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This supporting paper will concentrate on how the impression of a fingerprint has developed in policing as well as when and how it was first used. This assignment will walk you through the history of how the fingerprint began to be utilized as a complete proof forensic evidence. Whether it is impacting policing in a crime scene investigation where cases are being solved or if the trace of a fingerprint can wrongly identify suspects. This assignment will refer to two cases which show both sides of the impact of fingerprints. 
A fingerprint is an impression made by the friction ridges on the surface of a person's fingertip known as latent (Merriam- Webster, 2022). Each person's fingerprint has a unique pattern of whorls, loops, and arches, it is one of the most reliable ways to establish a person's identification. Resemblance of engraved ridged skin was firstly identified on ancient artifacts. In 3300 BC fingerprints impressed on clay tablets or seals were widely utilised by civilizations from the Indus valley (Watson, 2022). To record economic transactions, ancient Babylonians pressed the tips of their fingertips into clay. For business and to help identify their infants, the Chinese employed ink-on-paper finger imprints. This makes it evident how important they are for identification (Catt et al, 2015). 
Fingerprints were not employed as a technique of identifying offenders until the nineteenth century. Sir William Herschel, an Englishman, was the Chief Magistrate of the Hooghly district in Jungipoor, India, in 1858. To prevent fraud, he had locals sign business forms with their fingerprints (Higgs, 2003). Police agencies began to use fingerprints as a form of evidence when it was proven to be a reliable form of identification says Bose and Kabir (2016). In 1911 a case was solved whereby the first person to be convicted of murder in the United States based on fingerprint evidence.  
Individual’s fingerprints are now collected, photographed and marked up by latent fingerprint examiners for unique traits created by the friction ridges of a human finger, they are then used to search on an automated fingerprint recognition system (AFIS) which was established in 1993 and was the first computer database of fingerprints according to Singh (2019). The Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) is a biometric system that consists of a computer database of fingerprint recordings that can be searched and compared to identify known and unfamiliar fingerprints. It is widely used by law enforcement agencies says Safety and Security Minister Charles Nqakula (News 24, 2002). Modern AFIS can search well over a billion fingerprints in a single second, and stores over seventy three million criminal subjects making them extremely beneficial for solving crimes and reopening unresolved cases (National Institute of Justice, 2013). In the effort to improve AFIS technology, engineers have developed to increase accuracy and can now expand to search four fingers or more (Moses, 2022, p. 10).
However, to bring fingerprint evidence into law enforcement it took many cases of mistaken identity. The case of Susan May is one example. Susan May was found guilty in 1993 of murdering her 87-year-old aunt, Hilda Marchbank (Allison, 2013). Police said they found her fingerprints in bloodstains on the walls of Marchbank's bedroom. She served twelve years in prison. However, it was then proven that she was wrongly convicted. 
National fingerprint service from the Netherlands gathered that Susan’s fingerprint marks were made before Marchbank's murder. This was discovered due to Susan’s marks not being encompassed of blood meaning she was wrongly accused of her aunt’s murder (BBC NEWS, 2013). This case shows that fingerprint evidence can be highly effective in a case, but complications can be caused. With improvements and better technology in policing this case was solved but it took twelve years in doing so. 
Fingerprint evidence has developed massively over the years. The Carroll Bonnet case of a thirty-year-old murder was solved through the use of automated fingerprint recognition system (Richards, 2013). Carrol Bonnet was stabbed to death in his apartment in 1978, latent fingerprints and palmprints from the victim’s bathroom were collected as evidence. The case was soon pending and was put on hold due to investigators not being able to collect additional fingerprints which gave them a new lead. Many years later in 2008 the case was viewed again when the AFIS established. After just five hours of searching, a positive match of identification to the fingerprint was found which led them to Jerry Watson, an individual who was already incarcerated (Richards, 2013). This case proves that the impact of AFIS can be highly beneficial to the force and can solve unsolved crimes from years ago.
The National Policing Strategy (2022) aims to use the power of digital technologies and behaviours to identify and protect those who are at danger of harm in both the real and digital worlds. Through the use of digital technology, they want to give earlier, more precise, and targeted proactive policing tactics and early interventions, eventually enabling the people to defend themselves and their communities (Storm, 2017). They aspire to provide experiences that are seamless and digitally enabled. They want the public to have more options in how they interact with the police, allowing them to use the channels, media, and technologies that are most important to them (National Policing Strategy, 2022). The goal is to incorporate citizen interactions, information, and data across departments and forces to create a more accurate and fuller intelligence picture while retaining public confidence by responsibly gathering, utilising, and sharing data.
Technology in policing has impacted law agencies in a positive method of solving crime. Fingerprints have evolved over time from ancient times to what is now being used in the Police force. The technology of AFIS has massively impacted the police; the use of AFIS is used in every crime case as it can track down suspects in seconds.  Arrests are now being made quicker, unsolved crimes are being solved and the investigation processes is efficient. 
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