A tiny island in the Caribbean Sea has been making major splashes on the global scene lately. Barbados, an island of only 166 square miles and a little under 300,000 people recently announced that it was becoming a republic and denounced the Queen and the monarchy as their head of state. Most recently on Monday 12 December 2022, the Barbados High Court orally ruled that consensual same-sex relations are no longer criminalized. A written judgment is expected to be handed down at a later date. (www.nationnews.com, 2022)
Barbados is one of many Caribbean nations that were once colonized by the British and have since gained their independence. Barbados’ history is dotted by many different people, from the Arawak to the Caribs to the Portuguese, whom it was said named the island Los Barbados, meaning the bearded ones, in reference to the fig trees on the island that have a beard-like appearance. (barbados.org, n.d.)
The English came to Barbados in 1625 and claimed the island as their own but in 1627 80 settlers and 10 slaves were brought to the island to formally settle and begin the colonization process. As a result, a House of Assembly was established in 1639. (barbados.org, n.d.)
Barbados was heavily dependent on the agricultural production of cotton, tobacco, and sugar cane in the 1630s. For the success of the plantations, there was a need for indentured servants, as such white civilians were brought to the island on contracts. The sugar industry was dominated by the Barbadians for many years because they were supplied with slaves/workers brought from Africa by the Dutch and traded with them. (barbados.org, n.d.)
Most of the land mass of Barbados is agricultural, sugarcane, was the main source of the Barbadian economy up until the 1950s. Today the island is still heavily dependent on agriculture for local consumption, but tourism is also a major economic earner. There are small deposits of crude oil and natural gas that provide the country with one-third of its energy. (Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.)
In 1639 Barbados established its first parliament, the House of Assembly and held its first meeting. Following the chronological history of the Caribbean Island, it was made a British crown possession in 1663 and it was during the following years that slavery was really in play. Slaves were brought from Africa to work on the sugarcane, cotton and tobacco plantations. In 1816, there was a slave revolt on the island, the abolition of slavery would later come in 1834. (Barbados profile - Timeline, 2012)
In 1876 the British made a proposal to the Barbadian people to form a confederation with the Windward Islands, but the people were not in agreement and bloody riots broke out on the island. The Barbadian people were known to stage riots when they were not happy with the conditions on the island or with the way the leadership was handling certain matters. A series of riots broke out on the island in 1937 because of the poor economic conditions, which prompted the British to send investigators to see what the conditions were actually like. (Barbados profile - Timeline, 2012)
Sir Grantley Adams founded the Barbados Labour Party in 1937 and was the inaugural Premier of Barbados. When the West Indies Federation was formed, Sir Grantley Adams was the first and only Prime Minister, serving from 1958 when it started until its collapse in 1962. Adams was named a national hero of Barbados and the international airport on the island is named in his honour; Grantley Adams International Airport. Sir Grantley Adams’s son Tom Adams was also Prime Minister of Barbados in 1976 after winning the elections on the Barbados Labour Party ticket. (Chandler, 2017)
When the United States invaded Grenada in 1983 Barbados was used as the base for the US operation.
Barbados was once part of the West Indies Federation in 1958, but as is said in the Caribbean, the Federation did not last ‘as long as Miss Janey Fire’. When Jamaica pulled out of the Federation after conducting a referendum in 1961, which was in favour of them withdrawing from the Federation, Dr. Eric Williams decided that it was time for his country Trinidad to leave as well. Dr. Eric Williams was the Premier of Trinidad and Tobago and coined the famous statement that “one from ten leaves naught” after Jamaica withdrew from the Federation. The Federation eventually collapsed in January 1962, after all the other countries decided to go their own way. (CARICOM, n.d.)
The currency of Barbados was initially the British Pound Sterling after being adopted in 1848. The first banknotes were issued in 1882, and in 1949 the British West Indies dollar was introduced, this was when Barbados officially became part of the British Eastern Caribbean Islands and began using the British West Indies dollar. The British West Indies dollar was switched out for the Eastern Caribbean Dollar in 1965. The Barbados Central Bank introduced the current dollar in 1972 and not too long after its introduction the Barbados Dollar has been trading as 2BDs$ to 1US$. (Central Bank of Barbados, n.d.)
On November 30, 1966, Barbados gained its independence from the United Kingdom after the UK parliament passed the Barbados Independence Act 1966. The Barbados Independence Act gave the island independence within the Commonwealth. The Constitution of Barbados was born from the Barbados Independence Act. Barbados did decide to remain a part of the Commonwealth Realm, which meant that the Queen was the head of state represented in Barbados by a Governor General. (CARICOM, n.d.)
Upon gaining independence Errol Barrow, who was the current Premier became the first Prime Minister of a free Barbados. Barrow remained Prime Minister from 1966 to 1976. (Torrance, 2021)
Most recently, on November 30, 2021, when the country was to be celebrating its 55th year of independence, Barbados declared itself a republic effectively cutting all governmental ties with the monarchy but will still remain a part of the Commonwealth Nations. The transition to a Republic, according to Prime Minister Mia Mottley, was seen as a chance for the country to “fully leave our colonial past behind”. (Safi, 2021)
Prime Minister Mia Mottley became the first female Prime Minister of Barbados in 2018 and is expected to serve a five-year term. Mottley’s Barbados Labour Party has almost unanimous control of the legislature. Barbados is considered a middle-income country with a diversified economy. (Heritage.org, 2019) The economy is heavily dependent on tourism and offshore banking, it is considered to have one of the region’s highest incomes per capita.
Amidst the COVID-19 virus, Barbados’ economy took a hit, but the Barbados Central Bank has reported steady growth for the first nine months of 2022. It is stated that the economy has grown by 10.1%, with the tourism industry making a significant contribution of just over $500 million.
“Tourism arrivals as at September 30, reached 302 863, some 58% of 2019 levels relative to the 239 639 visitors recorded for the first 9 months of 2021. Occupancy levels averaging 59% for the first 9 months of 2022, and was 9.5% less than the same period in 2019. The UK accounted for 71% of 2019 arrivals, USA (56%) and Canada (49%) over the 9-month period.” (CARICOM Today, 2022)
Moving to a Republic did not happen overnight, the country had a constitution review mandated to thoroughly peruse the feasibility of keeping the Queen as Head of State or moving towards a Republic. The commission that was set up recommended that the country make the move towards being a republic in 1998. Some would say that a lot was done in preparation for the country that was once called “Little England” to become a republic, namely the replacement of the Privy Council in London with the Caribbean Court of Justice in Trinidad and Tobago. (Torrance, 2021)
Dame Sandra Mason, who was the Governor General at the time of the switch to a Republic was sworn in as the first President, and Barbadian-born international singer Rihanna was declared a National Hero in the midnight ceremony. King Charles III, then Prince Charles, was present to witness the significant moment in Barbadian history. “Barbados joins Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, [Suriname] and Dominica in attaining republican status after gaining their independence from Britain.” (CARICOM, n.d.)
King Charles III in his speech at the ceremony to mark the switch to a republic noted that with the creation of the republic a new beginning is dawning for the country of Barbados.
“From the darkest days of our past and the appalling atrocity of slavery, which forever stains our history, people of this island forged their path with extraordinary fortitude.” (Safi, 2021)
Barbados has made its mark on the world scene in the field of athletics. In 2000 Barbadian Obadele Thompson won Barbados’ first individual Olympic medal in Sydney Australia after placing third in the 100m final. In 2009, Hurdler Ryan Braithwaite won the country’s first medal at the World Championships in Germany in the 110m hurdles, taking gold. Most recently Sada Williams won a gold medal at the Commonwealth Games, a silver medal at the NACAC Championships and bronze medal at the World Championships.
Barbados is also very well known for cricket, having produced many notable cricket players who have gone on to play for the West Indies Cricket team. Some notable players include Sir Garfield Sobers ( national hero), Malcolm Marshall, and the three Ws; Everton Weekes, Frank Worrell and Clyde Walcott.
In comparison to Botswana, Barbados could be considered to be a sister island. They have both introduced their own currency and are able to maintain a stable economy with robust growth over the years. Barbados has battled huge public debt and was able to build back its economy after COVID-19 hit the world and almost put a halt to economic growth.
Botswana is a large nation while Barbados is a small Caribbean nation, they were both colonised by the British and have since gained their Independence, coincidentally in the same year, a mere 2 months apart. One other notable similarity between the two countries is the fact that the government and elections were dominated by the same political party over the last fifty-five years. Both countries have introduced their own money and created their own Central Bank to deal with financial issues. 
Like Botswana, Barbados was elected to the United Nations in 1966. Barbados has universal education paid for by the government up to the tertiary level. All school is paid for by the government of Barbados. 
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