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Task:  Students will write a report of 2,000 words, on a relevant and appropriate workplace topic showing evidence of a use of a range of research methodologies and an understanding of effective and ethical data collection and interpretation.
[bookmark: _Toc523310565]Introduction
The purpose of this report is to showcase a range of research methodologies as well as a great understanding of effective and ethical data collection and interpretation. This will be presented through a relevant workplace topic where the research methodologies will help extract information. I will be focusing on the England housing crisis and its impact on the public. Through a variety of different research methods. I will make it clear how the housing crisis has led to the majority of residents struggling to find affordable homes or even pay their mortgage payments. The most recent Census shows that, in England, the proportion of private rented homes has rapidly increased by 69%. The proportion of homes owned with a mortgage has decreased by 15% now standing at 34% of homes. This fluctuation reflects the growing trend in families and young people who are finding it difficult to find a home which is affordable but also stable.
[bookmark: _Toc523310566]The Housing Crisis Explained
The housing crisis in England is one that has resulted in a negative impact on most individuals. It has not just created a struggle for families but also for young adults wanting to rent their own place, students finding temporary accommodation and for the young families who are finding it difficult to pay their next month rent. As the house prices have increased over the years home ownership has decreased rapidly as only a few are able to afford the houses at those astronomical prices. Since Census records began in 1951, home ownership has fallen for the first time. Census data is a format of primary sources and is a statistic. Primary sources consist of individuals collecting information by asking people or observing. The advantage of using such primary sources is that you receive the exact information you require as you a able to control the questions and design. However, it can be rather time consuming. The main reason for this housing crisis is quite evidently the lack of affordable homes. 
[bookmark: _Toc523310567]Factors Affecting Supply & Demand of Housing
Another reason which has greatly contributed to the housing crisis is the imbalance of demand and supply. The demand for housing is simply not being achieved by those responsible for the supply of housing. There are a number of factors affecting both demand and supply. 
[bookmark: _Toc523310568][image: https://qph.fs.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-d9a2539bbd89f7c37bb321a2896512c3-c]Factors Affecting Demand
The main factor affecting demand is the increased population. The Office for National Statistics concluded that the UK’s growth between mid-2011 and mid-2015 was 2.9% while London’s population increased by 5.7% during the same period. The Office for National Statistics is an example of a primary source as well. This primary data has been represented through a bar chart.https://www.quora.com/What-has-caused-the-UKs-housing-crisis# 


Bar charts are rather useful when wanting to identify actual data values and also when highlighting any patterns or trends as they are clearly visible. In this case the data is quantitative, which means it is numerical, quantitative data includes numbers or categories that can be labelled with a number. Quantitative data is obtained to be manipulated into a graph to view any patterns or trends. As the population in London has increased vastly it implies that there are a greater number of people that need homes. However, this demand is not being achieved. 
[image: ]Another factor affecting the demand is the change in households. In the 1950s an average of 5 people lived in a property however, now only an average of 2 people lives in a property. This therefore, has resulted in a demand for new housing causing the prices of homes to increase as they are currently in limited supply. 









From the data above it is evident that house prices have increased since 1980. The anomaly in the line graph represents the consequences of the financial crisis which had a huge impact on the housing market. House prices dropped considerably and in addition to this, mortgage was not available, and the lending criteria had altered making it more difficult to lend a house. These changes most definitely make it difficult for the population to purchase a home especially young people. The data above has been represented via a line graph which is just as helpful as a bar chart due to the fact that you are able to see all data points and compare them to each other on one graph. They contain primary data which can be either quantitative or qualitative depending on the research which is being carried out. 
[bookmark: _Toc523310569]Factors Affecting Supply
The main factor affecting supply is the planning system. Enough land is not being released by the planning system, due to these restrictions in the supply of land it has resulted in land becoming more expensive which as a consequence increases the cost of building new homes. Another factor affecting the supply is the fact that fewer homes are being built and a reason for this, as mentioned above can be the planning system but also it can be a result of the fact that over the years there has been a decline in the number of states created homes. New homes are now being built by the private sector. 


[bookmark: _Toc523310570]Solutions
There are many solutions which can be put in place to help ease the housing crisis situation and make it easier for residents to purchase houses. The first solution can be to help neighbouring towns and cities welcome new residents; this will help decrease overpopulation in a certain city. In addition to this, this will help the overpopulated city as there will not be a shortage of homes and everyone will be sheltered well. Another solution which can be implemented is giving financial incentives. Schemes such as the Help to Buy Scheme helps buyers buy their own home for example, by paying first time buyers a government bonus. Financial incentives as such helps to boost savings and make it an ease for consumers to purchase their own home with whatever they find affordable. A great solution which can be rather beneficial to consumers would be to clean up any brown field sites as they can then be used as land suitable for building houses. An overt benefit to consumers is that there will be an increase in houses however another benefit is that these houses will be greatly cheaper due to the land not being expensive or historical. This means that many people will be able to afford and purchase these homes as they would not extremely out of budget in comparison to most homes. 
[bookmark: _Toc523310571]Quick Solution 
[image: ]Another solution that is rather quick to do and does not consist of any physical action which involves the public is to use questionnaires to obtain the opinions of the public. Questionnaires are an easy research method as they simply involve handing out a questionnaire which people have to fill out. Questionnaires are very cheap to make and also you are able to control the questions asked according to your topic. The questionnaire must have a clear design with questions that are direct and not vague. This will help to extract the exact information you require. Questionnaires are also a great research method as you are able to identify areas which truly affect the public and their main concerns. Therefore, you are then able to tackle these concerns as well as the problem with greater knowledge. This results in finding solutions a lot faster and quicker. An important of aspect of conducting questionnaires are the people involved, as you want to make sure that the people who are truly being affected by a certain issue their opinions are being viewed. The housing crisis has mainly affected those at the bottom of the hierarchy therefore; their opinions will be taken into consideration. In order to make sure this occurs you must have a clear understanding and identification of the population. Therefore, you will be aware of exactly which areas in you must carry out your questionnaire to obtain opinions that are a true representation of the affected population. To do this it is important to carry out sampling which means that the data collected is based on a sample drawn from a population. There are many sampling strategies that can be used such as strategic sampling; an example of this would be systematic sampling which consists of sampling at regular intervals.
[bookmark: _Toc523310572]Ethical Data Collection & Interpretation
When carrying out different research methods it is an essential to make sure it is carried out in an ethical manner, this aspect of research should not be compromised but instead be prioritised. You must be aware which data you require for further analysis and which shall be discarded; in this way you know what will give you results that are relevant to your research. Therefore, you must collect data that is a true representation of the problem. When presenting your data, you should present it not to convey particular information but in order to visualise the problem at a larger scale. Most importantly, results should not be hindered with which they can be due to the disposal of statistical techniques and technology that allow you to alter your data to achieve your desired results. If data collected is personal, then it must be processed and collected according to the Data Protection Act.
[bookmark: _Toc523310573]Conclusion
The housing crisis has been a relevant matter for many years now affecting a majority of the UK population negatively. Due to the increase in house prices, it has become greatly difficult for people of all ages to purchase their own home. The increase in the house prices is mainly as a result of the imbalance in the supply and demand of homes. Since, the demand for homes is increasing due to uncontrollable factors such as increased population the supply of homes is decreasing due to factors such as not utilising land which is readily available but not released by the planning system. Therefore, there are many supply and demand factors which have contributed to the housing crisis and has resulted in a decline in home ownership. Nevertheless, there are a few solutions which can and have already been implemented in order to increase home ownership and make it an ease for people to purchase homes. Schemes have been put in place as well as financial incentives to help boost consumer savings. Data collected and interpreted must be in an ethical manner to protect the integrity of people and it must be according to the Data Protection Act.
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