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The woodland of the national trust site of Llanerchaeron estate is located 7 miles from the sea side town of Aberaeron which has had clear influences on the woodlands management. This can be seen in the carving of the 19th century ship which had been carved into the tree so long ago that the tree has re grown its bark over the carving (As shown in figure 1). It is assumed that this carving is present due to the fact that Aberaeron had a proud history of ship building in the late C18th and late C19th constructing in the region of 75 ships in this period. For example a type of ship known as a ‘brigantine’ (www.genuki.org.uk: 21/01/2019) named the ‘Maria Anna’ (www.genuki.org.uk: 21/01/2019) was completed in ‘1859’ (www.genuki.org.uk: 21/01/2019) in Aberaeron. All of this has effected the tree types planted within the forest, one example of this is the Napoleon Oak, this tree species would have been planted as a long term investment for ship building timbers. However, obviously following the introduction of iron ships in the early C20th this supply of timbers became redundant. the woodland of the Llanerchaeron can be regarded as an anomaly in relation to the age of the trees as they seem to pre date both world wars which means that Llanerchaeron was an oversight when materials were being harvested to help with the war effort.
This has created a somewhat natural environment where the National Trust have done little to manage the site. This can be seen with the presence of dead wood littering the pathways and the volume of ivy on the site. Although Ivy is not hazardous to younger trees with no other issues which could impact its health, however Ivy can be hazardous to older tress with predating problems. Whilst following the path set by the National Trust Nigel Nailing began to explain the various ways of identifying tree species through bark type and leaf shape, the way in which samples can be taken, and how the tress are marked to identify where samples have been taken or surveyed. The problem with this process though as he pointed out is that once these trees have been sampled or surveyed some of the results get filled away and never seen again presenting problems for academics.
 While on site it was pointed out that the size of the tree rings which would be used in calculating the age of trees are subject to the changing weather as during drastically hot periods the tree ring would be thinner and the same could be seen in cases of hard frosts and varying levels of moisture. This can be used by dendrochronoligsts to identify varying weather patterns from the past for example ‘local historic climate data (mean spring/ summer precipitation AD 1858-1987, Rhayader) is compared to residual ring width values and correlation suggests moisture is a significant limiting factor in the incremental growth of these trees’ (Bale R.J: 2005) this report on the trees at Llanerchaeron estate woodlands supports the visual evidence seen while at Llanerchaeron. But although as I have mentioned this site can be classed as a “natural landscape” when taking into account the theory presented by Carl Sauer ‘A cultural landscape is fashioned from a natural landscape by a culture group. Culture is the agent, the natural area is the medium, the cultural landscape is the result.’ (Carl Sauer:1925) this theory can be seen at Llanerchaeron  as we do not see the Palaeolithic landscape of trees covering the whole of England which can be argued as the only “natural” landscape. This is also supported by the evident introduction of the Napoleon Oak.
As a whole the excursion to Llanerchaeron was positive it expanded my knowledge on the ways in which trees are surveyed, how I can identify various tree species, and the nature of historic woodlands in England. 
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Figure 1: showing the ship carving. 
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Figure 2: showing tree rings
























[image: ]f[image: ]igure 3: showing dead wood which has been there for a long period of time due to the rotting word and moss. 
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Figure 4: showing mould and moss growing on dead wood 
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