MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology Module — AHAN7043

Using your hands as measuring instruments

Your hands and fingers are a remarkably accurate (and convenient) measuring
tool. When you hold your hand at arm'’s length, you can estimate angles like this:

Stretch your thumb and little finger as far from each other as you can. The
span from tip to tip is about 25 degrees;

Do the same with your index finger and little finger. The span is 15
degrees;

Clench your fist at arms length, and hold it with the back of your hand
facing you. The width is 10 degrees;

Hold your three middle fingers together; they span about 5 degrees;

The width of your little finger at arms length is 1 to 1.5 degree(s).

Source: http://www.fortworthastro.com/beginner1.html



