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GLENYS KINNOCK MEP WILL JOIN THE WOMEN AND MEN IN THE DULAIS VALLEY ON INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY TO CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF THE DOVE WORKSHOP
On International Women’s Day on Saturday 8th March the people of the mining communities in West Wales will be celebrating twenty three years of education and training facilities in Banwen in the Dulais Valley with the  launch of the book, ‘Up the DOVE! The History of the DOVE Workshop in Banwen,’ by Mair Francis its founder.

Glenys Kinnock who officially opened the DOVE Workshop in 1987 will be at the launching at Banwen.  In her foreword to the book she says,

‘DOVE is a shining beacon of progress for all the Valleys and for all former coalmining areas across Europe. Long may it continue to prosper.’
‘It was no surprise to me that Mair and her friends in the Dulais Valley were to be pioneers in providing learning and training opportunities for women and the whole community following the destruction of the coal industry by the Tory Government of the 1980s and 1990s.

I have watched DOVE’s progress over two decades and have been delighted by the new developments, funded initially by an enlightened European equal opportunities strategy and now more recently by the Welsh Assembly Government.’
In her book, Mair Francis pays tribute to the women who were active during the Miners’ Strike in 1984-85 and helped established DOVE.  She said this week,
‘We are delighted that Glenys will join us once again to celebrate our success and pay tribute to the valiant women who identified the need to develop partnerships to provide a provision to support economic regeneration in the valley.’
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1. Copies of the book are available from the DOVE Workshop, Roman Road, Banwen, Neath SA10 8SE.  Price £9.99
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