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Lysimachus Journal 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Entry 1:  
The first act of Lysimachus is to hold a small gathering or Symposia of Peithon and Malandros alongside Eumenes to discuss the political climate with the onset of the death of Alexander and the succession. Macedonian politics was done over cups of wine in gatherings of the King and his council who has a duty to advise the king[footnoteRef:1]. It is only fitting such a gathering takes place to discuss the succession. My offer is this, between the four of us we install Arhhidaios as sole King of Macedon in the event of the death of Alexander instead of the eventual dual monarchy with Alexander IV[footnoteRef:2]. As commander of the army, Malandros has the power to make a king as it was military might of armies that justified a king’s right to rule in Hellenistic monarchies[footnoteRef:3]. It is known he was the one who promoted Arhhidaios in the first place with the support of the army[footnoteRef:4]. If need be bribed them from the treasury.  [1:  (Grainger, 2017, p.5)]  [2:  (Rusch, 2011, p.45.) ]  [3:  (Keegan, 2002, p. 18)   ]  [4:  (Dio.18.2.)] 

Both men under my offer are to be appointed Strategos or military governors and control military affairs of the provinces[footnoteRef:5]. Peithon to receive Persia and Media as it was under the original settlement of Babylon, Malandros the regency of the empire and Strategos of Mesopotamia[footnoteRef:6]. I will ask for the satrapy of Bactria and the control over Taxila and the overseeing of Porus in the Indian satrapies which were originally divided between several generals[footnoteRef:7]. Malandros to also be appointed guardian of the King as the king is mentally deficient[footnoteRef:8].  Within this effective Triumvirate, Lysimachus will assume the position of Καγκελάριος (Chancellor) and be the administrative head of the east so that power is not concentrated in the hands of one person to avoid any problems that come with too much centralisation[footnoteRef:9].  If this doesn’t work march and seize it for us.  [5:  (Keegan, 1992, p.23) ]  [6:  (Dio.18.3.) ]  [7:  (Grainger, 2017, p.13) ]  [8:  (Keegan, 2002, p. 21)   ]  [9:  (Keegan, 2002, p. 22)   ] 

Entry 2: 
Lysimachus has been appointed the Chancellor of the Empire by Malandros as regent to establish a new economic policy. As I leave Ecbatana I shall send directives to all officers to send 40% of their treasuries from their satrapies to Ecbatana to establish a unified treasury as a flat tax rate[footnoteRef:10]. The debt of the empire is to then be paid out of this new treasury to avoid bankruptcy in the provinces. The directive will also include instructions for them to meet in Ecbatana for a meeting of the Royal Council. To abolish the satrapies in favour of military districts, three officers to be appointed Strategos of these districts[footnoteRef:11]. Peucestas to have Persis, Bactria and half of Parthia. Cassander to have his satrapy and the other half of Parthia. Peithon to be Strategos of Persia and Media. Strategos will use funds left in their treasury to fund the upkeep of defences and maintain local forces for security[footnoteRef:12]. An envoy to be sent on the departure of Ecbatana to the wedding of Malandros to give him 5000 bushels of Bactrian grain[footnoteRef:13]. It was normal to give gifts at weddings to show loyalty[footnoteRef:14]. The executive shall be a royal council of the three Strategos, the chancellor and the regent. The council advises, the regent makes the decision[footnoteRef:15]. If the regent is not present, then Lysimachus as chancellor shall chair the meeting but final decision deferred to the regent. Also, preliminary discussions shall be held on developing the economy. The first council to be held in the first six months.  [10:  (Grainger,2002, p. 42) ]  [11:  (Keegan, 2002, p. 45)  ]  [12:  (Keegan, 2002, p. 45)  ]  [13:  (Grainger, 2017, p.166)]  [14:  (Grainger, 2017, p.166)]  [15:  (Keegan, 1992, p.23)] 

Entry 3:
Lysimachus is to resign as chancellor as with the central treasury abolished the chancellor has no power as he cannot control national expenditure[footnoteRef:16]. The aim is to get the satrapy of India, which contains three other domains including the Kingdom of Porus and another province in the south[footnoteRef:17]. Porus will pay tribute to Lysimachus to keep his autonomy and govern his own kingdom as it was under Alexander[footnoteRef:18]. The southern region occupied by Phillip is to be given to another local ruler and again charged tribute[footnoteRef:19]. The Indian custom houses are to be restored with a 5% tax on Grain and Iron[footnoteRef:20]. Due to the practice of bidding to decide prices, they will be self-regulating[footnoteRef:21]. This will be applied to all goods travelling by land[footnoteRef:22]. Trade deals with the rest of the empire is a priority with connecting the southern ports to Egypt near Arabia[footnoteRef:23]. That will have to be dealt with by the regent perhaps? As it will take 9 months to travel this is all that will be done.    [16:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.75) ]  [17:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.76) ]  [18:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.76)]  [19:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.76)]  [20:  (Arthasastra. 2.22)]  [21:  (Arthasastra. 2.22) ]  [22:  (Arthasastra. 2.22)]  [23:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.76)] 

Entry 4: 
Lysimachus commits suicide for fear of assassination[footnoteRef:24]. As Grainger states many ancient figures committed by suicide to protect reputations than being maligned by the state[footnoteRef:25]. Lysimachus is dead having committed suicide by poison to avoid arrest for trumped-up charges of rebellion.  [24:  (Hanson, 1926, p.45) ]  [25:  (Grainger, 2017, p.5)] 


Entry 5:
My new character is that of the High Priest of Egypt who is responsible for all religious affairs in the Kingdom under the auspices of the king[footnoteRef:26]. The first act is to put on a festival of victory in honour of the king for the armies’ victory at Cappadocia[footnoteRef:27]. There are also to be prayers made to the dead in to order to see their lives carried on in the afterlife[footnoteRef:28]. For saving the nation King Ptolemy is to invest with the title of Soter, a saviour to honour his selfless rule to the people of Egypt[footnoteRef:29].  A religious decree is to be made by the cults based in Memphis requesting the people to give tithes of one-quarter of all taxes to the cults of the gods meaning the cults will receive funds[footnoteRef:30]. The king is to also to be pressed for the building of more temples to the other cults[footnoteRef:31]. On the diplomatic front, we are to seek religious protection for those of our people in Syria and free passage to Egyptian dead from Cappadocia through Syrian areas under the control of the eastern empire[footnoteRef:32]. Also, aggressively seek more converts to the religion, and the support of the gods through prayer and devotion to the pantheon, god willing luck is on our side[footnoteRef:33].  [26:  (Quirke, 2014, p. 45) ]  [27:  (Grainger, 2017, p.17)]  [28:  (Quirke, 2014, p. 45)]  [29:  (Hormung and Baines, 1996, p. 23)  ]  [30:  (Hormung and Baines, 1996, p. 23)]  [31:  (Hormung and Baines, 1996, p. 24)]  [32:  (Quirke, 2014, p. 45) ]  [33:  (Quirke, 2014, p. 45) ] 

On the espionage front, the plan is to contact Olympias and arrange the kidnap of Alexander IV, the true successor to Alexander[footnoteRef:34]. Once he is in our hands, we then move to India to the court of Chandragupta. Either get an army to form him to reconquer his empire or get money in order to fund the endeavour[footnoteRef:35]. [34:  (Harrill, 1999, p. 100.) ]  [35:  (Rusch, 2011, p.72.)] 

Entry 6: 
The first action in India is to persuade Chandragupta to allow us to set of the court in the city of Mathura which lies on a major trade route linking the west to the east[footnoteRef:36]. Once the court is set up Olympias is to be given custody of Alexander and start his tutoring for kingship[footnoteRef:37].  I will seek out allies in the eastern empire who are sympathetic. Pucestas has indicated his will to rebel in support of the infant king, the promise of government office should suffice and confirmation in his satrapies[footnoteRef:38]. This will be done via a formal invitation to meet at the border. Then I will approach the satrap of Mesopotamia with the offer to remain as satrap under Alexander IV[footnoteRef:39]. Peithon in Persia stands on the fence so may need some convincing, perhaps a sizeable bribe of negotiation on offices like with Pucestas[footnoteRef:40]. What we demand is simple, Alexander IV to be king as decided under the treaty of Issus, or at the very least the eastern satrapies.   [36:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.77)]  [37:  (Grainger, 2017, p.5)]  [38:  (Keegan, 1992, p.32)]  [39:  (Keegan, 1992, p.32)]  [40:  (Mclaughlin, 2014, p.71)] 

Chandragupta has given me 35000 men and 3000 war elephants. I march from Gerousis to Bactria and it will take me one month[footnoteRef:41]. From there I will meet up with Pukestas and stay in Bactria to hold it, why the satrap raises men for the further conquest[footnoteRef:42].  [41:  (Keegan, 1992, p.32)]  [42:  (Keegan, 1992, p.32)] 

However, things have changed as Chandragupta has ordered a new general to assume command, so the army has been halted in Bactria until peace negotiations with the Eastern Empire are completed. At the very least Bactria is independent as a client Kingdom. 
Entry 7:
Malandros has been assassinated and the peace talks have collapsed. With half of the army, Chandragupta has ordered me to continue the invasion. The army marches onto Nicias with 15,000 men to lay siege to the city. This also includes 1500 Elephants; the rest of the army returns to India to tend to the summer farming season[footnoteRef:43].  [43:  (Rusch, 2011, p.52.) ] 

Nicas has been taken after surrendering to the Indian army after the use of a Force Major, forcing the city to surrender through a projection of force[footnoteRef:44]. The army is now on the march again toward the city of Gorgos yet reports suggesting Peithon’s are mustering not too far away received form my spy network paid for with 11 talents[footnoteRef:45].  [44:  (Rusch, 2011, p.52.)]  [45:  (Boot, 2014, p.45.)   ] 

A 3000 strong force of Hindustani Cavalry have just arrived but may not be needed. I have opened negotiations with Peithon to end the war now before it has begun. The treaty will be a simple ceding of territory with the newly proposed border ending where the army stands now at Gorgos and will move south-east until it connects with the region of Aria[footnoteRef:46]. I must wait and send word to the king to confirm the terms have been accepted, until then I and Peithon have agreed on a cease-fire until the treaty has been agreed[footnoteRef:47]. Only the King can make these decisions[footnoteRef:48].  [46:  (Waterfeild, 2012, p.70) ]  [47:  (Boot, 2014, p.47.)   ]  [48:  (Waterfeild, 2012, p.70)   ] 

The treaty has been agreed and signed at Gorges, the city now residing in Mauryan territory under His Majesties control. I return to Paliputra, the royal capital to make my report and to counsel the king on the situation in Bactria to settle its status as a Client Kingdom[footnoteRef:49].   [49:  (Rusch, 2011, p.52.)  ] 

Considering the assassination of Pucestas, Polyperchon has been appointed acting Satrap of Bactria and the other new territories so there is a government. She has also appointed a second in command to aid him. The appointment may be confirmed after my meeting with the King.   
Entry 8:
Chandragupta has seen fit to grant me extensive estates in Orissa province. The land belongs to the king, but I may use it as I see fit for an income at long last[footnoteRef:50]. With the grant has come an entourage of 300 servants as well as a payment of 500 talents[footnoteRef:51].    [50:  (Waterfeild, 2012, p.71)]  [51:  (Keay, 2010, p. 45.) ] 

I was sent back to Bactria with the new of the creation of the Client Kingdom, and Polyperchon to receive the throne. Yet when I returned, I found that Peithon sought to negotiate an everlasting peace between Mauryan and his empire. So, we met at the border with terms unchanged from our last treaty in which he ceded half of Parthia to the Empire[footnoteRef:52]. The agreement struck included a political marriage with an Indian princess to secure peace through the alliance[footnoteRef:53]. The marriage to be held within six months in a city of Peithon’s choice. Within a month, however, I received news that Chandra had dispatched an army of 50,000 men to escort his daughter to the wedding with a new general to give an ultimatum[footnoteRef:54]. Peithon chose not to accept, fought a battle and lost. He is now under siege by an army of 140,000 men. Some commanded by a traitor, others commanded by our Bactrian allies. Hopefully, we will have peace at last.    [52:  (Waterfeild, 2012, p.70)]  [53:  (Grainger, 2017, p.17)]  [54:  (Rusch, 2011, p.52.)] 
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