


The object of this essay is to research a Specific Learning Difficulty (SpLD) to research how it would impact on learning and achievements for the children and young people in school. To understand how this impact on the emotional and learning development, how many children are affected by SpLD. To begin my essay, I have chosen my SpLD for this to be dyslexia. According to the British Dyslexia Association (BDA), dyslexia affects as many as 6.3 million people, which is an estimated 10% of the population, research has also shown that 1 in 6 of adults have the reading age of 11 years old.  

Dyslexia is not only a learning difficulty it is a health condition which is likely to be present at birth and have a long-life effect. There is no cure for dyslexia, but with the right resources and support given most individuals can overcome. Dyslexia is a reading disability which can affect reading problems, speech sounds and learning how children relate to letters and words (decoding). This disability affects areas of the brain that process language this is called the Broca’s area located in the frontal lobe.  

Children with dyslexia, lack motivation, low self esteem and can be upset which develops as they go through school as the pressures become greater and greater. Also they can become very quiet, very internal, may sit at the back of the class avoiding eye to eye contact, some children who are dyslexic may even interrupt or get up out of class by using an excuse to go to the toilet on more than one occasion this is what is called evasive tactics, dyslexics will also resort to becoming the class clown which again are tactics, anything to do with getting out of learning and wanting to be accepted by their peers or peer groups they think that this is the way that they hope will get them accepted and encourage their street cred.  In older peers they unfortunately can develop higher levels of anger which can lead to them becoming in trouble which could lead to imprisonment. According to Hewitt-Main (2012) who assessed 2,029 prisoners in Chelmsford prison between the ages of 18-77year olds at the end of her intense research her conclusion showed that 53% of the prisoners were diagnosed with having dyslexia alone.  In 2008, the Labour government asked Sir Jim Rose to investigate how to improve provision for dyslexic children ( Rose Report p10).

Strategies and ways around dyslexia is to encourage the children that they are doing the best that they can to hopefully rise their self-esteem. Some older children with dyslexia may feel as if life is treating them unfairly and badly so they begin to start labelling themselves dumb, stupid, it is known that it is easier to control this in a younger peer stage as a teacher may be able to give the child a hug or even a friend for reassurance, this would not be so easy for older peers as teachers may be making a lot more demands on them which will overwhelm, which can make the older peers feel as if they are failing, which may make them very vulnerable, feel bad about themselves and on edge, all these type of emotions can make the peers feel extremely tired, so you can image a child with dyslexia their behaviour may become worse as the school week goes on, so on Monday their behaviour is great compared to by the time Friday afternoon comes.

Many dyslexia children can feel a sense of sensibility and always feel as if they are not good enough or not as good as anyone else and that life is tough. Schools and outside agencies such as, Educational psychologist (Ed Psych), Speech and Language (S&L), Mental health Childhood Adolescent Health Services (CAMHS), School Nurse and Health Visitor. Some people argue that labelling is a good idea as the child knows that there is a reason for the way they learn and behave and that there is nothing wrong with them and they are not ill, not stupid, that they need to know that the way they learn is the best way, this might not be the way in which the teacher teaches.  Teachers adapt their planning and learning to fulfil the pupils needs, the adults also must adapt a positive outcome, so the child does not lose their self-esteem. It is mentioned that dyslexics have some significant cognitive advantages this leads to four major vocational paths entrepreneurship, engineering, architecture, and the arts of phonetic decoding. According to Maslow’s Theory if the learner has self esteem and satisfaction it has reached the 4th stage of his pyramid so then the child will hopefully reach his/her full potential.

A child who is dyslexics may also have traits of hyperactivity, this may be shown in the child misbehaving, but also they cannot sit still these children should be put in an environment where they are understood and well supported and given every possible chance to progress.  Apparently, hyperactivity is linked with dyslexic in children they would not begiven medication straightaway as they would not respond, so they need to have a period of education first to help diagnose which medication if any will be needed.  

There are many ways in which schools would recognise a child’s learning difficulties and the earlier the identification the better.  The school assesses, monitors and records children’s progress from admission using both screening measures and identification these are screening test ( Pembrokeshire Screening Tool, Baseline assessment) and Classroom observations.  Each term pupils are monitored and individual records are kept IEP’s ( Individual Educational Plan) at the end of the school year tests such as the National Tests, All Wales Reading Tests and spelling tests gauge progress throughout the year.  If any concerns arise with any pupil their parents are consulted straightaway and an IEP is put in place.  Teacher Assistant’s (TA’s) are then given programmes to help support the pupil this could be POPAT, Elklan, S&L programmes, Accelerated Literacy, Letters and Sounds, Guided Reading, Sign a long, British Dyslexia Association and also Welsh Sabbatical this is to help the children who are first language Welsh and to help the TA’s deliver the programme the best they can to help the child progress.

Dyscalculia is one of the groups of SpLD’s, and is a learning difficulty in mathematics.  Dyscalculia should not be confused with dyslexia, which is a difficulty with words.  Dyscalculia is more likely that difficulties with numeracy accompany the language difficulties of dyslexia.  In fact some pupils can be gifted in other academic areas, but be confounded in Maths.  Even if pupils produce a correct answer or use a correct method, they may do so automatically and without confidence.  Inadequate knowledge is known on what causes or what might be the treatment of dyscalculia. 

There are two main types of dyscalculia, Developmental Dyscalculia, these are pupils who have difficulties only with the number and general cognitive ability of specific maths abilities and Dyscalculia is an inability to mentally or consider concepts and numbers.  Research has shown that there is many strategies to help a pupils with dyscalculia here are some of them, using pictures and visual incentives, multi-sensory methods like writing numbers in shaving foam on the table with their fingers, The Numicon Intervention Programme, the Lsa encouraging the child to show them how they came to their conclusion so they know that they have understood the question, Springboard maths, Number shark, rock stars.  The outside agencies are not the same as pupils with dyscalculia as they do not have many traits the same as those pupils with dyslexia.  Educational Psychology Team (Ed Psych) can request the school for intervention programmes for individual pupils to meet the pupils their criteria IEP’s like dyslexia.  Finally like dyslexic children parents are always kept up to date with anything that the schools put in place for their children.

In conclusion to this essay, I have found that dyslexia and dyscalculia are two of the most common learning difficulties from the teachers to encounter and that having a positive productive classroom environment will help construct the children to have a more positive outcome and self esteem about themselves and their school work.  Dyslexia has many different difficulties that have underlined in other SpLD’s.  I also found that both dyslexia and dyscalculia have different behavioural traits, yet they have similar brain activity in mathematics.  These SpLD’s that children will have different signs of behaviour and characteristics.  Specific children with one or more of theses difficulties can be help by dyslexia and dyscalculia, children with dyscalculia will have difficulty processing language rules which will become more difficult to understand.  Neurodiversity is a new term which helps to promote the views of differences to be recognised and respected as any other person to hopefully prevent the labelling stigma. Schools must remember that no child is the same so their traits and behaviours will be different. 
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