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Inter-disciplinary Theme: Nature Class: Year 2 Opporiunisﬁc

Barnes (2015) suggests the opportunistic model allows the children
to lead the learning in the direction they want from a shared
theme or experience; It is unplanned with no learning objectives.
Pupil voice is at the heart of the model. Article 12 of the United
Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, 1989) is
about pupil voice which has become more prominent in planning
the curriculum. Pupil voice supports the four purposes (Education
Wales, 2019) and Estyn (2019) now assess on the child’s voice.

Barnes (2015) suggests the inter-disciplinary model aims to
progress learning in two subjects that are shared from a powerful
experience. The skills and knowledge gained from the subjects
are then creatively connected in a collaborative response.
Barnes (2015) suggests using this model with two subjects
combined. However, with careful planning and clear objectives,
it can be used with more than two subjects as seen below.

anstruchwsi approach Connections model The children will conduct their own research on their chosen topic
(Griggs, 2015) : Aligning with the constructivist  with the teacher planning small activities to support them. The
~eelEatEelnofelelre] approach is the connections teacher will frack them through observation and output (Barnes,
> Teachers are more facilitators s qel below (Haylock, 2008) 2015)
> Build on previous knowledge Children learn and .

by making connections i understand by making Zone of proximal development (ZPD) Jrt—
> Supported by Piaget and ' connections between Vygotsky (Cited in Pound, 2014) created the ZPD fo e

Dewey (cited in Pound, 2014) -...:: - - the four elements undersjrond how children learn.

) He believed: Halloran (unknown)

The Inter-disciplinary model i
P Y (Haylock, 2008) as they wil » If children can do it on their own it is too easy, and they will not learn.

suppgrts this approach fo do in the numeracy > Ifitis too hard, they will not leam.
learning. lesson below. > The ZPD is what they can nearly do alone, they just need guidance
This model has been adapted from Barnes (2015, pg.73) from a teacher or peers
P Teachers should help children be aware of this so they can successfully

&

take control of their own learning.

Collaborative response
Build the bug hotel

!

They will research They willchoose || They will write a
suitable habitats and measure response to the
for a range of appropriate bugs, which will
bugs, which will resources, which | develop the
develop the willdevelop the | following skills:
following skills: following skills: v Write text D
v Use keywords v Select which makes

to search for appropriate sense to

specific SrelLielrEi) anotherreade e v Use everyday and mathematical

information Sl use simple ~ language fo talk about ideas and choices
(Education Wales, Use standards subject-related (Education Wales, 2013, pg.1)
2016, pg.1) units to words ~I7A : g

measure appropriately L NGO PR v' Create / edit multimedia components
v Knowledge.& length and _Cross-curziculum (Education Wales, 2016, pg.1)
(Edullcl;i::w;g;ng (Edur::?alﬁgoTWoles, (Z%C]ig?g;ﬂf; Walles, These are very broad skills that children can develop with
2015) ‘ 2013, pg.1) this type of module. Depending on the direction of the
learning, learners may develop other specific skills

alongside them.

This model has been adapted from Barnes (2015, pg.76)
This model will help /

capable learners

v' Show understanding of what they
heard by asking relevant questions to
find specific information (Education
Wales, 2013, pgA)

Powerful experience Benefits Limitations | Adaptation
The garden has been dug up and all the bugs have It could be
lost their h .The b t a letter to the cl J i .
0 (Dewey, cited ir] (Bames, 2015) model could be
Pound, 2014) o
Good teacher gddé)i:r/?:gt?%e
subject to research
knowledge e~
Eeiicneels) brainstorm
before the
shared

experience

Conclusion Referen
To conclude, th > Bames,
learning fo use i edition.

understanding > Hayes,
curricul

coIIobprchver > Donald
effectively emb Review
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