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	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(i) Structure
The dissertation has a clear structure with interlinked chapters forming the body of the text. 

	10
	6

	(ii)Literature Review
The literature review is extensive – focusing primarily on the experience of housing provision in East Germany but also investigating the influence of western urban theorists on neighbourhood planning.

	10
	7

	(iii) Research Methodology
The methodology is primarily by analysis of literature and plans. These are analysed to assess the success of housing in East Germany. This takes the form of quantitative analysis, an analysis of neighbourhood layouts and an analysis of ideological aims. Although the methodology is implicit the dissertation would have benefited from a short section summarising the methods adopted

	10
	4

	(iv) Concept Development and Planning

The area of study was identified following a study trip to Berlin. The initial proposal was based on a study of the success/failure of housing policy in East Germany. The research became increasingly focused on a quantitative analysis, assessing political aims against actual results before expanding into an analysis of the ideological ambition to build socialist utopias. The final development was an analysis of housing layouts when compared to stated theoretical aims.


	10
	7

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(v) Analysis and Evaluation of the results/solutions

A range of material focusing on housing policy and cultura/politicall ambition is analysed in detail. The analysis of the deployment of key planning criteria in Chapter 4 is well handled via illustration and text. In an investigation of this sort, focused on historical and cultural aims and ambitions, ‘results’ can only be measured against the terms of reference elucidated within the text. There is some interesting analysis of how resources were deployed between ‘new build’ and ‘modernisation’ of existing housing stock – and how these resources could perhaps have been better deployed and more effectively used. The section comparing extant housing developments against the state’s spatial planning criteria is well handled. The passages of description followed by analysis are well written, clear and concise.

	30
	20

	(vi) Accuracy of the abstract and conclusions
Although the area of study is clearly set out in the introduction no separate abstract is offered. The stated aim of the research is to measure the success of housing provision in East Germany both in ‘quantitative’ terms and in terms of social success. These issues are re-appraised in the conclusion 

	20
	11

	(vii) Referencing
The dissertation is clearly referenced and attributed throughout.

	10
	8

	Other Comments

This is a good examination of the political and ideological objectives of housing provision in East Germany. A cultural study of this nature relies heavily on literature and plan form analysis – which has been successfully undertaken. The key areas of enquiry have been carefully selected from a wide range of literature and backed up by an analysis of housing developments in East Germany. It is interesting to note that many of the objectives/experiences were not dissimilar to the British and French experience of state provided housing. In particular the obsession with achieving quantity over quality and the use of pre-fabrication towards those ends. What makes the East German experience distinct is the political and ideological objectives that underlie housing provision – and how those influenced both the architectural appearance and physical arrangement of the solutions. These have been competently analysed in this dissertation.

The dissertation addresses ARB/RIBA criteria in its study of ‘the cultural, social and intellectual histories ‘ that influence design and ‘the influence of history and theory on spatial and social’ aspects of architecture. It also addresses the RIBA Part One Graduate Attribute – ‘ability to evaluate evidence, arguments and assumptions in order to make and present sound judgements within a structured discourse relating to architectural culture, theory and design.’ All as described within the Dissertation Module Descriptor.

	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	63
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