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Help Llaw: Pronunciation Tips!

1. Focus on Troublesome Words - Break Them Down
Sometimes new words just look like a bunch of random letters! Don’t panic, stop, take a break and slowly tackle the word, looking at the letters and the syllables, then put back together.

Keep in mind, however, that vowels in Welsh aren’t always spoken the same way, so practice these words slowly using your alphabet guide to help you. Remember, you can always ask for help! It’s always better to ask someone and get it right, than guessing and using it incorrectly. This website contains some common words pronounced: https://forvo.com/languages/cy/ 

2. Read Out Loud and Record Yourself
While no-one likes hearing themselves, why not try recording yourself reading and speaking loudly and clearly? This will give you confidence when speaking and will also help you realize your progress.

3. Find the Music in Words
Every language has its own music. By listening (and not necessary understanding) you can tune your ear to the music of Welsh. The intonation and emotion of a spoken word can give clues to meaning, and of course will help with pronunciation. 
Music can help us remember words, find the words rhythm and sing or chant the word. This will aid memory and will help emphasise rhythm and syllabic values.

4. Websites, Podcasts and YouTube Channels

Don’t overwhelm yourself by trying to understand everything at the beginning. However, listening to Welsh can help tune your ears! Listening to Welsh songs and singing along can also raise confidence and can increase vocabulary, in a fun way! Here are some artists bands to try:

Bronwen Lewis
Candelas
Iws Gwynedd
Elin Flur
Plu 
Colorama
Kizzy Crawford

5. Ymarfer Ymarfer Ymarfer! (Practice!)
If you know someone speaks Welsh, go for it! Say “shwmae”, say “diolch”, say “hwyl”! When is school, start straight away, don’t put it off!

Find a friend on your course who wants to practise too and meet to go over key sentences. 

6. Forget What You Know About Reading and Pronunciation
Welsh and English (and Spanish and Greek) are different to each other. Try to think “Welsh” and not read words using English pronunciation. Wear your Welsh hat! 
7. Getting it wrong is part of the learning!
Don’t be afraid to speak in case you get it wrong. Occasionally there are mispronunciations which change the meaning of a sentence, sometimes in funny ways. Remember, no-one minds, and these stories will make you smile when you’re able to speak Welsh with ease! Making mistakes is how we learn – our amazing brains try things out, and learn, and improve. It’s a part of the process so go with it. Also, take your time. Go slow. You don’t have to speak fast at first, give yourself time, enjoy the journey!
8. Recency and frequency
It would be amazing if we could hear a word once and ta-da – we remember it! Most of us need to hear and say new words and phrases over and over again before it becomes automatic. So, after our lessons, keep going back to the words and phrases, as soon and as often as possible. 
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