OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1

	Date and time, year group:

Monday 26th September 2022, Morning Nusersy (AM) 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation was carried out in the nursery classroom and yard. The context of the observation is the practitioner getting attention from the children and giving children instructions to follow.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

All of the children were carrying out activities in the classroom in the different allocated areas. Home corner, trains, activity station with practitioner, reading area and painting area. The teacher then wanted all of the children to stop and listen. The teacher shacked a tambourine and all of the children in the classroom froze. The teacher then said different actions for the children to follow 123 tap your head with me, 123 hug a friend with me, 123 sit on the carpet with me. All of the children followed the actions and then went to sit on the carpet ready for song time. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This is a positive way to get the childrens attention without raising your voice. The children seemed to be engaged with following the different activities when asked, which made them aware of what was going on.
Research that’s can be considered – behaviour management theory.
B.F.Skinner, E. L Thorndike.

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

It was a busy environment as all of the children were taking part in different activities. The children were just about to go out to play so were taken to the carpet before hand.


Record 2

	Date and time, year group:

Monday 26th September 2022, Afternoon (PM), Year One.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation was carried out in the classroom. The object of the observation is for children to get positive praise by practitioner for carrying out challenges and by providing great work, reading or behaviour when in the classroom.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Children have a ‘Smiley Face Chart’ in the classroom where the children have to collect smiley faces by completing the weekly rainbow challenges or carrying out a great piece of work, reading or behavior in the classroom. The children have to collect ten smiley faces on their charts to be able to pick a prize from the prize book. 

The rainbow challenges of the week consist of 6 different activities linked to the different ares of the curriculum. The questions that the children had to complete this week were:

Literacy- Can you look at the picture of the farm and draw and write about what you can see?
Funky Fingers- Can you put the pom poms on the ladybirds using the tweezers?
Numeracy – Can you roll the dice and draw the correct number of spots on the lady birds, then put them in order?
Small World-  Can you make a farm in the tuff tray?
Creative – Can you paint a pebble and turn it into a ladybird?
Movement – Can you play ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’ outside with your friends?

Each time a child completes a rainbow challenge they will get a lolly pop stick to put in their individual pot. Once the children collect four sticks the children will be rewarded with a smiley face for their chart. If the children get six sticks then the children will be rewarded with a special sticker to say that they have completed all for the rainbow challenges.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Positive reinforcement – adding stimulus to increase child’s behaviour.
Jean Piaget – activities appropriate for the age of the children.
B.F. Skinner – Positive and Negative feedback can affect children’s behaviour.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom was a busy environment where all children were carrying out different activities. The children had just had lunch.




































Record 3


	Date and time, year group:

Tuesday 27th September, Morning (AM), Year 3.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation was carried out in the classroom. The children were all sitting on the carpet using the interactive whiteboard with the teacher. The subject that the childre were looking at was Mathermastics. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The children were all sitting on the carpet looking at the maths that was going be carried out. The teacher explained to the children that they are going to be carrying out activities based around tens, hundreds and units. The teacher implied that the children have previously looked at this topic slightly in previous lessons. The teacher put a question on the board and asked the children if they could work it out independent without any support, the children were allowed to discuss with a partner on the carpet if needed. After a minuet the teacher got all of the children’s attention back and asked if anyone knew the answers. The teacher used positive praise when children go the answer correct. If the children got it wrong the teacher would say ‘Have another think?’ And then would support the child to get the correct answer.  After carrying out a few questions the children were sent off to carry out the maths activity. The teacher walked around and supported the children that needed help and would intervene when needed to support the children to get the correct answer.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Look at the theory of Scaffolding.

Vygotsky – The Zone of Proximal Developement. 
Bruner – Helpful, structured interaction between the child and practitioner to make sure that children are hitting specific goals and developmental targets. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom was very calm when the children were carrying out the activity. However it was just before lunch so I feel that not all childrens were giving it their best attention.
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