Activity two answers
Why were smelting operations relocated from Cornwall to Swansea during the Industrial Revolution? 
Answer
Smelting operations were relocated from Cornwall to Swansea primarily due to the availability of high-quality coal in Swansea, which was ideal for the new reverberatory furnaces. This coal was “strong & free burning and gave great heat & considerable flame,” making it more efficient for smelting1.
What technological advancements in the copper industries does the article cover? 
Answer
The article covers several technological advancements, including the introduction of the reverberatory furnace in 1702, which allowed the use of coal instead of charcoal. It also mentions the atmospheric engine introduced by Thomas Newcomen between 1710 and 1714, which significantly improved mining efficiency1.
What social changes were brought about by the burgeoning copper industry in the 18th and 19th centuries? 
Answer
The copper industry led to significant social changes, including the rapid growth of Swansea as an industrial center. The population increased from 1,000 in 1550 to 17,000 by 1850. This growth was driven by the demand for skilled labor and expertise in smelting, leading to urbanization and the development of a distinct industrial community
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