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[bookmark: _Toc1027311852]1.0 Introduction 
Having gained popularity during the corona virus pandemic, Virtual learning is indeed a promising aspect for the future of Education all around the globe. The term "virtual learning" refers to a style of learning that is enhanced using computers and the internet both used either externally or internally. Numerous terminologies and formats are used in virtual learning. Although they reflect a few educational facets and might help us understand what "virtual learning" means, these include online learning, web-based learning, remote learning, E learning, and blended learning. In virtual learning, all the terms mentioned above are integrated. It can overcome several restrictions imposed by the physical environment, such as those related to time, resources, and location. Teachers can interact with more pupils and do their usual jobs more efficiently in online settings. examples of virtual learning include audio and video lectures, distance learning degree programmes and podcasts, among others. the aim of this report is to shed light on the impacts of Virtual learning (VLE) on students learning experiences with a particular reference to the University of Wales Trinity St David, London campus.
[bookmark: _Toc1269767634]2.0 Literature Review
[bookmark: _Int_fBAZe1z4]Universities now must deal with an increase in applicants for a wide range of academic programmes. Today's higher education institutions must manage a growing demand for admittance to a variety of academic programmes. Due to the high number of these students making it more difficult to meet demand due to the limited resources available from the educational institutions, there is an increasing strain on the scarce resources that these institutions possess. Today's higher education institutions must manage a growing demand for admittance to a variety of academic programmes. The demand for admittance to a wide range of academic programmes is on the rise in today's society, and higher education institutions must keep up.
According to Ofsted (2009), a virtual learning environment (VLE) is a collection of online materials used for instructional purposes. The terms managed learning environments (MLE) and virtual learning environments (VLE) are frequently used interchangeably. To mention a few, commercial VLE software options include Blackboard, Web CT, Lotus Learning Space, and COSE. In virtual learning settings, lecturers interact with students and employ unique materials, in contrast to traditional learning environments. Instructors that have access to an e-learning system can provide course materials in a variety of formats (text, graphics, sound, video, etc.) from any location at any time if they have internet connectivity.
Phillip and Merisotis (1999) argue that the learning purpose, target audience, mode of access (physical or virtual), and type of information must all be taken into consideration while creating virtual learning environments. It is crucial to comprehend how virtual learning environments are used as well as the variables that motivate academic personnel to do so. It will be critical to identify these elements to foresee the consequences of integrating ICT into education using VLEs. This will lead to better planning, increasing the likelihood of good outcomes.
There has been a significant amount of prior research on the variables influencing the adoption of online learning technology in higher education institutions. Online learning readiness is described by So and Swatman (2003) as a person's mental and physical readiness for an e-learning experience. VLEs are a type of electronic learning, and for the sake of this study, VLE readiness can be interpreted as a measure of how well-prepared individuals and institutions are for these environments. Another factor that could influence how successfully a task is completed is self-efficacy. It can be described as confidence in one's own talents. It demonstrates a person's level of assurance in their capacity to carry out the procedures required to accomplish a specific objective and has a direct bearing on their decision to begin a project, the time they devote to it, and how motivated they are to see it through (Preston, 2004). Additionally, Heinsen and Knight (1987) point out that people's attitudes toward computers play a significant role in computer-based learning, necessitating constant evaluation to guarantee the effectiveness of e-learning.
Given that students often respond to assessment requirements first, Becta (2003) contends that assessment must be a component of learning innovations. The internet and ICT (information and communications technology) are used by a multimedia tool known as a virtual learning environment (VLE) to promote education. Academic staff assert that for an evaluation to be considered high-quality, it must be both simple to acquire and free from legal liability. A VLE is a piece of software that combines a few features to enable smooth online communication between students and teachers. Information delivery and tracking are included in this (Poelmans et al., 2008).
There have been several research that have spoken of the benefits of the Virtual Learning Environments. Cvetkovic, (2016) has said that VLE benefits the student to having access of the coursework from anywhere at any time. Learning can be done online, thus going to classes is not required. This enables those who are handicapped, reside in rural places, or even reside on different continents, to obtain high-quality education. Thanks to the virtual learning system, you can continue your studies when recuperating from a condition, on vacation, or while traveling for work. Also, Folta et al., (2010) has averted that VLE provides a good channel for motivation among the students. Many students are excited to partake learning when gadgets are involved. It could be challenging for people with poor self-control or low motivation to fit in in a virtual learning environment. In the absence of constant supervision and deadlines, they find it difficult to keep attention and learn efficiently. The VLE also makes it easier to cheat because no one can determine if you are using a separate device to take an online test or if you are doing everything yourself. Thus, it is crucial to have self-control and strong motivation.
[bookmark: _Toc2083974537]3.0 Aims and objectives
The main aim of this report study is to give a valid assessment on how Virtual Learning Environments have impacted the learning experience of students in the University of Wales Trinity St David, London campus. 
The objectives of the study will be:
· To determine the extent of access to advanced learning experience by the students.
· To enable instructors, gain an understanding of how students interact.
· To examine how students feel about using a VLE for their learning.
· To provide evidence of student learning performance in the VLE.
[bookmark: _Toc1827747344]4.0 RESEARCH METHODS
In this section, the methodologies involved in the research process are discussed.
[bookmark: _Toc650105101]Research philosophy
A research philosophy is a way of thinking about the steps that should be taken when gathering, evaluating, and using data pertinent to a subject. A key component of research technique is research philosophy. Ontology, epistemology, and axiology make up the three parts of research philosophy. A branch of philosophy called axiology is interested in morality, ethics, and judgments. This strategy applies the social inquiry method. Researchers use this skill to make axiological judgments regarding the conduct and substance of their research (Saunders et al., 2010). This is the philosophy that shall be used in this research.
[bookmark: _Toc591639048]Research approach
Research approaches that distinguish between qualitative and quantitative techniques are a part of methodology for gathering and assessing data in general. The main difference between deductive and inductive approaches is the significance of the hypothesis to the inquiry. The methodology used in this study will be the inductive method, which starts with the research questions as well as the aims and objectives that must be accomplished during the inquiry (Bray et al., 2014).
Data collection
The main types of data in research are primary and secondary data (Goddard and Melville 2004). Our report study will utilize the primary sources due to the nature of the sourcing methods.
[bookmark: _Toc1959583343]Ethical considerations
We considered a few ethical issues before going ahead with our research. We made sure that the students received information of the interviews and questionnaires earlier in advance, thereby considering the ethical issue of informed consent. We also upheld total anonymity and confidentiality of the answers provided by the students. All the students that participated in the research did so out of their own free will. No coercion whatsoever (Swain, 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc1718648860]Time frame
The research shall take a completion period of 4 weeks to allow accuracy and efficiency.
[bookmark: _Toc1354667728]

5.0 Results
This report study's primary goal was to provide a reliable evaluation of how Virtual Learning Environments had an impact on students' educational experiences at the University of Wales Trinity St David, London campus. The turn up for the individuals set to undertake the interviewing process was impressive and all went exceptionally well. Basing on the answers provided by the interviewees on the research questions asked, the first question majored on the extent of access by the students to advanced experiences brought about by VLE. A whooping 86% of the respondents answered that VLE had impacted their access to an extreme while only 14 % reported to an average access. this is represented on a graph as shown in the figure below.
	No of students
	Extremely helped
	Averagely helped
	Low access

	50
	43
	7
	0


[image: ]
The second question was posed to the instructors and were asked whether the practice of VLE has enabled them as tutors to have a better understanding on the interactions between students. The respondents gave a unanimous answer saying indeed VLE gave them deeper insights on the students' interactions. The information Is relayed on the graph below.
	No of tutors
	YES
	NO

	15
	15
	0


[image: ]
Another question posed to the students asked how the students rate their competency levels in ICT. A convincing 64% answered medium, while 36 percent answered highly. No figures were recorded for low competency as shown.
	No of students
	Highly competent
	Average competency
	Lowly competent

	50
	18
	32
	0
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[bookmark: _Toc936079821]6.0 Discussions 
The responses to the first question clearly state the significance of VLE towards providing the students with access to advanced information and literature for learning purposes. Both students and academic staff have praised the advantages of employing a virtual learning environment to offer an integrated and adaptable support mechanism for assessment. The results of this study show that the quantity of collaborative learning among students has increased dramatically because of the use of virtual learning environments. From the results, 85% reported to having access to advanced materials for reading as a benefit from VLE. Although this number is impressive, it shows that there is still room for improvement to facilitate and address the 15% that reported otherwise. The matter ought to be investigated and proper recommendations applied to ensure a 100% result. When asked on what reasons hindered them in the access to advanced sources the students listed a lack of technical support as the main reason. Technical problems are one of the main obstacles limiting students from participating and being motivated in online courses (Coman et al., 2020). It was later confirmed that these students were from vulnerable communities and could not afford the tech associated with VLE. The university of Wales therefore started a sponsorship programme to provide such students with the equipment.
As the question posed on the instructors returned a unanimous answer of a positive impact of VLE, it is evident that VLE is becoming increasingly popular in higher education due to its convenience and scheduling flexibility. It also has an impact on how the teacher or tutor defines their task. Assessment and grading will be made simpler by using self-marking activities in the VLE that send students' grades directly to the gradebook. Teachers can immediately see trends in a group of pupils, identify abnormalities, and address any issues before they worsen thanks to the vast range of reporting tools at their disposal. Along with receiving more frequent updates than just final reports, parents can examine their children's grades. This makes it possible for instructors to evaluate student performance more precisely during one-on-one meetings (Jackson and Fearon, 2014). The answers on the student's competency levels in ICT show the growth and prevalence of ICT in the learning institutions. Being a well-endowed tertiary institution, the University of Wales Trinidad St David offers its students with a rich and rewarding study experience through their Virtual learning programme called the “Moodle” the study showed that most students have an average basic knowledge in ICT operations and that is impressive and gives the green light to strategize more Virtual learning models.
[bookmark: _Toc508734387]7.0 Conclusion
In light if the results from the research study, it is clear that VLE is a growing sector that offers a promising future for higher education. A study was conducted in the University of Wales Trinidad St David with an aim of gaining in depth information on the impacts of VLE on the learning experiences of the students. According to the findings, a VLE can affect how well students perform academically by enabling access to learning from anywhere. For students preparing for tests, this would be extremely helpful. A VLE enables an institution to provide online learning options in the event that its physical facilities must be shuttered at short notice. A VLE is a common approach used by universities to provide courses to students who are unable to attend in person. They can access the same top-notch course materials as those who are in person by using the VLE.
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TICK ON THE APPROPRIATE BOX THAT MOST SATISFIES YOUR RESPONSE.

1. TO WHAT EXTENT HAS VLE ALLOWED YOU THE ACCESS TO ADVANCED READING MATERIAL IN
YOUR LEARNING EXPERIENCE?

EXTREMELY

AVERAGE

Low

2. AS AN INSTRUCTOR, DO YOU AGREE THAT VLE HAS ALLOWED YOU TO BETTER UNDERSTAND

YOUR STUDENTS?

YES

NO

3. ASASTIUDENT, HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR COMPETENCY LEVEL IN ICT?

HIGH

MEDIUM

Low
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