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Introduction 
This poster will explain the meaning of Additional Learning Need’s and explore the new legislation Additional Learning needs and education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018. It will explain the change from Special Educational Needs Coordinator to Additional Learning Needs Coordinator. 


What are Additional Learning Needs (ALN)?
The Equality Act 2010 states that you are disabled if you have a physical or mental impairment that has a long-term effect on your daily life. However, nidirect (No date) describes Additional Learning Needs as, if a child finds it difficult to achieve the same outcomes as children of their age. There are different types of disabilities which include, hard of hearing, autism spectrum disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) and down syndrome. 

Additional Learning needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018
[bookmark: _Hlk535537255]One impending change to legislation in wales is Additional Learning needs and education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018. This will replace special educational needs framework with additional learning needs framework. The act aims to support children who are at compulsory school age and have additional learning needs and young people who are above compulsory school age, from birth to twenty-five years old. The act sets out a two-step definition of a person with additional learning needs, the first step, does the child or young person have a disability, and step two does that disability call for additional learning provision, that’s extra support. If so, then they are considered to have an additional learning need. 


Advocacy 
Why do children need advocates? 
Pona and Hounsell (2012) say that children are the experts in their own lives, they can help adults find solutions that will support them, but they may not be able to communicate on their own. The role of an advocate is to make sure the childrens feelings are heard when decisions are being made about them. The advocate builds a relationship with the child, as the child will be more willing to communicate their feelings. 
Scottish Government (2014) agrees with this and states that advocates must have an understanding of childrens rights, and inform the child of their rights. Children should also be given a choice to participate, the child may not want to participate. Advocates may consider doing activities with the child which are fun and creative but also suits their ability. 

Conclusion 
To summarise, although Additional learning needs and education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 is made to improve the support for children with disabilities from birth to the age of twenty-five. There are implications to this due the change from SENCO to ALNCO, as although it is important to involve a child in the Individual Development Plan, they may not always fully understand and might need an advocate to help them. It has also been said that parents may find it difficult to take part due to lack of literacy skills, or they may find it daunting to go to formal meetings where there are many practitioners. 
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Implications of the Individual Development Plan
However, the Welsh Government (2014) states that there are implications to the individual development plan, as it is not clear how much the child understands about the whole process and why they are doing it. Therefore, it is said that an advocate system where someone will work with the child throughout the year works well, so that they can understand what is important to that child and what is not.  
It has also been said by Welsh Government (2014) that some parent may find it daunting due to large formal meetings or they may lack literacy skills and find it difficult to take part. Welsh Government (2018) says children and parents will be supported to understand and participate in decisions that affect them, and article 12 of the united nations convention on the rights of the child states that children have the right to participate in decisions that affect them.

Change from Special Educational Needs Coordinator to Additional Learning Needs Coordinator 
According to Welsh Government (2017) the role of a Special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) is to identify any learning difficulties a child may have, and what their learning styles are so they can provide opportunities for the child to progress. The special educational need’s coordinator should ensure ongoing observations and assessments happen to provide practitioners and parents with the child’s achievements. However, special educational needs coordinator will be changing to additional learning needs coordinator now the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill has been introduced.  
According to BBC (no date) a statement of special educational needs is a document states a childs learning difficulty and support that they will have. This is given when school teachers are unable to provide the child help on their own.
Firstly, they go through a stage called a statutory assessment by the local authority, they investigate the childs learning needs. If an assessment is necessary, the local authority will want views of the school and the parents, an educational psychologist, social services and the child’s doctor.
However, according to Snap Cymru (no date) Statements of special educational needs will be replaced by an individual development plan. An individual development plan must have a description of the child’s needs, and provision. Individual development plans will be assessed by schools. Snap Cymru (no date) states that an Individual development plan will be used using a person-centred planning approach. Individual development plans have action plans and evidence for actions competed, this will encourage key working. The Additional Learning needs coordinator will arrange a meeting, once the child’s needs is identified, which will include the child, the parents, and other professionals.
Drake (2006) says that parents know their children best and if practitioners and parents are not committed to working with each other, then the child’s needs will not be fully understood. As parents may find meetings intimidating, there are other ways in which practitioner can work with them. For example, a one to one informal meeting, home meetings can offer a more relaxed place for a meeting, and there is also an opportunity for practitioners to observe how the child is when they are in their own environment. 
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