[image: ]                                       The Torc
[footnoteRef:1]    The British Museum  [1:  The Trustees of the British Museum, (photograph),https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/image/80664001/,[Accessed 10/04 23]] 

When we try and picture what the people from the Bronze or Iron age looked like and their customs and beliefs, we often picture them as we have been taught by various images and stories often in classical books where they are found running into battle covered in blue paint[footnoteRef:2]. We very rarely picture them with adorned with jewels and decorations, however Jewellery was an important part of the Bronze and Iron age people’s customs. [2:  BBC, Who Were the Celts? Bitesize,2023, < https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk/articles/zqp2m39>,[Accessed 18/04/23].] 

One piece of jewellery related to this era of our history, and aof the various tribes of the Iron and Bronze age is the torc. What did the torc mean for the wearer? what do they tell us centuries on about the lives and customs of these people?
[bookmark: _Hlk132900426]The torc was a piece of jewellery that was made of the various metals that were available in the Bronze and Iron Age such as silver, copper, and bronze or gold alloy.[footnoteRef:3]  The torc been shown to have had a widespread popularity and especially from the third Century B.C. The torc was worn around the neck of certain tribal members showing the rank of both males and females.[footnoteRef:4] The name torc has its origins in the Latin language as the translation may be of the word twisted.[footnoteRef:5] In order to make these items it would have taken the work of a highly skilled person,[footnoteRef:6] There is a vast amount of intricate detailing and designs on some of the torcs that have been discovered over time. The design features of the torc could include either a twist or a tube design with varying types of terminals at each end. [footnoteRef:7]  [3:  Poppy Porter,’ The Celtic Torc is the Beautiful Magic of Iron Age Treasure’, Poppy Porter, (n.d),<https:// The Celtic Torc Is The Beautiful Magic of Iron Age Treasure - Poppy Porter Artist Jeweller>  
, [Accessed 03/04/23].]  [4:  Ben Edwards Archeology,’ Uncovered After 2,000 Years: Gold Torcs Fit for An Iron Age Queen’, Heritage Daily <https://Uncovered after 2,000 years: gold torcs fit for an Iron Age queen (heritagedaily.com)>]  [5:   Porter, 2023 [Accessed 03/04/23].]  [6:  Porter,2023, [accessed 03/04/23].]  [7:  Tess Machling and Roland Williamson, The Big Book of Torcs, < https://bigbookoftorcs.com/iron-age-torcs/ ,[accessed 02/04/23].] 

The torc has many representations throughout history for the people of the Iron Age tribes such as its symbolism in war and within their decorations of various objects they would use in everyday life .Other representations of these pieces include courage, power and wealth.[footnoteRef:8] Greek and Roman writers  have also referenced the torc in their writings and recount the wearing of the torc by the Iron Age tribes such as that worn by the Queen of the Iceni tribe Boudicca as when the battle of Wattling Street took place against the Romans, she was wearing her torc.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Neil Faulkner, ‘Hidden Treasure Fact Files’, BBC History ,17/04/2011,< BBC - History - Ancient History in depth: Hidden Treasure Fact Files>,[accessed 14/04/23]]  [9:  Barry Cunliffe, The Ancient Celts, (Oxford: Oxford University Press,1997), p99] 

[bookmark: _Hlk132733054] There are many examples of the numerous styles of the torc that have been discovered both in Britain, Ireland and Europe. Britain’s examples include the ‘Snettisham torcs’ as they are now known that were found in 1948 by an agricultural worker in Norfolk who was turning up his field.[footnoteRef:10] The items that are thought to be one of the biggest Iron age discoveries in Britain were made of an assortment of different metals including copper, gold and silver.[footnoteRef:11] Further investigations in this location realised there were many other torcs there and one torc that has been given the name the ‘great torc ‘ was markedly different from the others as it contained more intricate terminal design and artwork and is much heavier than the rest weighing around 1 Kilogram .[footnoteRef:12] The great torc was made up of both  elements of silver and gold alloy.[footnoteRef:13] The investigations at Snettisham also unearthed several coins buried at the same site .[footnoteRef:14]The torcs found in Snettisham date to approximately 100 to 50 B.C.[footnoteRef:15] More recent examples of torcs being found in Britain have included four torcs of varied style and design in Scotland in 2009 with one distinctive torc in this location also that has given us a  small demonstration of the workmanship style of Roman or Greek craftsmen and these particular torcs are thought to be as old as 100 to 300 B.C.[footnoteRef:16] Further to this another discovery containing two torcs of twisted gold was made in 2010 with one being from around 100 to 70 B.C. There was another torc found at the same place in 2011 and this one is thought to be older in date also these torcs are thought to have an association with the tribe of the Brigantes as they  were the tribe that occupied this part of Britain at the time the torcs would have been buried.[footnoteRef:17] Much more recently in Norfolk, a torc was found by workmen in 2017, this torc was made of gold and these are much earlier in date than the Snettisham torcs of Norfolk being from approximately 1300 to 1100 B.C which would take us even further back in history.[footnoteRef:18]One of the most important locations where torcs have been found is in Staffordshire where it is said that the gold torcs that were found here represent the earliest gold from the time of the Iron age that has been discovered in Britain[footnoteRef:19]The Leekfrith torcs have a further significance as they are thought to be evidence that the people of the Iron Age tribes were taking part in continental travel and that items such as torcs were exchanged between different countries.[footnoteRef:20] [10:  The British Museum, Torc, <https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/H_1951-0402-2>, [Accessed 29/03/23]]  [11:  BBC History of the World, Snettisham Gold Tubular Torc,2014, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/m7gDXc2wQOScXSv7D2PGfw, [accessed 14/04/23]]  [12:  The British Museum, Torc, < https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/H_1951-0402-2>,[accessed 16/04/23]]  [13:  The British Museum, Torc, < https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/H_1951-0402-2>,[Accessed 17/04/23]]  [14:  Daniel Bennet, The Eastern Press, Coins dating back to Iron Age found in Snettisham, ,03/07/18< https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/crime/20802536.coins-dating-back-iron-age-found-snettisham/>,[accessed 17/04/23].]  [15:  LBMA, Wonders of Gold, Snettisham Hoard Great Torc,2023<,https://www.lbma.org.uk/wonders-of-gold/items/snettisham-hoard-great-torc, [accessed 14/04/23]]  [16:  National Museum Scotland, Iron Age Gold Torcs, https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/stories/scottish-history-and-archaeology/iron-age-gold-torcs/,[accessed 16/04/23]]  [17:  Yorkshire Museum, Iron Age Gold Torc,2023, https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/collections/collections-highlights/iron-age-gold-torcs/, [accessed 14/04/23].]  [18:  Current Archeology, ‘The Great Dunham Torc,’ Bronze Age Beauty from Western Norfolk,29/08/2019,]  [19:  Trustees of NHMF, The Leekfrith Gold Torcs, https://nhmf.org.uk/projects/leekfrith-iron-age-gold-torcs, [Accessed 19/04/23].]  [20:  Marley Brown, Archaeology, ‘Iron Age Britain’s Oldest Gold’, January/February 2018,<https:// Iron Age Britain’s Oldest Gold - Archaeology Magazine>,[Accessed 19/04/23].] 

 The above are just some of the examples of the torcs that have been found in relation to England. There have also been torcs found in Ireland such as The Broighter Collar found in the location of County Derry Ireland and this was buried alongside other items of gold and it was found in close proximity to the coast and takes us as far back as the First Century B.C.[footnoteRef:21] Another Ireland  discovery, this time in County Carlow, two torcs were discovered in 1978, these were made of differing designs and one of these was a ribbon torc[footnoteRef:22]. [21: The National Museum of Ireland, The Broighter Collar,(2023,)< https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Collection/The-Treasury/Artefact/The-Broighter-Collar/26dc0a99-6da3-40a3-8ae1-78b0c6513dc5>, [accessed 18/04/23].]  [22:  Conleth Manning, and George Eogan. ‘A Find of Gold Torcs from Coolmanagh, County Carlow.’ The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, vol. 109, 1979, pp. 20–27. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/25508753,[ Accessed 20 Apr. 2023].] 

Europe have also had their fair share in relation to the discoveries of torcs and one that was made was in 1953 that is now coined the Vix burial, was made close to France at the location of what would have been an Iron age village in which along with several other items of important significance the lady to whom the grave belonged was wearing a torc of considerable size reflecting her status .[footnoteRef:23]Another example of torcs being found within human burial sites comes from Hochdorf,Germany where experts found the burial grave of an Iron Age Chieftain that would have lived around 540B.C. and located along with many other items of importance that would have been placed in his grave such as arrows, there contained a significantly sized gold plated torc.[footnoteRef:24]Both Germany and France are examples of torcs being a symbol of the important standing of the person within the grave and the significance of the torc being used a symbol wealth and status. [23:  Natasha Sheldon, ‘The Princess of Vix:Trade,culture and Women in Celtic Society’, History and Archeology Online,16/02/22,<https://historyandarcheologyonline.com/the-princess-of-vix-trade-culture-and-women-in-celtic-society/>, [accessed 14/04/23]]  [24:  Roman Times, ‘Burial of a Celtic Prince ‘Mary Harrsch,11/02/21, <https://ancient times.blogspot.com/search/label/Horchdorf%prince>, [accessed 13/04/23]] 


 The torc was also used within Iron age customs and religion and in addition to being symbols of wealth several of the torcs that have been shown above have been found to have similarities as some of these have been found to have been located near various bodies of water. For the Iron Age people religion was an important part of everyday life. The tribes believed that there were several Gods and made offerings of numerous items that were important to them in their daily life in order to gain protection or luck, the torc was one such offering given as sacrifice to the Gods. [footnoteRef:25] [25:  Roman Britain, Celtic Religion,(n.d),< https://www.roman-britain.co.uk/the-celts-and-celtic-life/celtic-religion/>, [accessed 17/04/23]] 

The Iron Age people practiced their religion outside in the natural environment and near water was a popular choice for them to carry their rituals out and so would often bury valuable near or in water for the Gods. Evidence for this practice in Britain can be seen from an Iron Age burial of the first century in Ireland. The Snettisham torcs may also have links to a ritual burial by the tribes of Britain.
Torcs have also been found on items that the Iron Age people used in their everyday lives as well as on their bodies and an example for this is with the Gundestrup cauldron that was found in a Jutland peat bog.[footnoteRef:26]The cauldron contains several images including animals, there are also images of gods that are holding and wearing torcs on this cauldron. One of the Gods of the time of the Iron age people was the God Currunos and he is often seen in myth with a torc.[footnoteRef:27]The images on the Gundestrup cauldron are another way we can see that the Iron Age people viewed the torc with importance and status and with Gods. Another example of where torcs are featured at this time can be seen via artwork both from Iron age art and with classical art such as the Greek sculpture of the Dying Gaul. This sculpture shows an Iron Age warrior after being defeated in battle.[footnoteRef:28] This sculpture in addition to it showing the defeat of the warrior in war it also shows him still wearing his torc even in his last moments of life and that he was a man of high status, and that the Roman and Greek world associated the Iron Age people with the torc. Another sculpture that shows a man of high status wearing the torc can be found on the large statue of the Prince of Glauberg found along with a highly decorated fifth century gold torc.[footnoteRef:29] [26: 25 Ancient Origins, Wu Mingren,<Https:// The Gundestrup Cauldron: Largest and Most Exquisite Iron Age Silver Work in Europe | Ancient Origins (ancient-origins.net)>,]  [27:   Britannica, ’Cerrunos, Celtic Deity’,https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cernunnos#ref65352,[accesses 19/04/23]]  [28:  Dr. Steven Zucker and Dr. Beth Harris’, Dying Gaul and Ludovisi Gaul, ‘in smarthistory, (18/11/15),https://smarthistory.org/dying-Gaul/. {accessed 15/04/23]]  [29:  Borja Pelegro, ‘Who Were the Celts 10/04/21,National Geographic,https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2021/04/who-were-the-celts [accessed 14/04/23]
] 

The torc was a popular and important item in Iron Age life and was worn widely during that time it has been shown to be a symbol throughout this period with its importance as a feature for tribal status and standing inside the Iron Age communities and how it was used to also show hierarchy among warriors when going into battle. We have also seen the torcs part within religion through artwork and its purpose as a gift among various offerings to the Gods of the Iron Age tribes. We have also seen its importance in relation to trade via examples such as Leekfrith.Today the torc is still quite a popular piece of jewellery that is sold in many of today’s modern jewellers with a variety of different shapes and styles made of torc mainly as bracelets. This shows that the torc has also stood the test of time and it has never disappeared completely and in some way, we get a small but important link to the Iron Age past.
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