is no longer practiced widely. Yusuf al-Qaradawi, though maintaining a classical model of dhimma, has advanced the idea that despite being a religious obligation, non-Muslims should be able to pay zakāh , to combat poverty in shared communities. Qaradawi maintains this stance on the basis that modern constitutions enacted in many Muslim countries today are underpinned by commonly held rights and duties.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Kamali, Shariah Law, 161.] 

More broadly, scholars trained in classical fiqh (Adbur Rahman Doi, Qaradawi) argue for the continued relevance of dhimma; though often a revised form. In Pakistan some Muslims have been calling for the reintroduction of the Pact of ‘Umar to help solve issues concerning minorities.[footnoteRef:7] Other thinkers view it as historic model for social ordering. Mohammed Tabli argues that since Islam is fully compatible with modern ideas of human rights (with some reservations), the dhimma system is now obsolete.[footnoteRef:8]   For Muhammad Salim al-Awa, the modern reality of sovereign nation states with defined borders is so distant from the ‘classical caliphate’ that we are no longer obliged to see dhimmī status as a fixed rule.[footnoteRef:9]  Anver Emon makes the case that dhimmi rules are intelligible as a legal tool designed to help governance in rapidly expanding religious communities; like the early Islamic conquests. However, a number of different tools were employed in various contexts which should enable us to view dhimmi rules as contextual rather than universal.[footnoteRef:10]   [7:  Chapman, Cross And Crescent, 332.]  [8:  M Talbi, ‘Christian-Muslim Encounter in the Middle East’, in Middle East Perspectives, ME Council of
Churches, 10.]  [9:  Suha Taji-Farouki and Basheer M Nafi, Islamic Thought In The Twentieth Century (London: I.B. Tauris, 2008), 307.]  [10:  Emon, Religious Pluralism In Islamic Law, 33.] 



Bibliography

Chapman, Colin. Cross And Crescent. Westmont: InterVarsity Press, 2012.

Emon, Anver M. Religious Pluralism In Islamic Law. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.
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