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Genocide: A World History – Norman M. Naimark
Is Genocide caused by the arrogance of Elitism?
The book Genocide: A world history was published in the United States of America (USA) by Oxford University Press in 2017 and written by Norman M. Naimark. The Book covers a range of different cases of Genocide. The book’s contents and layout follows chronological volumes making it organised and readily understandable. It shows a list of genocidal occurrences throughout the ages of which the book covers, from this we know it details events from the Ancient World all the way to the world post-cold war (Naimark, 2017).
Naimark, is a professor in eastern European Studies, including Russia, is a senior lecturer of the Hoover Institution, in addition to being a member of the institute of International Studies at Stanford University. This suggests that he has the capacity to be a well balanced academic with studies ranging from some of history’s most prominent genocides to the lesser recognised cases. Naimark has written many other works such as The Russians in Germany: A History of the Soviet Zone of Occupation, 1945-1949 and Stalin's Genocides. These works are as prominent to the studies, which are as intricate.
The chapter that will be examined is on settler genocide which appears to be mostly about, colonialism and the clearance of natives to make way for settlements. A good example of this colonialization settlement process would be the British pushing out the aboriginal peoples from the Australian land mass. “Scholars have pointed out the paradox in a situation which the new European arrivals attacked and sometimes eliminated the indigenous peoples as interlopers” (Naimark 2017 p.48). This is an obvious instance of Imperialism which falls into the bracket of Elitism. The work, Genocide a World History, suggests many other cases, one such example is the san cape where the Dutch east India company annihilated all san-hunter gatherers that went against their raid of traditional san land alongside their trek Boer companions which seems to be based on disrespect to the natives. Essentially, the chapter defines what devastation was brought to native peoples all over the world. 
In the opening of the chapter Modern Genocides, it quickly states the development of the modern-day technology and weapons which have become far more deadly.
                     Moreover, due to greatly more advanced communication methods like the telephone or radio, the ability to give orders such as those that would lead to committing genocide has become far too easy. The chapter also mentions that the development of more destructive and advanced weapons was supported by politicians who would then use war as a political tool to support their endeavours or motivations. “New means of killing became available to political elites that sought the elimination of enemy peoples in warfare and genocide” This description of how modern technology has been and can be abused by so-called government officials and elites, this shows how irresponsible people can be, the very fact that these individuals have come up with this is disheartening and concerning for potential future development. This suggests that misguided leaders and the effect of elitism play a heavy role in the pursuit of genocide, there are however instances of denial such as the Bosnian Serbs for a time denied genocide, insisting that they were victims of the Bosnian Muslims (Naimark, 2017 p.140) 
Instances of genocide in the ancient world are reported as far back 1200 BCE, alongside this there are burial sites that could suggest earlier instances of genocide (Naimark, 2017 p.7). This includes other theories like homo-sapiens exterminating neanderthal groups however there is no conclusive evidence (Naimark, 2017 p.7) experts theorise from examination of such sites that massacres were taken place. These are well thought out examples of the ways in which genocide was inflicted in the past, but it does not go in too much further detail, this goes to show just how little we know of the unrecorded ancient genocides. One of the best and most well-known examples of an attempted genocide would be the exodus of the Jews which is speculated between the 14th and 13th centuries BCE (Naimark 2017 p.8). This is a prime example of how in Egypt the pharaoh’s power, and elitism, lead to the slavery and attempted slaughter of the Semites, from this information we can determine that elitism has been a problem through all of the ages it would seem. Alongside the example above the Gallic campaigns. Also show prominence in support of the effects of the arrogance associated with Elitism.
The work is aimed for an academic audience, which makes it an informative and trustworthy text to base argument upon. Some would feel that the order in which it addresses the different subject periods as unorthodox as it follows time periods chronologically, however, some subjects are not clearly defined in time periods. The titles that do not seem to fit the theme are warrior genocide and those that relate to the cold war, which determines it is not solely about chronological order it is about where different genocides fit into certain categories such as the gallic conquest which would fit under the ancient world alongside the Exodus of Moses. On the other hand, it is agreeable to observe that even with the works flaws it has a very clear and evenly spread layout that is consistently on topic and avoids large tangents. As such it is concise.
In conclusion, taking into account the various statements and facts taken from this work it shows that maybe perhaps, elitism is a power that can be abused in order to commit genocide,  and it would seem that genocide is committed by people who look to take from others out of avarice or sometimes simply an act of hatred because of beliefs and this work shows the smaller details behind each genocide with a deeper understanding that genocide is in fact caused by arrogance of greedy, hateful elitist leaders (Naimark, 2017).
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