Choose TWO out of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, Ovid Fasti 4.417-620 and Ovid Metamorphoses 5.341-661; then give a detailed account of the flowers and vegetation in these sources and include analysis of reasons for the difference in treatments.
Emily Hughes

Homeric Hymn to Demeter and Ovid’s Fasti both depict Persephone picking flowers before her untimely kidnapping, and flower language can tell us a lot about what her future holds for her. Each flower holds different meanings and the flowers she picks have this theme of innocence, love, and forgiveness; in many aspects we see different people go through throughout both texts. In both texts we see Persephone in a meadow picking flowers with her companions, the meadow can represent her future place and influence of the Underworld, the meadow we see Persephone picking flower in is similarly described like the underworld in Homer’s Odyssey, which Homer describes it as an asphodel meadow, “they now arrived at the meadow of asphodels, where ghosts dwell, the shades of those who toils are over.” (Odyssey 2018, 24.14). Asphodel is the flowers of Hades and the dead, which is very scared to Persephone as she becomes Queen of the Underworld. This can suggest that Asphodel Meadow was a beautiful, lush place full of springtime flowers where the dead go to be peaceful after their deaths. Asphodel is part of the family of lilies, which also symbolises purity of the soul which is very fitting for the dead. Lilies can also represent rebirth and motherhood, as the myth goes that the lily was created by Hera, the goddess of motherhood. The Meadow is a fundamental part of Persephone and Hades’ relationship, the place where he kidnaps her, he eternally remembers that, and the Asphodel Fields represents Persephone and her purity not only in Virginity but purity in her soul. The afterlife is supposed to be paradise, especially if you were to make it there. The meadow being filled with springtime flowers might be acknowledging Persephone and her position in the Underworld, because this part of the Underworld is paradise, so to be in a beautiful place filled with flowers and it being like spring tells us these meadows are representing Persephone and her mother as Springtime, Harvest and Fertility goddesses. In the Ancient Greek Underworld there are three sections Tartarus to punish those after they die, Asphodel Meadows where the common people go to live their lives peacefully after death and the Elysium Fields for heroes would go to when they die. 
	We see Persephone in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter pick multiple flowers, “She was picking flowers: roses, crocus, and beautiful violets” and then she picks more “Iris blossoms too she picked, hyacinths too”, which all symbolise something in the language of flowers, and these flowers do tell us a lot about Persephone’s situation and what her future holds for her. Furthermore, in Ovid’s Fasti we again see her picking lots of flowers “bright with various flowers. As soon as she espied it, “Come hither, comrades,” she said, “and with me bring home lapfuls of flowers.” The bauble booty lured their girlish minds, and they were too busy to feel fatigue. One filled baskets plaited of supple withes, another loaded her lap, another the loose folds of her robe; one gathered marigolds, another paid heed to beds of violets; another nipped off labels of poppies with her nails; some are attracted by the hyacinth, others lingered over amaranth; some love thyme, others corn poppies and melilot; full many a rose was culled, and flowers without a name. Persephone herself plucked dainty crocuses and white lilies.” Ovid gives us a big, detailed description of what they have picked, we do not see her just pick a few different types of flowers, however an abundance of flowers for her to pick. Ovid adding these little bits to the Abduction Myth of Persephone could be him refer more towards the Roman gods, rather than the Greek. These extra bit we see her picking could have significance in the Roman world, but also be very significant in the Greek. Ovid is writing in throughout the Augustan Period, and they have the Roman Gods as their deities, which relate very closely to the Greek gods. 
However, one of the most important flowers that we see Persephone pick in both Fasti and Homeric Hymn to Demeter is the Hyacinth. The Hyacinth represents rebirth and the coming of spring, which is what Persephone herself embodies through mythology. When she returned to her mother after being in the Underworld it is at the beginning of spring. She picks a flower that is symbolically her, because of her she is the reason why spring arrives, without her being with Demeter spring would never come. Not only is it a rebirth for springtime, it is also a rebirth of Persephone, she gains a high position as Queen of the Underworld and becomes an adult who does not need to rely on her mother, so this is a rebirth of Persephone and who she is fundamentally as a person. Furthermore, another flower we see Persephone gather in the sources is a rose, which is universally the symbol of love and the goddess Aphrodite. In mythology when Aphrodite’s lover, Adonis, was killed by a boar this created a rose bush. The blood of Adonis, Aphrodite’s tears, and the dead the boar is how the creation of the rose bush happened. Their love is shown as a rose, which is why it is considered a romantic and passionate type of flower because of their love. This flower can symbolise what is to come in Persephone’s future, although kidnapped by Hades, they marry and supposedly fall in love, and this flower tells the reader that love is in her future. The flowers are giving big imagery about Persephone leaving home and flourish to become an adult and someone who holds responsibility and duty. It suggests an empowerment towards Persephone.
	Another flower we see Persephone picking is a crocus. Crocuses are recognised as symbols of hope that the dark days of winter are at an end and the nature and life will return. This is highly representative of how Demeter and Persephone would be feeling when they were separated, especially for Demeter. Her daughter being kidnapped is her darkest days, and she is given hope throughout that Persephone will return to her, and through sheer stubbornness and aner Demeter did get her back. When Persephone returned to her life was brought back in terms of agriculture and the famine ended. This is powerful symbolism, because even though at the beginning of the texts it looks like all hope for Persephone is lost, however the flower represents that there is hope despite the situation. We also see her pick violets in both Homeric Hymn to Demeter and Ovid’s Fasti. Violet’s symbolise love, purity and fertility. We Persephone have a romantic relationship with Hades, and this can be a loss of purity, however from a loss of purity, you can have this fertility gifted to you after this loss of purity. In both Ovid’s Fasti and the Homeric Hymn to Demeter there’s repeated themes of love, purity, hope and rebirth. Themes we just no see in this scene but throughout the poems. 

	In Homeric Hymn to Demeter only we see Persephone pick the Narcissus flower, “It [the narcissus] was a wondrous thing in its splendor. To look at it gives a sense of holy awe 
to the immortal gods as well as mortal humans. It has a hundred heads growing from the root up Its sweet fragrance spread over the wide skies up above. And the earth below smiled back in all its radiance. So too the churning mass of the salty sea. She [Persephone] was filled with a sense of wonder, and she reached out with both hands.” The Narcissus flower is important to the scene as this is what sets the traps for her. The flower symbolises early death, and in this case the early death could be her childhood and her innocence. This was lost when Hades snatched her up and made her his wife. However, it again is another symbol of hope and rebirth, another repeated theme we see throughout the Hymn to Demeter. There is lots of messages about spring and rebirth, two fundamentally important things to Persephone and Demeter. A reason why the Homeric Hymn included the Narcissus flower and not Ovid’s Fasti because the Narcissus flower is important to in terms of Greek mythology, as we see Narcissus transfixed by his image turned into this flower. In some versions we see him longing for his dead twin sister, so he stares at his reflection. Furthermore, it was said for Narcissus flowers to grow in the meadow in the Underworld, which again symbolising her place in the Underworld.
	
	Throughout we see flowers being used to send the reader a message throughout the poem in both Homeric Hymn and Ovid’s Fasti. Flower language is a beautiful language and we see repeated themes of rebirth, love and fertility. All of which we see both Demeter and Persephone embody throughout the poem, these flowers represent them and who they are as goddesses and their fundamental roles in the Greek World.
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