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In this proposal I plan to investigate the 3 key words to generate a question. I want to compare the words imperfection, sustainability and symbolism and talk about how the value of making effects how we live and the changes that can be adapted for healthier living in the future.

Todays pressures of maintaining a sufficient quality to the environment is effecting the world we live in. Constantly buying new and perfect goods are having positive effects on the economy but are devasting the eco-system. We need to evaluate our ways into how we live to become more sustainable which will help us to survive.  

There are many ways in which we can help the environment. From re-using plastic bags to renewable energy. The ideas and concepts of throwing items away have become a second nature. Imperfections, ‘a fault, blemish or undesirable feature,’ (OED,2019) 
Having attachments to items, needs to constantly buy new and seemingly better content is an imperfection that the majority of people have. Paying more for items and believing the value of items is what you’ve paid for gives you a better sense of quality. The imperfections in this is with the volume and quantity that people purchase causing effects on the environment and health.
The devastation of this is becoming a problem. Wabi sabi is an old ancient Japanese tradition that talks about the impermanence and imperfections of these items and how these are beautiful in themselves. ‘The three main ways in which the philosophy of wabi sabi relates to environmental issues: minimizing consumption, Choosing products that come from sustainable organic sources, respecting nature.’ (Wabi Sabi: The Japanese Art of Impermanence,2003, P149) 
‘Wabi is about finding beauty in simplicity, and a spiritual richness and serenity in detaching from the material world. Sabi is more concerned with the passage of time, with the way that all things grow and decay and how ageing alters the visual mature of those things.’(Wabi Sabi: Japanese wisdom for a perfectly imperfect life, 2018, p250)

Wabi is about finding the beauty in items. A stool that has been upholstered by hand shows the beauty of the craftmanship and the simplicity of how everything comes together. The sabi half then adds how it has aged with time and how it adds more value from the imperfections and impermanent values of the stool. 
‘Comparing this to modernist outlooks that tends to look more on the manmade, well maintained, idealises perfect material where as wabi sabi prefers natural materials, accommodates to degradation and attrition and idealizes perfect immateriality.’ I believe that this tradition shows the ways in which having imperfections of items and materials can lead to sustainable methods such as having items that purposefully degrade over time and whilst aging and becoming more beautiful it degrades in to valuing its usage and becomes to an understanding.

Imperfections in items can add more value. Also, emotions have a large role to play with, having a bigger connection with something you’ve re made or created by hand holds more value in to items. ‘Tom of Holland work is as a textile practitioner repairs object by using knitting techniques. He works on contemporary objects that favour the old and imperfect.’ (WORDPRESS) Modern making of fast fashion clothing in the social system has pre ripped and torn clothes that would be seen as an imperfection. People now by these high end or fasted items as they seem perfect with their perfect wholes and tears in every pair of jeans or top lined up on the rail. This indicates the yes of valuing in making. There is none. This has just been done to fast out a method and target people how might normally value re purposing their clothes.

In addition, the way in which advertising, and the carried way of life is being portrayed as being taught to reject or throw out imperfection in society. For example veg not being the appropriate shape or size. This is a behaviour that has stemmed from now having the feeling throwing waste or having an idealised 

Sociology also plays a massive part into the role of imperfections in clothes and obsessions of possessions. Valuing items are seen at different lengths in scale especially in personality and function of the thoughts. Being obsessive over items show people the perfections and qualities of an item. This could be something highly valuable to someone but someone else might see all the imperfections. O.C.D and Hoarding are two extreme disorders where people want to collect and keep these items that feel perfect to them. But to the majority of others. It is seen as pile of junk and notice all the imperfections of the products. From analysing this. It feels that even though there is a perfect and imperfect conscious of meaning to people. But everyone has their own boundaries and limitations of what they feel is perfect and isn’t. 

Sustainability, ‘the ability to be maintained at a certain rate or level. Also defines the avoidance of the depletion of natural sources in order to maintain an ecological balance.’ (OED,2019)
Cradle to cradle have a similar ethos in how they design products from the outset so that after their useful lives, they will provide nourishment for something new continually circulating as pure and viable materials. ‘Nature also operates according to a system of nutrients and metabolisms in which there is no such thing as waste. A cherry tree makes many blossoms and fruit to (perhaps) germinate and grow. That is why the tree blooms. But the extra blossoms are far from useless. They fall to the ground, decompose, feed various organisms and micro-organisms, and enrich the soil.’ (VINTAGE, 2009, p1116) This emphasises the sustainable ways of a circular economy and how a food cycle works. Textile industries need to work to have a scheme of a circular economy planned. They way in which Elvis and Kresse re-purpose items from waste re-cycles. The economy we live in also need to re-evaluate how re-ducing is not enough, with the consumerism being such a large issue with people over consuming at a large scale has catalysed with re-ducing no longer being a viable option. There is never a full solution or a future plan to resolve thesw issues. The world looks at reducing and minimalizing issues head on. We are too happy with the world we live in to make changes that would be deemed as sustainable. This life we lead is ‘perfect.’

Referring to the needs of a circular economy in the textiles industry, materials that can biodegrade and low energy productions that are sustainable for the environment are a couple of things that can help. These ideas could help reduce the impacts of climate change. Also being able to get ‘waste to food’ and circulate would stop issue of landfill and finding solutions to recycle. Fashion is a highly disposable product but is dealt with in the wrong way. Items are designed to get rid.
From a TED Talk, they talk about re-thinking and re- designing different policies so we can’t out live this un supported lifestyle of constantly throwing away. ‘Returned and Renewed’ was policy talked about how they dis-assemble these items and renew in a better solution. Or not owning them and having them on loan so they can be ‘renewed’ were a couple ways suggested. Being able to have options like this will re think about the value in making from choosing materials and finding ways these items to be renewed opposed to opting these items to disposed it becomes a second nature for these items to biodegrade or being able to darn them back together and circulate the ideas through economy like this. (TEDtalks, 2012)

Symbolism, ‘the use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.’ (OED, 2019)
Labels and advertisement are similarly used liked imperfections to notify the importance and quality of a product. I think that the value of a product in the industry of textiles is heavily symbolised by images and icons of ideal situations of how life should be portrayed and how the designing element is used and kept for that period of time.
‘Within the matrix, on the contrary, the syntagmatic relation is constrained: it is a relation of solidarity or double implication which unites the object, the support, and the variant.’ This shows about how an item then becomes something that is represented as a symbol or meaning. Whether that might be the name of that brand instead of the value of the item itself or the significance of it being made. To compare, Elvis and Kresse are a luxury brand that has re purposed old fire hoses that are no longer useful. This represents the value of re-using. On the other hand, the high pricing reflects more about the brand name than the item itself that would otherwise been discarded if it wasn’t part of this cycle.

From evaluating the value of items and why we make them the way we do; I feel that methods and roles in which sustainability and circular economy are in which some ways that can be adapted or help to re-think in what really should be valued when making items. I also think that from the consumer side of valuing what we buy and the quantities from either having the need to constantly update and throw away or holding on to things to beyond the end of their life span are two variables that might suggest it’s a problem with the behaviours of the consumers as well. Furthermore, the ways and method of wabi sabi has a lot to inform about appreciating the imperfections of items and how showing this ancient tradition could change the mood and the emotions in which the way we consume and market products in a more sufficient manner making it clearer and understanding.

Question: 
What are the influences in the value of making and how can this be made in a sustainable way?

How does the value in items create a status system and how can we change to improve quality?

Why do we have such an attachment to objects and how can these imperfections be moved on?

What cause people to constantly have a need to throw away and what changes will be required to sustain a better balance for the future.
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