An analysis of the motivations of Hector and Achilles in the build up to their combat in Book 22 of The Iliad

Draft structure / Plan

Introduction
	The intention of this essay is to analyse and compare the motivations of Achilles and Hector in the lead up to their combat in Book 22 of The Iliad. Within this analysis I will draw on scholarship from De Jong, Arieti, Zanker and other scholars who have commented on the text and the heroic values within the Homeric epic. The ancient text and translation that I shall mainly be using through this essay is The Iliad, translated by P. Jones (2003).


Section 1: The motivations of Achilles and Hector
A close analysis of the text will identify the primary motivations, the interpretation of which will be developed through readings of the secondary scholarship.

a) Achilles’ motivations
· Achilles’ guilt/shame at Patroclus’ death pushes him to re-join the combat. His guilt/shame could be seen as one of his primary motivations.
· When Achilles is first told of Patroclus’ death he falls on the floor instantly and starts moaning and lamenting his death, and whilst in the position he “confesses his feelings of guilt” (Arieti, 1985, 196).
· From this position Achilles feels that he himself should die as a result of not fighting and leaving his comrades, namely Patroclus, to die (Arieti, 1985, 202).
· Anger/wrath: The first line of the Iliad tells us that the poem is about the “wrath of Achilles”, this can be seen as another primary motivation, and may be endemic in his character.
· From Book 18, after the death of Patroclus, Achilles’ wrath switches from being aimed at Agamemnon to Hector.
· Wrath towards Hector: Achilles “is angrier at Hector than Hector deserves” (Arieti, 1985, 201).
· Revenge: this is an expression of a value rather than value in itself. Achilles’ decision in Book 18 to kill Hector in revenge for the death of Patroclus (18.93), is realised in Book 22.
· Revenge effectively becomes an expression of Achilles’ wrath: “life has narrowed down to taking revenge for Patroclus’ death on Hector” (Van de Mije, 2009, 380)


b) Hector’s motivations
· Duty
· Hector has a duty to his city, his family and himself.
·  Hector is seen as the “saviour of Troy” (Arieti, 1985, 202), he’s their strongest fighter and the leader of their armies.
· He knows that Troy will perish if he fails.
· Timē
· Hector’s strategic error in not taking Polydamas’ advice (13.725-68) results in potential loss of timē hence his refusal to retreat inside the walls with the rest of his men (22.1-24; Farron 1978, 53; Van der Mije, 2009, 379).
· This can be interpreted as him trying to live up to the timē placed on him by the city.
· Fear: this is not a value, but rather an expression of Hector’s response to his self-perceived failure of maintaining timē.
· Hector’s parents are unable to shake his resolve and move inside the city walls, and his determination is compared in a simile to the anger of a mountain snake that has eaten bad herbs (22.92-7). However, as soon as Hector spies Achilles running towards him he trembles and flees from his spot (22.138).
· Hector’s stubbornness in the lines 22.1-24 turns to fear at the sight of Achilles running towards him (22.138). This results in him appearing cowardly which is confirmed with Homer’s use of the snake simile (22.92-7).


Section 2: A closer analysis / comparison of the motivations
	Further analysis of the motivations of Hector and Achilles reveals the difference in the core of their motivations, the expression of those motivations within the narrative and how the narrative is therefore shaped. Hector’s motivations can be read as more cooperatively based, whereas Achilles’ motivations are more individualistic. This section of the essay intends to explore this closer analysis of the motivations of the characters and how they fit into the standard of ancient antiquity. Secondary sources on the themes of honour, duty, and other heroic values will be considered (Long, 1970; Finkelberg, 1998; Gagarin, 1987; Hooker, 1987). The language and particularly the similes used within the section of The Iliad give a sense of inevitability as to the outcome of the combat between Hector and Achilles, and reinforces the idea that no matter the motivations of each character they are both fated towards this particular combat as a result of the qualities and values inherent in their characters. 


Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]	On first reading, the motivations within Book 22 of The Iliad are the clashing of a build-up of feelings and emotions from the moment that Hector kills Patroclus in Book 16. Further avenues of research could include a deeper look into the role of fate within Book 22 of The Iliad ‘The Death of Hector’ and its comparison against the free will of the characters involved. The conclusion will also acknowledge the coming together of these three elements; Achilles’ motivations, Hector’s motivations and fate to produce the outcome at the end of Book 22.




Abstract

This essay will analyse the motivations of Achilles and Hector in the lead up to their combat in The Iliad (Jones, 2003), in Book 22 The Death of Hector. Particular consideration will be given to the motivations of guilt, anger/hatred and revenge for Achilles, the motivations of duty/honour, pride and fear for Hector, and how these motivations lead to the final outcome of the combat. These impulses from both characters are seated within a set of heroic values common to Homeric epics, therefore this essay will also consider how the motivations of Hector and Achilles fit with the values. Themes of timē, aretē and shame are explored by scholars such as De Jong, Finkelberg and Hooker. However, there are also more contemporary perspectives such as guilt as a motivation for Achilles’ behaviour as has been discussed by Arieti. Interesting though Arieti’s stance is, there appears to be a tension between the text and the imposition of 20th century notions. This essay will acknowledge those contemporary contributions to the analysis of the text whilst taking into consideration more traditional responses within the scholarship.
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