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1.Executive Summary
This report discusses and examines the change in religious studies taught in schools. This is done by highlighting three areas, change throughout history, religious education today and religious discrimination within education. This report details shifts in education, such as the shift toward changing religious education syllabuses in 1960 to teach relevant material that relates to the pupil’s lives instead of focusing on Christianity. Following this, the report demonstrates arguments for why humanism should be taught in religious education today and how pupils should be taught an understanding of multiple faiths and not an induction to a belief. This report also demonstrates the effects of how a lack of understanding of religions can lead to discrimination, specifically in the school setting. The report finds that religious education has slowly progressed from being predominantly teaching about Christianity to a now multifaith teaching of various religions and in recent time has seen teaching of humanism to support relevant teaching in a time where many people do not belong to a religion. As this progression has been made, it reduces discrimination in school, however this is still an issue within education and needs further progression. Recommendations include:
· To continue to integrate RE into the public-school curriculum.
· To support faith schools in support of reducing discrimination and racism. 
· To teach an understanding of the predominant religions in society. To enable young people to have correct knowledge, reducing misunderstood assumption which sometimes lead to discrimination.

2. Introduction
The Education Reform Act 1988 provides the contemporary legal context for religious education in England and Wales. An example of a demand made by the 1988 Act is: ‘That any new syllabus for RE shall reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’ (Section 8.3). This report will analyse how religious instruction then became religious education and how teaching a multifaith religious education is beneficial to society. Religious education plays an important role in enabling society to accommodate diversity fairly. Barnes suggests “It should provide an atmosphere of welcoming openness and permitting a safe space for expressing disagreement. It can therefore help pupils learn that disagreement should be based on understanding, not on ignorance, bias or misinterpretation”[footnoteRef:1]. This report will discuss key change in religious education taught in schools and will use primary and secondary sources to do so.  [1:  Philip Barnes, Debates in Religious Education (Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2012), p. 18.] 


3. Change in religious education taught in schools.
3.1. The History of Religious education.
The Church of England founded the National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in 1811. Later in 1833 the government gave grants to these church schools, in 1861 the parliament requested a report on the effectiveness of these grants. They recommended that grants should be tied to a system of standardized annual inspections, which came in to practice in 1870 following the Education Act[footnoteRef:2]. This was when the separation between religious and state schools began and in 1944 the Act clarified the ‘Dual system’ of partnership between the state and the churches in providing a national system of education[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Florence S. Boos, "Florence S. Boos, “The Education Act Of 1870: Before and After” | BRANCH", Branchcollective.Org, 2015 <http://www.branchcollective.org/?ps_articles=florence-s-boos-the-education-act-of-1870-before-and-after> [Accessed 4 December 2018].]  [3:  Robert Jackson, Rethinking Religious Education and Plurality (London: RoutledgeFalmer, 2004), p. 39.] 

From the 1940’s until early 1960’s the Religious Education syllabuses were content relating to the Bible and some periods of church history. At this time, it was assumed that biblical teaching based on a Christian interpretation was religious instruction. Goldman (1964) and Loukes (1961) encouraged a move in the 1960’s to interpret religious instruction in a more relevant manner to relate to the lives of the pupils. This move is important as for the first-time religious education as a curriculum subject was associated with moral, social and personal education, this development was attractive to some. However, it also caused struggles between whether RE is an academic subject or a collection of personal attitudes and behaviors[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Lynne Broadbent and Alan Brown, Issues in Religious Education (Oxon: Routledge, 2002), pp. 7-9.] 

Again, the 1970’s and 80’s religious education saw a further shift, where those concerned with a ‘world religion’ approach to RE were the conservative conventionalists who saw the predominance of Christianity being threatened in the classrooms in England and Wales. In the mid-70’s The Birmingham LEA arrived at a new RE syllabus where the study of Humanism and Communism as religions were in, then out. In the late 1980’s during debates about RE surrounding the publication of the Education Reform Bill, emerged a lobby arguing for a stronger place for RE in schools. The argument was for ‘predominantly Christian’ RE rather than ‘multifaith’ RE which was regarded as the norm among many Local Education Authority syllabuses[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Jackson, Education and Plurality, p.22-23.] 


3.2. Religious education in schools today.
Morals taught in education have their origins in religion. World Religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam have shaped how people’s actions are viewed and the laws that govern their behaviour. Grigg sums this up through the Golden Rule, which can be found in most religions and secular philosophies. For example, “Buddhism: ‘Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful.’ Udana-Varga 5:18”[footnoteRef:6]. Historically moral education was closely associated with religious instruction. However, in 2002 subjects such as personal, social, health and citizenship education (PSHCE) were introduced as a compulsory subject in the secondary national curriculum which covered moral education.  [6:  Dr Ruddell Grigg, Big Ideas in Education (Carmarthen: Crown House Publishing, 2016), p. 119.] 

Today most people identify as having no religion.  Clarke argues that therefore the teaching of religion and belief in schools needs to reflect modern Britain. Currently each education authority sets their own RE syllabus, Clarke suggests that a new nationally determined syllabus called religion, belief and values should replace religious education and be compulsory in all state-funded schools. However, the chief executive of Humanists UK, Andrew Copson argues that “In an increasingly diverse, increasingly fractured, and increasingly irreligious society, it is as clear as ever that a ‘new settlement’ is needed to end the religious divides entrenched by the current education system,”[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Harriet Sherwood, "Religious Education Needs Overhaul To 'Reflect UK', Says Report", The Guardian, 2018 <https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/jul/17/religious-education-needs-overhaul-to-reflect-uk-says-report> [Accessed 6 December 2018].] 

Although most young people do not regard themselves to belong to a religion does not mean that religious education should have less use in the curriculum. As RE should teach about multiple faiths, it should also teach humanism, if pupils did not learn this, it could be said they were victims of indoctrination. Humanism and other non-theistic beliefs have their own views about religion and this ought to be part of a pupil’s RE[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  "Why Humanism Is Included In ‘Religious Education’ (‘RE’)", Humanists UK, 2018 <https://humanism.org.uk/education/teachers/why-should-you-include-humanism-in-re/> [Accessed 7 December 2018].] 

In terms of what is taught in religious education today, Hull argues the aim of religious education should be to do with the understanding of religion rather than with conversation to any faith. Then by the time the student leaves school, they will have some knowledge and understanding of the function of religion and the questions it raises and answers. Today religion in schools is not an induction into belief, but an understanding/knowledge[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  John Hull and Owen Cole, New Directions in Religious Education (Sussex: The Falmer Press, 1982), pp. 172-173.] 


3.3. Religious Discrimination in education.
[bookmark: _GoBack]An issue regarding religion within education is discrimination, and how a lack of teaching of societies religions can affect this. In England and Wales, the Labour Party policy during the opposition to faith schools being state funded, was unsympathetic to the idea based on the potential of increasing religious, racial and cultural divisiveness. This was a change of heart for the Labour Party and came as a result of racism against children from ethnic minorities in County schools, many of whom were from religious backgrounds. In the shift of policy, the Party upheld the right of religious minorities to establish Voluntary Aided schools, on the grounds that they already existed for some religious groups. This expansion also supported the government’s policy to encourage diversity within the secondary school system and to increase autonomy for schools[footnoteRef:10]. Also used to support the development of more and new faith schools was the Human Rights Act 1998 which says “No person shall be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any functions which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State shall respect the right of parents to ensure such education and teaching is in conformity with their own religious and philosophical convictions”. [10:  Jackson, Education and Plurality, pp. 46-47.] 

Although changes like this may reduce religious discrimination, it still exists and not only against the pupils. Moore discusses an incident of discrimination against a Christian teacher. In 2004 in Cupertino California, a fifth-grade teacher Stephen Williams said that he had been stopped from giving his students historical documents that mentioned God. Williams decided to bring a federal civil rights suit against the Cupertino Union school District and his Principle, claiming that he has been discriminated against because he is a devout Christian. Moore argues that religion should be more integrated into the public-school curriculum across the disciplines, however in a way which does not promote one’s own beliefs[footnoteRef:11]. However, Moore does not suggest how this could be achieved. [11:  Diane L Moore, Overcoming Religious Illiteracy (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), p. XXIV.] 


4. Conclusion
In conclusion, in the early 1800’s schools were ‘voluntary’ schools which were run but religious organizations such as the Church of England. Later, the government enforced state schools which were under secular leadership. Some faith schools were and still are funded by the state but must follow the same national curriculum as the state. Religious education in the UK began with teaching about the Christian bible, however in the 1960’s moved towards moral, personal and social teaching. In the 1980’s there was a further shift toward a multifaith teaching in religious education in order to reflect the population of society. Today this is still progressing and includes the humanist approach as today many people identify as having no faith, so this humanist teaching reflects present day society. In order to reduce religious discrimination, the population needs to have an understanding and knowledge of the religions around them, by teaching this in religious education would support that.

5. Recommendations 
· [bookmark: _Hlk532128882]To continue to integrate RE into the public-school curriculum.
· To support faith schools in support of reducing discrimination and racism. 
· To teach an understanding of the predominant religions in society. To enable young people to have correct knowledge, reducing misunderstood assumption which sometimes lead to discrimination.
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