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AIM(S) 

• To enable students to critically evaluate the contribution new technologies have 
made to our understanding of human behaviour and cognition. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

• demonstrate a critical understanding of conceptual and historical issues relating to 
Biological and Cognitive Psychology; 

 

• demonstrate a critical understanding of how drugs and hormones influence brain 
activity and subsequent behaviours, examining empirical research involving 
neuroimaging techniques in this field; 

 

• demonstrate a critical understanding of how approaches in Neuroscience have 
contributed to the development of the field of Cognitive Psychology (e.g. attention, 
the study of perception, learning, memory, thinking and language); 

 

• take responsibility for their own learning and skill development; including effective 
personal planning, self-reflection and project management skills.  

 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 

• Examination of the dynamic development of biological and cognitive neuroscience 

in the last two decades. 

• Examination of the benefits and limitations of evidence derived from 

neuroscientific research with particular reference to learning and cognition. 

• Examination of the biological basis of behaviour and the impact of neuroimaging 

techniques in relation to the understanding in this field. 

• Exploration of the impact neuroscientific research may have on traditional 

empirical evidence within Biological and Cognitive Psychology. 

• Exploration of a range of approaches developed within neuroscience used to 

enhance our understanding of relating to disorders of attention, perception, 

learning, memory, thinking and language.  

 
 

 



Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 30 15% 

Independent learning 170 85% 

Placement learning - - 

TOTAL 200 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Assessment Component 1 

☒ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Exam 2.5 hours 50% 

 

 
Assessment Component 2 

 

☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Individual Presentation 15 minutes 50% 

 

Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam 50% 

Coursework - 

Practical 50% 

TOTAL 100% 

 

This module is a core requirement for Graduate Basis for Chartership (GBC) accreditation 

with the British Psychological Society (BPS) as set out in documentation to the BPS (2019). 
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(2016). Neuroscience: Exploring the brain (Fourth 

edition). Wolters Kluwer 

☐ 

Essential Carlson, N. (2011). Foundations of behavioral 
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Essential Gazzaniga, M.S., Ivry, R.B., & Mangun, G. R. 
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mind (Fourth ed.).  Norton. 
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Further Purves, D. (2008). Principles of cognitive 

neuroscience. Basingstoke 

☐ 

Further Higgs, S., Cooper, A., Harris, M., & Lee, J. 

(2015). Biological psychology. SAGE. 

☒ 

Further Johnson, & De Haan. (2015). Developmental cognitive 

neuroscience: An introduction (Fourth ed.). John Wiley 

and Sons. 

☐ 
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Further Fiske, S., & Taylor, S. (2010). Social cognition: From 
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☒ 

Further Spear, L. (2010). The behavioral neuroscience of 

adolescence. W. W. Norton. 

☒ 

 
 
 
 
 
 


