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Personal and political influences in political ideologies stem as far back as ancient Greece when laws were introduced to maintain a bureaucratic system for the less educated, a power struggle that still exists in political science today. (PLATO) Critically, it was the feminist movement that had brought power and struggle to the fore front of equality and empowerment that is current in society today, indeed the Currently the present has seen many results in the rise of feminism, where the disparities in gender pay have been highlighted and reproductive rights for women have been brought forward, gender equality and furthermore campaigning for an end to violence against women in the UK (United Kingdom) and globally. 
		“You must make women count as much as men; you must have an equal standard of morals; and the only way to enforce that is through giving women political power so that you can get that equal moral standard registered in the laws of the country. It is the only way.” (Emmeline Pankhurst)
Political and policy development in Wales has seemed a slow process since the Act of Union (1536) when Wales became part of the United Kingdom, although in contrast, has seemed accelerated in the 20th Century when Wales was able to gain further law-making powers. (National Assembly of Wales, 2018 and Government of Wales Act 2006). Women have played a key part in Wales’ empowerment to embrace equality in their roles within the Welsh Government, according to Jane Hutt (2012) … “Wales wasn’t used to having women in key positions of power, but we had four women as ministers” and furthermore she states that … “yes we’ve actually had women in very high profile positions all the way through.” Furthermore, and in stark contrast to the British Government at Westminster, after a cabinet reshuffle under Teresa May’s leadership, it is only recently that her cabinet has changed and appointed more women, taking the tally up to ten overall members from a previous six members, (Kuenssberg, (2018) and Apostolova and Cracknell, 2017). Additional groups that affect how policy is developed is through lobbying political members in government. Lobbyists are persuaders that are paid to influence decisions that affect business, charities and individuals to get their voice heard and to manage any positive or negative press who work under a covert and secretive method, usually in the background. In 2011. There have long been calls for reform, indeed David Cameron called for the end of lobbying and stated it was “the next big scandal… an issue that exposes far too much… politics, government, business and money.” Porter, A. (2010) in a similar stance on lobbying under Theresa May’s leadership, she declared … an end to political privilege, ending inequality and then hypocritically charging for a lunch at the Conservative party conference a staggering, £3,150, encouraging lobbyists to actively engage and help shape politics. (Jenkins, 2016). Furthermore, the conservative government had tried to introduce an agreement that prevented charities using their funds for lobbying although according to a report recently, David Davis had urged National Government Organisations (NGO’s) to lobby against a Brexit ‘no-deal’ scenario thus creating some confusion. Lobbying is not illegal, but it does question are we living in a democratic society today, indeed there are many lobbyist’s currently actively engaging in this field such as (REF ALL THE SITES UNDER LOBBYING)
The Northern Power House (2017) is a current government led initiative or concept to devolve powers to elected mayors following calls in the past for decisions and budgets in the North of the country to be implemented by the North itself. The projection is to invest in the local economy for skills innovation, transport and culture. The concept will link major cities together such as Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, Hull, Leeds and Newcastle-Upon-Tyne in a combined effort, competing together, one major economy and additionally provide new transport links between the cities known as HS3. 
[bookmark: more]Authority and responsibility in politics are interrelated, authority is the control of power within, ensuring decisions are made under the proviso of governments and organisations, whilst being accountable and responsible for obligation, trust or debt. Whitehall, known traditionally as the ‘policy making machine’ has seen policies fail which then incurs a large cost to the tax payer. Policy making has been under review since 1997, therefore the government have attempted to formalise their approach by using four key areas such as focus, qualities, structures and politics   to further define future policies. Indeed, some policies are usually defined because of events which take time to conceive and in addition Government is based on a democracy via the electorate who vote on policies holding the government that is elected to their responsibilities. (Institute for Government, (2011) Policies in public health have relied upon evidenced interventions that has resulted in the development of many frameworks, one such example is the “hierarchy of evidence”, and places increased weight on meticulous evidenced based studies. Although there are concerns regarding tightly controlled trials does not consider the diversity of practice in public health. (Briss, P. et al (2000 pg. 35-43).
Evidence of a collaboration in this field was formed through the Welsh Assembly Government and Cardiff University which resulted in the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse, Sexual Violence (Wales Act 2015). The research was carried out by Renold and Robinson who worked with the Welsh Assembly Government from the inception of the ‘White’ paper to Royal assent, proving that the practitioner in the field can make a difference and influence vision, enabling the public and key stakeholders to influence political policies. (Cardiff University, (2016).
 “The passage of this legislation marks a new period in Welsh history in which universities, policy makers, the third sector, schools and young people can work successfully together to co-produce and effect political change.”  Renold, E. (2016).
In theoretical terms Sherry Arnstein’s ‘ladder of participation’ (1969) guides the policy makers by levels of power so that when important decisions are to be made they will be at the correct level. Through a political lens and as a ‘practitioner in the field’ the rungs of manipulation and therapy which are both non-participative is to achieve public support either through lobbying or public relations, then moves onto the step of informing and consultation which still only provides a more information given to the public without participation. It is only when the rungs begin to get to five where participation of public officers are involved to sit on committee’s but allows those officers to make the value of the information relevant to be judged or using their power to influence. Partnerships are redistributed power through negotiation such as the Welsh Assembly Government and Cardiff University partnership earlier in this assignment which gives joint responsibility. Furthermore, the final rungs have more public control for accountability thus empowering them. 
Language and power was the emphasis of Michael Foucault who focused on relationship powers in society, through practice. (Foucauldian Discourse Analysis). His methods included an analysis to understand how society is managed by language which reflects how individuals view the world through politics, ideology and relationships. 
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