Resource Pack 
Design a resource pack to support an element of effective classroom management. 
[bookmark: _Int_kR6Qh5PB]There are a variety of different resources that can be used to support classroom management effectiveness. This resource pack will reflect the effectiveness of specific interventions maintaining classroom management in the form of well-structured and an inclusive session, highlighting the engagement and compliances of learners with profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD). Effective classroom management is the organisation and planning of all activities in the classroom and to avoid interruptions and misconduct to maximize the time for teaching and learning (Kounin, 2006). It has been stated that learners with PMLD “are entitled to access a curriculum and assessment framework which is fit for purpose and meets their specific needs – there is little benefit or increase in entitlement if they are included in structures that fail to do this (Butler, 2019). 
PMLD class settings require a large amount of organisation with high ratios of staff to learners, often two to one, with up to four to five learners in the classroom, all of whom having a specific medical, learning, and behavioral need. A classroom or educational environment should be a place where all learners feel safe, comfortable and can be inspired (Slavin, 2014). Classroom management is viewed as to the smooth running and communication between teacher, teaching assistant and learner. 
[bookmark: _Int_brrlTR9B]Learners' resources refer to the materials, devices, or systems that are utilised by the teaching assistance (TA) to conduct specific interventions within the PMLD setting.  The interventions provided are specific to each learner stated in their Individual development plan (IDP) and supported in an additional learning provision (ALP). Each Intervention requires a resource pack to support the TA. In the PMLD setting there can be multiple interventions taking place by a number of TA’s simultaneously, the organisation and management is supported and led by the class teacher. The content of each resource is vital in maintaining engagement to the level of the learner involved, keeping the tempo and pace, and providing feedback and responses from the TA. Learners with PMLD and their interactions within the classroom are caused predominantly by the environmental influences around them and this interaction informs their responses. This goes to show that environments and stimulus are involved in their development, although when dealing with responses attention needs to be paid in developing a positive well-structured classroom environment and creating experiences to promote good engagement and collaboration (WAG (2022).


[bookmark: _Int_ORkU9T2V]This resource pack will explore the use of Touch and Communication pac (TacPac), a communication resource the brings together sensory languages, touch, and music/sound to design a creative structure of sensory communication relationship between TA and learner. Reseach has suggested that TacPac significantly improves learners lives and wellbeing with sensory processing and communication difficulties such as PMLD through sensory alignment TacPac sessions.  PMLD learners experience sensory alignment when TacPac sessions are conducted enabling their brain to regulate responses to sensory input effectively. Research has shown that it leads to significant improvements in how the learner communicates, with great emphasis on one-to-one partnerships or relationships, it is essentially a sensory communication resource (Knight, 2011). 
The resources consist of activity sets often with two tone samples. Learners are given opportunities to experience music which is quick and sharp to accompany the music objects such as a little textured pet ball which has a quick and sharp tactile feel to it are used. This then is contrasted by music, which is smooth, slow, and deep. The learner loves the contrast of the touch and the music when they get familiar with-it supporting learners memory skills. Through parts of the session learners experience a range of sensations, one of which is bubbles, the track with bubbles is also exciting in an unusual way. The response can be incredible from a learner with PMLD form a smile, laugh, or involuntary moments all response and all communication. The slow pace of music and bubble machine supports with eye tracking as the bubbles float in front of the learner. The whole experience of the session can be engaging and enjoyed by all, TA’s included. 
[bookmark: _Int_RJnnFxwm]The learner is also encouraged to catch them, done in various ways involving participation from the TA, who will observe the eye tracking and pop the bubbles for the leaners, adding to the fun, laughter, and engagement. 
[bookmark: _Int_sh0tjJom]The TA provides 6 training videos taking you through each session and the streamed music that has been specifically composed for each session, the TA uses and Session log to record progression. This will last the learner approximately 4 – 5 months. The TA would see progression and observing better sensory communications from the leaner providing you with a platform delivery of sensory communication resource (Tacpac.co.uk, 2024).
In terms of classroom management within a PMLD setting that structure and routine is adhered to and is the main framework in providing needs specific learning for learners with PMLD. The TA involved in conducting a TacPac session will need to understand and have specific training in order for the sessions to be as beneficial as possible for the learner. Some of the benefits are learners are exposed to rich textures of sound and objects which are specifically designed to balance each other producing highly complex sensory experiences with music and sounds using rhythm and tempo, pushing, pulling and pressure with objects. A TA would need to shadow and observe a session, there are guided instructions that can ensure a progressive and enlightening experience is achieved. Repetition is important for PMLD learners, and these sessions would need to be repeated weekly to provide consistency and routine. Within the setting of a PMLD nonverbal class, it can be difficult to interpret the learner’s responses, each learner's notification or response to the sessions can be different to communicate effectively learners may respond with letting the TA conduct each individual activity with them, this is an indication and demonstrates to the TA that the learner is accepting and wanting to participate in the session. Being involved in the process it is the responsibility of the TA to observe and reflect on the appropriate response to the learner, this would be either changing the activity, the object, the music appropriately for the learner, this would also be used as part of their assessment as to their communication and language. When discussing observing learners to assess milestones, the Quest for Learning guidance notes: “Observing learners with PMLD to detect a response requires a high level of skill, honed by experience, to note small variations in performance. The concentration needed to do this is intense. It is difficult to maintain concentration over long periods. Knowing how to observe is, therefore, inextricably linked to knowing the learner (Butler, 2019, CCEA, 2006, p 40).
[bookmark: _Int_h0MnhB0m]This is a good example of best practice where nonverbal PMLD learner’s find ways to communicate with teachers and TA’s in order to achieve their learner’s voice, this is where TacPac sessions are invaluable and versatile being able to utilise the responses from PMLD learners in other themes, such as class council and choosing their options for daily activities all contributing to the daily classroom management. This provides a learner centered approach as they are full involved in their education. In an article Hellal observes the use of TacPac as a tool to support making choices, demonstrating likes and dislikes and use as a repetitive routine for learners along side rhythm of music (Hellal, 2012 Stewart, 2020). According to Panter (2004) she states that it supported staff to build knowledge and understanding on what the learners wanted – their likes and dislikes it ‘increased their awareness of each other – each session was a journey of discovery’.
In order to break down and fully reflect how a TacPac session is implemented there are a number of stages as you prepare the PMLD learner for this intervention. 

The first stage is the preparation of each learners' objects with different fabrics and objects. An example of this is for soft sensations is a variety of scarfs, some silk and some woolen. For a hard sensation marbles in cased in fabric will be used. Sharp or crisp textures a brush may be used. 
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The environment will be set to support the session, dimmed lights, quiet classroom. To change the atmosphere a fan is used to create a wind effect.
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Each learner will have their own set of objects specific to their sensory need, this will be identified on their ALP
Music that has been selected prior to each object will be played in turn to the specified object. (The music is played in a closed area with a small group of learner’s). For example, if you are using scarfs the accompanying piece of music may be a burning log fire effect listening to the wood crack. 
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Each object will be used in a way that stimulates sensory perception on the learner, TA’s are instructed to move objects in a stroking motion of the learner’s arms and legs in either a fast or slow pace, this will be repeated a number of times to the chosen piece of music and lasts around 2 minutes, when the music has stopped the next object will be used.
This is repeated five to six times with a different object each time, a rest period is given in between of around 2 minutes.
Once all objects have been used, the last piece of music is a relaxation piece, at this point bubbles will be blown to signify the end of the session.
After each session some learners find this a way of being able to regulate their emotions often representing as calm and relaxed, this is one of the benefits of TacPac, however, on some occasions some sessions can over stimulate a learner with that learner becoming dysregulated and may show signs of behaviour. Again, classroom management and the structures are important.
In terms of classroom management this resource pack is highly specified to a PMLD setting, the emphasis is on a well-structured and well framed routine which is carried out on a regular basis to be able to maintain the smooth operation of the classroom, in turn being able to focus on the teaching and learning aspect of each learner with PMLD.
Providing well-structured and predictable journey leaners with PMLD can start to develop reciprocal interactions and importantly communications. Tacpac is written in many supports' plans and frameworks as a resource used for supporting the development of communication and sensory touch in Learners with PMLD (McLinden and McCall, 2016).
This resource pack looks to support TA’s in being competent in the delivery of an intervention through TacPac, being able to work through the instructions clearly providing a high-quality session. Within this resource pack reference has been made to the benefits and the engagement opportunities it presents for nonverbal learners to make their own independent choices. 
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