Task 2: Manifesto Writing

1.  Artists should be given equal opportunities

2. Gender pay gap

3. Wales should become independent

4. Sports can help mental health and physical health

5. Reduce use of plastic 

6. More support should be given to the homeless

7. Overthinking ruins perfectionism

8. I believe in the power of visual design (feminism/ racism) 

































1. More support should be given to the homeless

[image: A bit of cash can keep someone off the streets for 2 years or more |  Science | AAAS]

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/bit-cash-can-keep-someone-streets-2-years-or-more

The UK economy is ranked fifth in the world, [1] yet shamefully homelessness is still a big issue. Families are more at risk of becoming homeless than ever in 2020 with more business closures and rising unemployment. The latest Government statistics estimate that 4266 people sleep rough on a ‘typical’ night. Alarmingly this represents a 141% increase since the 2010 figure of 2498. [2]

People who are homeless have life expectancy rates similar to those in Victorian times.
“people who are homeless have much shorter lives compared to the rest of the population, with an average life expectancy of 42 years of age compared with 82 years of age in the general population” (Government 2018 p100). [3]

 During the COVID 19 pandemic many councils took in rough sleepers to protect them from the virus. Evidence suggests that housing people quickly in secure accommodation is a far more cost effective option. This demonstrates that with political will, a difference can be made. Let’s be the ones to lend a helping hand.

2. Reduce use of plastic

[image: Plastic Pollution Solutions - 10 Ways to Reduce Plastic Pollution | NRDC]

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/10-ways-reduce-plastic-pollution 

Plastics became popular in the 1960s and the use of disposable plastic products surged in the following decades.  Although plastic is a necessary product in our lives, there is growing concern about the use of single use plastic. 
 Carrier bag charging in the UK has positively impacted on reducing use.  However personal experience of doing beach cleans has shown me the scale of plastic waste washed up on our beaches and the effect on wildlife.  

About 8 million tons of plastic waste enters our oceans annually from coastal nations. This equates to about 5 bin bags of rubbish on every foot of coastline around the world.[1]

“Marine anthropogenic litter causes harm to a wide range of marine biota.  Seabirds, fish, turtles and marine mammals suffer from entanglement with and ingestion of marine litter items as illustrated by countless pictures of animals injured and strangled by discarded fishing gear in the public media.”[2] p9 

There is still a lot we can do, starting with doing our bit to replace single use products in our lives with reusable equivalents and dealing with waste responsibly.
3. Artists should be given equal opportunities



[image: UN's HeForShe Impact Report Sees Progress Toward Gender Equality | BeLatina]

https://belatina.com/report-sees-progress-toward-gender-equality/


Second wave  feminist artists worked to highlight women’s issues including inequality and discrimination  and helped bring about legislation such as the 1970 equal pay act and subsequent improvements . 

 Peggy Phelan defines feminism as “the conviction that gender has been and continues to be, a fundamental category for the organisation of culture. Moreover, the pattern of that organisation usually favours men over women” [1]

Decades of campaiging for equal treatment for women should mean all genders have similar opportunities. Despite legislation, female artists still battle discrimination.
 
According to The National Museum of Women in the Arts in London 78 % of galleries still represent more men than women.[2]. Some men believe that a radical approach is needed as the percentages are so unequal.  The director of Baltimore Museum decided in 2020 to only buy works by female artists “in order to ‘rectify centuries of imbalance’. [3]

This solution is not fair either, but working to give women’s art exposure in major galleries would be a small step in the right direction. 
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There are somewhat more benign, but nonetheless inaccurate,
claims that hold true for only a minority of those experiencing
homelessness contained in the National Housing First Strategy
(Government of Ireland, 2018: 9):

[t]he multiple causes and facets of health problems
mean people who are homeless have much shorter lives
compared to the rest of the population, with an average
life expectancy of 42 years of age (44 in males and 37 in
females), compared with 82 years of age in the general
population.

This may have the effect of confirming the perception that
homelessness is the preserve of a damaged and deviant group
of different people.

‘We need to rethink homelessness and plan a future where
temporary housing, including both shelter and transitional
housing, is replaced with locally based prevention services
for those at risk of experiencing homelessness and rapid
rehousing for those who do experience it. Rethinking home-
lessness will require substantial shifts and transformations in
policy (from managing homelessness to ending homelessness),
practice (to evidenced-based interventions) and perception (that
those experiencing homelessness are not the diseased, disabled
detritus of society unable or unwilling to be helped) by all
actors (central government, local government and not-for-
profit service providers).

‘We have increasing research evidence both on what works
in preventing homelessness in the first instance, and on the
support mechanisms that can ensure sustainable and stable
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WE ARE EQUAL





