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Ancient Civilisations: Comparative Analysis and Critical Perspectives 

 
This module incorporating an individual project develops comparative analytical and research 
skills in preparation for your dissertation at Level 6. It explores the concepts of civilisation, 
society and culture as theoretical constructs and their application to specific examples drawn 
from a range of ancient civilisation. You will examine a number of research themes and 
methodologies that are key to the study of ancient civilisations, which you will apply to a 
specific aspect (art, religion, mythology, economy for example) of an ancient civilisation of 
your choice (including ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, the Classical World, Mesoamerica, 
and other civilisations of the East Mediterranean).  

Credits: 20  This module has 20 contact hours in class during Block 1. You are required 
to attend ALL these classes. In addition, you will have to meet your supervisor 
during the academic year. 

Module convener:  Dr. Katharina Zinn, office: Arts Building A110  

 

AIM(S) 

 To examine in detail the concept(s) of civilisation, culture and society with reference to 
ancient world civilisations; 

 To evaluate key methodological and theoretical approaches for the comparative 
analysis of ancient world civilisations. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the 
ability to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of an ancient civilisation of their choice; 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theoretical approaches and analytical 
methods appropriate to the study of ancient civilisations and the application of these 
to a specific civilisation of their choice; 

 Develop independent research and presentation skills. 

This year’s special topic is RELIGION 
 
  



Syllabus:  It is required to check MOODLE every day during the block. 
 

Date Title Readings / Tasks to do 

Week 

1 

17/09-20/09/2019 

Introduction 

Mo General induction: Please follow INDUCTION timetable 

AC1 

Tue 

Welcome to the course and 
Administrative 

 

Definitions: what are 
civilisation/culture/society?  

 Decide on your civilisation for your project in 
class discussion 

AC2 

Thur 
No class 

 

AC3 

Fri 

 

Week 

2 

23/09-27/09/2019 

Theory, culture and religion 

AC2 

Mo 

Theories and Theorists: Why Theory is 
Important for the Understanding of 
ancient civilisations 

Bussmann 2015 

AC3 

Tue 

Theoretical approaches to religion Workshop: What aspects of religion in your culture 
interests you? 

Thu 
No class 

 

Fri  

Week 

3 

30/09-04/10/2019 
 

AC4 

Mo 

Case studies: Ancient China (TJ) and 
Ancient Egypt (KZ) 

Workshop: Compare these two approaches 

AC5 

Tue 

Religion and you: Your culture, your 
project and  

Prepare a short talk (with or without PPTX to 
introduce the class to some ideas how you would 
like to approach religion in your culture, suggest a 
title of your project. 

Workshop: How to write an abstract and 
outline/structure? 

Thu 

No class 

10AM: submit your abstract drafts to the 
ABTRACT-Forum on MOODLE 

Prepare an outline/structure for tomorrow’s 
discussion 

AC6 

Fri 

Abstract discussion Class discussion abstracts (marked) and outlines / 
structure: you need to read all abstracts on 
MOODLE 

Week 

4 

07/10-11/10/2019 
 

Mo 

No class 

Submission Coursework 1 - Abstract 

Tue  

Thu  

AC7 

Fri 

Individual supervision for project – 
where to go from here? 

Please sign yourself into a times lot on a list at 
Katharina’s office door 



03/02/20 Submission of presentation HANDOUT  date of actual presentation TBC, but likely to be 
during that week 

01/05/20 Submission of Project Summary / Dissertation 
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ASSESSMENTS 
 
One research project (comprises Ass.Components 1-3) 
 

Choice of civilisations: 
 
ancient Egypt, ancient China, Mesopotamia, Hittites, Phoenicians; Mesopotamia, 
Indus Valley; Minoans/Mycenaeans; Canaanites; Inca, Maya, Persians, Classical 
Greece, Roman Empire, Etruscans 

Your choice of culture needs to be agreed upon 

 
The overarching topic is RELIGION 

 
 

Assessment Component 1 – 10%  submission on Monday 07/10/2019 via Turnitin 
(MOODLE) 

Project abstract – 500-word assignment 

 Please see the How to write an abstract? document on MOODLE (Section: Your 
assessments - your independent project) for further information and help. 

 

Assessment Component 2 – 10%  submission of presentation HANDOUT on 
Deadline: 03/02/2020 @ 23/59, on Moodle for ppt/handout. Specific presentation dates 
to be announced nearer the time, but are likely to be during that week between Tuesday 
and Friday. 

5-10 min presentation 

Introduce your research topic, your sources / methodology and critically reflect upon the 
progress so far. 

 

Assessment Component 3 – 80%  submission via Turnitin on 01/05/2020 

 

Project summary – 3500 words 

This dissertation type summative essay should provide and answer to your 

research question presented in your abstract. Please follow the usual structure 

of a dissertation explained in the document How to write your project summary 

/ dissertation on MOODLE (Section: Your assessments - your independent 

project). See there for further information and help. 

 

 

You can find your Marking Criteria on MOODLE. 

  

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=1703
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=1703
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=1703
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=1703


 

THE END 


